On the Journey
“It is a peace program that works, not in a big sweep, but one small ripple
at a time, each ripple enlarging with every expanding circle.” ~ Doreen Harms
A U.S. Newsletter of the International Volunteer Exchange Program

Coming up:
IVEP Year-end
conference,
Kitchener/Waterloo:
July 9, travel to Akron
July 10, travel to Canada
July 11—14, sessions
July 15, all fly home

Spring 2014

Traveling together
The International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) is administered by Mennonite Central
Committee in Canada and the U.S. This newsletter sets out to connect hosts, partner agencies and
IVEPers in the U.S., creating space for cross pollination of ideas and a greater sense of community.
Articles and new readers are welcome. Please email Helen Yocum at HelenYocum@mcc.org

Staff insights: standing in solidarity together
In February we had our annual IVEP mid-year conference. This time was unusual because
many of the 53 participants were meeting each other for the first time. We often are able to
have two large orientations, but this year we ended up having one large and four smaller
ones. Part of the excitement of this year’s conference was the opportunity to meet new people and learn about their background and home country for the first time. As you might
guess, 53 people and 25 countries present many opportunities for learning.

“May we all remember the connections
we’ve made.”
~ Andrea Geiser

These personal connections are forged during orientation and strengthened throughout the
year. They’re reestablished during mid-year conference and solidified during year-end conference. The amazing thing is that these connections continue even after IVEP ends and
people go home to their respective countries.
With the current unrest in Ukraine, IVEP alumni have been posting photos showing support for their Ukrainian friends on social media. They are praying for peace from all corners of the globe. What a powerful example of standing in solidarity together with your
brothers and sisters. May we all remember the connections we’ve made and continue support for those near and far.

Andrea Geiser, IVEP U.S. Coordinator

Participant insights: an amazing experience
To be the first IVEPer in Puerto Rico has been a challenge. The Puerto Rican culture is different to the United States, though it is a bit similar to the Caribbean region in my home
country of Colombia, so some things are not unknown for me. For example the music, the
Spanish language, the food, and some phrases make this experience more comfortable and
the objectives and goals are more achievable.

Moving to the Academia Menonita in
San Juan to serve as systems and technology coordinator has been an amazing experience. I have contributed with
my knowledge to serving in this school.
Through social networks, the school’s
web site, and virtual service to customers, the school’s image is improving and
for the academic year 2014-2015 student registration is up.
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Antonio Manrique, Colombia, providing IT services at
Academia Menonita Summit Hills, Puerto Rico

I am working also as a Network manager. I must ensure that every computer, the network services, the network
wireless, the servers, the radio links are
all working, and also manage the relationship with providers of educational
technological services and telecommunications.

The Mennonite Church in Summit Hills founded this school in 1961. In this church, I
am the worship leader and with other members practice every week and teach piano to
kids in order to build a worship team for when I return to Colombia.
Antonio Manrique, Colombia—Academia Menonita, San Juan, Puerto Rico

Partner insights: delighted how Wayne works
Wayne’s favorite colors are green, red, white and black. His preferred tractors are green
and red; the cows are white and black. He
sees these colors every day in his two IVEP
work settings.
As a dairy and grain farmer from Paraguay he says, “I am so happy to learn
more about servicing tractors and how a
modern dairy operates with a full-time
veterinarian.”
Maibach Tractor LLC operated by Rudy
Maibach is delighted how Wayne works
Wayne Krahn Falk, Paraguay, at Maibach Tractor
with his professional tractor mechanics.
Since November Wayne has completely disassembled and rebuilt tractor engines. He
has restored old Oliver tractors for historic Oliver tractor fans—he appreciates how
Americans fix up old tractors to make them as good as new.
In a few weeks Wayne will return to the Matt Steiner dairy farm where black and white
Holstein cows are carefully selected to produce lots of milk. Unlike the American farmers who specialize in either animal husbandry or working with farm equipment Wayne
comments, “I really enjoy doing both and this year I have learned so much to help me
when I go back home.”
Wayne works, lives and worships with Apostolic Christians. Wayne reflects, “the Apostolic Church youth groups are so active I just don’t have much time to sit and relax
with my yerba mate drink on weekends.” Besides ice fishing, skating and tapping
maple trees he sings every Sunday with his youth group in retirement communities.

