
Traveling together 
 

The International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) is administered by Mennonite Central 
Committee in Canada and the U.S. This newsletter sets out to connect hosts, partner agencies and 
IVEPers in the U.S., creating space for the cross pollination of  ideas and a greater sense of  community. 
 

Articles and new readers are welcome. Please email Helen Yocum at HelenYocum@mcc.org  
 

Staff insights: God’s diverse and rich family  
When I meet new IVEPers at orientation, I often wonder what their lives will hold, not only 
in the 12 months immediately ahead of them but also in the years to come. The changing 
seasons and winter cold, Christmas celebrations in North America, new friendships and 
challenges, new family ties all around the world, learning to rely on God when all that is 
familiar is far away—all these experiences will stretch and change them.  The people in the 
homes and communities who welcome them will also never be quite the same! 
 

The IVEP Newsletters communicate some of the stories of how lives are changed by cross- 
cultural connections. As usual, in this Winter Newsletter we hear from a current IVEPer and 
a current host/partner. We also hear from an IVEPer from 20 years ago, and from their 20-
year-ago host! These articles give a glimpse of how lives are unfolding now, and how the 
past impacts the present. May the connections between us in God’s diverse and rich family 
be fruitful and contribute to building a more peaceful world. 
 

Helen Yocum, GSL Administrative Assistant 
 

Participant insights: thankful for the love  
Being able to be an IVEPer this 
year, this is my big transition. It’s 
a time of serving through learning 
and adjusting to the life in the 
new community. It has been  four 
months that I volunteer with 
Madison Street Church in River-
side, California. They have been 
both exciting and blessing 
months for me.  It’s been exciting 
months for me moving to the new 
family both with my host family 
and my big family from the 
church.  I’m thankful for the love and care from my host family here that’s helping me feel 
like home and helping me to learn.  It’s also been blessing for me to learned so many things. 

 

On the Journey 
        
      “It is a peace program that works, not in a big sweep, but one small ripple  
      at a time, each ripple enlarging with every expanding circle.”   ~ Doreen Harms 

 
Coming up: 
 
IVEP Mid-year  
Conference,  
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
 
Feb. 11, travel  
Feb. 12—19 conference 
Feb. 20, travel  
 
 

 
 

 

“Let the morning 
bring me word of  
your unfailing love, 
for I have put my 
trust in you. Show 
me the way I should 
go, for to you I lift 
up my soul.” 
~ Psalm 143:8 
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Youa Xiong, Laos, left, riding with the Madison Street Church at 
Riverside Citrus Classic Bike Ride 



Who’s Who? 
 
IVEP U.S.  
National Coordinator 
AndreaGeiser 
@mcc.org 
 
Administrative  
Assistant 
HelenYocum@mcc.org 
 
 
IVEP U.S. Regional  
Coordinators: 
 
Central States 
AnnaYoder@mcc.org 
 
East Coast 
KimDyer@mcc.org 
 
Great Lakes—Indiana 
LesGustafsonZook 
@mcc.org  
 
Great Lakes—Ohio 
MarlinYoder@mcc.org 
 
West Coast 
JenniferDeibert 
@mcc.org 
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I’ve learned to ride bicycle. I’ve learned to enjoy each day as the gift and joy. As an ex-
change volunteer I meet both struggle and joy. I’ve learned to laugh at the language 
mistake. With the kids that I work with, instead of saying “butterfly”, I said “butter 
fried” but then I’ve made friends because they helped me correct my word. When vol-
unteering with Madison Street Church, I’ve learned that helping and loving each other 
is the most important thing in the community. Helping each other to serve through the 
gifts they have and wanting the best for each others as we show love. From these won-
derful experiences here in Riverside with Madison Street Church not only I have 
learned more about Unites States, but I have also made friends and family.  
 

Youa Xiong, Laos—Madison Street Church, Riverside, Calif.  

Partner insights: plenty of ways to contribute  
Living and working at the same organic farm has its challenges, but it’s working for 
Kate and James Lind at the Sustainable Greens Farm in Three Rivers, Mich., as they 
host Jacques (Junior) Louis-Jeune from Haiti this year. There are plenty of ways to 
contribute for a farmer like Junior—planting, weeding, harvesting, washing and selling 
the vegetables. Junior eats his meals with the Linds, but his bedroom is in the basement 
of another home on the same farm. 

Sustainability and intentionality 
seems to be the key, as the whole 
community works together to 
provide opportunities for Junior 
to expand his network and con-
nect with activities in the larger 
community. Selling vegetables at 
the Goshen Farmer’s Market, 
active church involvement, Sa-
cred Harp sings, local 4-H fairs 
and festivals, and contra dances 
all provide social environments 
for wider experiences, practicing 
English and making friends off 
the farm. 

This winter, when work on the farm is slow, Junior will live with another host family, 
Kay and Jamey Bontrager-Singer in Goshen and work at the Depot MCC thrift shop. 
There have been a number of special activities and trips that Junior and the Bontrager-
Singers have done together this fall, to build relationships and make the transition to a 
new home easier for the winter months. 
 

Kate and James Lind, owners, Sustainable Greens Farm, Three Rivers, Mich.              

