On the Journey
“It is a peace program that works, not in a big sweep, but one small ripple
at a time, each ripple enlarging with every expanding circle.” ~ Doreen Harms
A U.S. Newsletter of the International Volunteer Exchange Program
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Winter 2015

Traveling together
The International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) is administered by Mennonite Central
Committee in Canada and the U.S. This newsletter sets out to connect hosts, partner agencies and
IVEPers in the U.S., creating space for the cross pollination of ideas and a greater sense of community.
Articles and new readers are welcome. Please email Helen Yocum at HelenYocum@mcc.org

Staff insights

“All the nations you
have made will
come and worship
before you, O
Lord.”
~ Psalm 86: 9

This year we have a smaller group of IVEPers in the U.S. than normal, but even
though they are fewer in number, they are just as dynamic as a larger group.
Ever since August 19th when they arrived, I have heard music being shared each
time they get together. We have a number of very accomplished musicians! Of
course, when there is music, dancing often follows and warms both the spirits
of those dancing and those observing. How often is it that you can see Colombian, Tanzanian and Cambodian traditional dances all in the same room?
I look forward to our time together in February, joining with the IVEP participants placed
in Canada. The walls will reverberate with music and I think God will be smiling at the
joyous reunions and international friendships that are revived. As Psalm 86:9-10 says, “All
the nations you have made will come and worship before you, O Lord; they will bring glory
to your name. For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God.”
Andrea Geiser, IVEP U.S. Coordinator

Participant insights: The blessing to love and feel loved
I’ve been enjoying my time here a lot! I’ve learned by different ways and I can feel in every detail God’s hands guiding
and leading me.
I love my host family and the elderly people I had the
chance to meet at my work place, Mennonite Friendship
Communities in Hutchinson, Kansas. I’m so impressed with
all the life testimonies I’ve heard by the lovely residents
there.
I work in food and dietary services, which is a lot of work.
Sometimes I’m too tired and all I want is to sleep as much as
I can. However when I arrive at home I can’t do that without spending some time with my host family, especially with
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my host siblings. I have four of them :). The kids are so exciting and funny. They make
me feel silly and glad. I enjoy so much being with Joanna, who is a year and a half, and
Magdalena, who is 13. They bring me so much joy. My host parents are so nice and
attentive to me and they do everything to make me feel good and comfortable. I’m so
thankful to the Lord for giving me a host family like that, because I have the blessing to
love and feel loved by them.
I’m also learning to worship and find God in quiet places, that are so rare in Brazil,
where I’m used to the noise and agitation. I feel so blessed for being close to the Lord
and watch everything He has made in and through my life during these three months!
Kallyne Araújo, Brazil—Mennonite Friendship Communities, South Hutchinson, Kansas,
is hosted by Tonya and Jonathan Ramer Wenger and family, Hutchinson, Kansas

Partner insights: His smile will be remembered
God continues to bless Quakertown Christian School
through the IVEP program. This year we are blessed to
have Binod Gaire, from Nepal, join our school and athletic department. He not only assists with PE classes, recesses, and sports; he also blesses our students and faculty. His enjoyment of children and serving are two important characteristics when working in a small, Christian school. Greeting each day with a warm smile and
participation in daily faculty devotions, Binod is actively
engaged.
“To teach is to touch a life forever.” Binod has touched
the lives of all the students at Quakertown Christian
Binod Gaire, from Nepal
School. His compassion, kindness, and smile will always
be remembered. Jeremiah 29:11 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the
Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
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When anticipating the arrival of an IVEP participant from another country, a bit of
anxiety exists until we meet and welcome them into our school community. Each year
God continues to provide and bless us with a delightful fit of IVEP participants to our
school. We are indeed blessed to be part of the IVEP program.
Sheryl Duerksen, Principal, Quakertown Christian School, Pennsylvania

Host insights: Why we get along so well
When our family was asked to be an IVEP host family, I jumped at the chance. I just
thought it would be a great experience for our family. I was bit nervous opening our
house to a stranger, but that went away quickly.
As soon as Zambee arrived and got settled into our home we were off to live our lives.
Zambee immediately fit into our family. Our kids absolutely adore her. My son, Ethan,
is 13 and he’s very protective of her. My daughter, Lillie, is 11 with Down Syndrome
and she’s very possessive of her.
Zambee is willing to try anything from sewing to skiing. She asked about going skiing a
couple of weeks ago and I told her that was the “boys” thing. I usually stay in the lodge
or at home and drink hot chocolate. It was then that she realized that we were talking
downhill skiing not cross-country skiing. I laughed when I saw how big her eyes got!