Wayne is a youth leader in his Paraguayan community and he plans to organize his
friends to also sing and visit nursing homes when he returns.
Wayne’s dairy farm and tractor shop partners agree that he works and learns quickly
because he makes friends easily. Both partners offer Wayne opportunities to volunteer
at the Apostolic World Relief Center where the MCC meat canning crew enjoy being
with Wayne too.

“. . . he works and
learns quickly because he makes
friends easily.”
~ Rudy Maibach

Rudy Maibach, Maibach Tractor LLC, Creston, Pa., was interviewed by Marlin Yoder

Host insights: we sought to make her feel welcome
Nikolina Tepić came into our home from Serbia. We sought to make her feel welcome in
this strange, new place by creating a sign for her bedroom door showing the Serbian flag
and ‘Welcome to our home’ written in Cyrillic script.
Since our family served in Zambia with MCC from 2007-2011, we have tried to use our
own disjointed experiences to anticipate and empathize with cross-cultural issues Nikolina faces. Our sons have enjoyed having an older sister in the family as they watch movies
together and exchange views on music and mobile apps.

“ ‘Welcome to our
home’ written in
Cyrillic script.”
~ Peter Smith

Knowing that Nikolina comes from an
Orthodox context, we went to learn
together at a local cultural festival at a
Greek Orthodox church. She was able
to share about the differences and similarities as we enjoyed the food, dancing and art. We have attended the Serbian Orthodox church in town with
her. Of course, she has joined us at our
church many times and we have visited some other congregations as well in
a spirit of exploration and appreciation.
Nikolina Tepic with l. to r. Brendan (13) and Jason (10),

Cheryl and Peter Smith at Monterey, Calif.
Including Nikolina in our Thanksgiving and Christmas traditions provided
special bonding, as well as taking her to favorite destinations like Monterrey to increase
our shared experiences and memories.

Peter and Cheryl Smith and family, Fresno, Calif., are hosting Nikolina Tepić, Serbia
Visit our
IVEP Facebook page!

Alumni insights: a fantastic experience

facebook.com/IVEProgram

Shalom! My name is Seung-hwa, Su-ha for short.

Find us on the web at
ivep.mcc.org

I’m a member of a Christian intentional community called Areumdaun Maeul* which
means Beautiful Village in Korean. As a farmer, I enjoy planting indigenous crops. I
study the Bible, history, society, theology etc., together with my community members
every other weekend. When we study about the Religious Reformation, we’ve been inspired a lot by the Anabaptist movement. Since our leader studied in a Protestant seminary he’s been guiding us to follow the Anabaptist spirit to build the kingdom of God
led by the Holy Spirit, not by government, money or other secular values.
Last winter, before starting our new community college, seven of us including two
teenagers visited some Christian intentional communities in the U.S. We were in
the Bruderhof, New York, the Church of the Savior in Washington D.C., and Reba

Pray for .

..

∗ IVEPers in the
second half of their
year of service

Place in Chicago. Reba was my wonderful host family during my second IVEP term and it
was a tremendous experience to meet them again with my current church members. We
visited Amish and Mennonite communities in Indiana, slept in their homes and visited
their schools. We saw the Menno-Hof, and the MCC office in Goshen. Through this visit
we’ve got lots of inspiration and could see the Holy Spirit working through Kingdom
communities. But without support and help from my old Mennonite friends in the U.S. it
wouldn’t have happened. I really appreciate God and them to allow this journey.
Seven
members of
Areumdaun
Maeul
Community
share a final
meal together
with members
of Reba
Place’s
The Clearing
household in
February
2014

∗ Families and

friends of IVEPers
back home who may
be missing them
∗ Consular staff and
politicians as they set
priorities for visa
processes
∗Early plans for IVEP
Year-end Conference

*Areumdaun Maeul Community is working to make a more beautiful and better life through the village community movement. As a rural-urban cooperative community, we build lifestyles that reflect the values of life
and peace in the way of food, clothing and shelter, marriage, pregnancy and birth, parenting and education.

∗MCC staff in coun-

tries around the
world as they help
IVEPers who are
preparing to start
this summer

Seung-hwa Oh was an IVEPer in Newton, Kansas and Reba Place, Chicago during 2008-09

IVEPers in action
Photos by Shalom Wiebe
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Khanthanouvieng, Laos and
Walter Watmon, Uganda sledding

Bouthsaba Chouthathay, Laos
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Memorable scenes from mid-year conference, Ottawa, Ontario