Contributed by Les Gustafson Zook 

Host insights: what a pleasant surprise  
Twenty years ago, Vikal Rao, an IVEPer from India, spent six months living with our 
family. Our children were 4 and 8 years old at that time. We didn’t keep in close contact 
after Vikal returned home, other than receiving news of his marriage, birth of his son, 
and a photo of the three of them when his son was about 8-10 years old. This photo is 
still included on our photo mat. 

What a pleasant surprise when we received an email about Vikal’s involvement with 
Mennonite World Conference (MWC) and the meetings here in our home town of 

Jacques celebrates his birthday with Kate and James Lind and their 
grandson 



Lancaster, Pa. in October. We had 
the opportunity to once again host 
Vikal (for a short 10 days this time). 
Although Vikal was busy with meet-
ings, we had some time together, 
talking about Vikal’s family, our 
family, Vikal’s work in the education 
system and his passion for his church 
work. Our sons and their wives and 
infant grandson were also able to 
meet Vikal while he was here. We 
hosted a meal with two other couples 
who Vikal had gotten to know when 
he was here back in 1993. They also 
enjoyed hearing about Vikal’s work, 
seeing photos, etc. and reminiscing 
about all that has transpired over the past 20 years.  

We plan on seeing Vikal again in 2015 when he returns to the U.S. for the MWC Assembly. 
We hope his wife and son can also accompany him and we can meet them.  

Phil and Sandy Horst, Lancaster, Pa., hosted Vikal Pravin Rao from India in 1993-94 
 

Alumni insights: no such thing as an ordinary boy 
I am just an ordinary boy. That is how I feel before going to par-
ticipate in IVEP. I really have no skills or abilities that make me 
uniquely qualified for this. I prayed that God would use me. 

It was my first time in a foreign country. I did feel pretty unpre-
pared. I didn’t know much about what I was going to do and I 
really didn’t know how to prepare. As soon as I met with my 
brothers and sisters around the world, new relationships began. 
It was wonderful to know each one of them. 

During this wonderful year (1993-94) I was given the opportuni-
ty to serve in Self-Help (now Ten Thousand Villages) warehouse. Here, I had the op-
portunity to meet, work and share with different people and groups. Through each per-
son I met, I was reminded that when God works through the ordinary, their efforts be-
come extraordinary. So in Christ there is no such thing as an ordinary boy.  

Having the opportunity to be a part of IVEP has brought me to a deeper understanding 
of how our Creator invites us to live our lives with open hands, minds and hearts. I 
work for government as an Assistant Director (Education). My job is to open schools 
and provide facilities in tribal areas and remote places with difficult terrain in our dis-
trict. In this way I have the opportunity to visit and meet many people, to be aware of 
issues and challenges faced by them. As a Christian I do my best to reach out to the 
communities that struggle and are disadvantaged. 
 
As I reflect upon the experiences I have had, I am humbled. I realize how privileged my 
life is because the Creator introduced me the beauty of differences and the way our Cre-
ator designed culture into His creation to teach us about Himself, others and ourselves. 
I am grateful to Him for this wonderful year in my life. 

Vikal Pravin Rao, IVEP alum 1993-94, served at the Self-Help warehouse, Ephrata, Pa., 
 and at Edison High School, Fresno, Calif. 

 

Vikal Rao is a member of the MWC Program Oversight Committee, and has special 
responsibility for planning the Global Church Village at the next assembly in 2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
“. . . reminiscing 
about all that has 
transpired over the 
past 20 years.” 
~ Phil Horst 
 
 
 
 
 
“. . . our Creator in-
vites us to live our 
lives with open 
hands, minds and 
hearts.” 
~  Vikal Rao  
 
 
 
 
July 16-19, 2015  
Mennonite World Conference 
Global Youth Summit  
Messiah College, Pa. 
 
July 21-26, 2015  
Mennonite World Conference 
General Assembly  
Harrisburg, Pa. 

 
 
Visit our  
IVEP Facebook page!  
 
facebook.com/IVEProgram 
 
 
Find us on the web at 
ivep.mcc.org 

Vikal Rao’s family photo on Phil and Sandy Horst’s  photo mat 

Vikal Pravin Rao 



IVEPers in action 
 

 

Pray for . . .  
 

∗ Shalom Wiebe, in-
terim IVEP Canada 
coordinator, as she 
heads up the IVEP 
program in Canada 
for the next 17 
months 
 
∗ Kathryn Deckert as 
she takes responsibil-
ity for MCC’s work 
in Burkina Faso for 
the next many 
months 
 
∗ Reunions at and 
preparations for 
IVEP Mid -Year 
Conference in        
Ottawa in February 
 
∗ Grace and patience 
for IVEPers as they 
adapt to the long 
winter, now the cold 
and snow is no long-
er a novelty  
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At Colorado relief sale—l to r. Rachel and Heri, Indonesia; 
Reksmey, Cambodia; and Deepa, Nepal 

Khanthanouvieng, Laos, dressed for the 
winter weather! 

Songs of the season with snow angel, snowman and Phoubane, Laos 

Wayne (3rd from right), Paraguay, hanging with the Indermuhle 
 family—his hosts, on this, their Christmas card 

Priscila, Dominican Republic, with host sibs 

TekVa, Cambodia, with the Leichty family with whom he           
lives and works 

Great Lakes IVEPers—top l to r: Wayne, 
Paraguay; YuanYuan, China; Bouthsaba, 
Laos. Bottom l to r: Gabriella, Indonesia; 
Jacques, Haiti; Sokkeymina, Cambodia 