She loves American food, but early on she said
that she missed food from home. Now, we try
to have one Laos meal a week. I’ve liked everything so far, but I can’t make myself try the
fresh fruit with anchovy sauce and hot pepper
flakes.

“We will never forget
our temporary
adopted Laotian
daughter.”
~ Lonita Mast

I think that’s why we get along so well. Zambee is willing to try anything and do anything
and our family is willing to learn about her
culture, try her food, and include her in our
family activities. It’s been great getting to
know her. Zambee has enriched our lives.
We will never forget our temporary adopted
Laotian daughter.
Mast family portrait with Zambee, Laos

Norm and Lonita Mast, Ethan and Lillie,
Hartville, Ohio, are hosting
Zambee Phonlavong from Laos

Alumni insights: Jérôme Pissard—inspired by faith

“. . . this year with
MCC was God calling me ”
~ Jérôme Pissard

I did IVEP in 2005-2006, after people from my Mennonite
Church in France told me about it. I lived for a year in
Norristown, Pennsylvania. There I was helping to manage
an MCC thrift store, and worked with Norristown Mennonite New Life Church. My wonderful host family was
South American, and the church, multi-ethnic, was so welcoming. In this year I made some of my best friends for
life, and I’ve been very inspired by the serving faith of my
mentor at the store.
Finally I decided to not forget these people who had al- Jérôme Pissard, France, now
ready become an important part of my life, and I went to works with orphan or abandoned
visit my new friends in South Asia. I visited ministries, and children in Chiang Mai, Thailand
by the grace of God had been given the chance to be a volunteer in a place taking care
of orphan children. The French Mennonite Church decided to support my effort, and
after several years I started mission work with disadvantaged children in Thailand.
(See Groupe de Soutien Jérôme Pissard on Facebook.)
There are so many orphan children in
Thailand, most of them with a tribal
background. We try to help them to receive the education they need, we care
for their daily needs, and share with
them the love of God in being their new
family, with the hope that in the future,
they will do the same with others.

Visit our
IVEP Facebook page!
facebook.com/IVEProgram

Find us on the web at
mcc.org/ivep
The group of children Jérôme is taking care of this year at
House of Blessing. l to r: Tata, Wacharapong, Nawin,
Panupong, Sam, Yang, Mette, Somnuk, Fodo, Mot (blue
shirt), Louis (Red shirt).

The Bible says that if anyone serves
God, God will honor him. More than a
good experience, this year with MCC
was God calling me to his little ones to
share his peace, forgiveness, and love.

Jérôme Pissard, France, 2005-06, worked at Crossroad Thrift Store, and Norristown
Mennonite New Life Church, Norristown, Pennsylvania

Pray for .

..

IVEPers in action

∗ preparations for
Mid-year Conference
and visas to travel to
Canada
Great Lakes IVEPers with their pizza creations

∗ IVEP hosts and
partners as they
continue to be a
welcoming community for IVEPers
∗ the children at
House of Blessing,
Thailand, that they
be good students at
school, and also that
they may have good
health as they enter
the cold season

East Coast IVEPers extend a warm welcome

Martha, Lesotho, plays in the snow

LinLin, China, poses with bunny
Buyisile, Swaziland, pumpkin carver
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Gavi, Colombia, at work at
Eastern Mennonite Universi-

Musa. Indonesia, with his pastor Sylvia Shirk, happy
to find an Indonesian food store in New York
Charles, Bangladesh,
dwarfed by giant Sequoia

21 South 12th St.
PO Box 500
Akron, PA 17501
717-859-1151
888-563-4676 (toll free)
ivep@mcc.org

Elisante, Tanzania, far right, with Peace House
house mates dressed in traditional clothing

Sambath, Cambodia, dressed
for a1920s work party, with

Thengsu, Bangladesh,
making applesauce

