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Journey

F

or each of you, this year of service with IVEP, SALT or YAMEN has been a journey. Like most journeys,
your service term had a starting point and a finish, but it also had many twists, turns, highs and lows
along the way. During your journey I’m sure you faced roadblocks and possibly detours, perhaps climbed
some metaphorical mountains or walked through a few valleys. At times you might have questioned what
you were doing on this particular journey, and at other times you may have felt perfect peace with where you
found yourself. I hope you had some awe-inspiring moments and also some moments of tranquility beside
quiet waters. Along the way you made new discoveries about yourself and others and the ways we are all connected to one another, and you’ll now incorporate these new perspectives as you continue on in life’s journey.
We carry things with us on journeys, and on this journey you brought your enthusiasm, your abilities, values,
ethics, expectations, hopes, ideas, skills, a sense of openness, an inquisitive mind, and a willingness to serve
and learn. You offered these gifts generously to the people you met along the way. At the same time, there
may have also been moments when these things you carried with you clashed with the realities you faced and
caused you to feel uncomfortable or to question what you knew about the world and your place in it. This is
all part of a normal journey, and the reason that you will emerge changed from this journey.
You may have started out with a small suitcase, but I’m guessing you’ve probably come back with an even
fuller one – literally and metaphorically! This is because a journey is never done alone, and this year wasn’t an
exception. You forged friendships with fellow “travelers” – perhaps other MCC workers, colleagues at your
work place, friends from church and community, hosts or new people you met along the way. Your fellow
travelers not only accompanied you through the bumps in the road and offered you their friendship, but they
had much to teach you. No doubt you have picked up many new skills, abilities, knowledge, perspectives and
values from your interactions with the people who have accompanied you on the journey. These gifts will stay
with you – they are yours to share with others you will meet on your ongoing path.
While your IVEP, SALT or YAMEN journey has come to a close, the journey of life continues. As you move
on to the next stage in your journey, you will incorporate what you have taken from this year into your ongoing path, touching the lives of new people and continuing to stretch and grow along the way.
Psalm 121:8
The Lord will keep your going out and coming in from this time on and forevermore.
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Xiaohua Wen

MCC Global Service Learning Department Staff
from the left
Helen Yocum, Administrative Assistant*
Chris Landes, GSL Director*
Andrea Geiser, IVEP U.S. and YAMEN! Coordinator*
Wade Snowdon, SALT Coordinator**
Shalom Wiebe, interim IVEP Canada Coordinator***
Global Service Learning (GSL) Department’s purpose and mission is to develop and resource short-term, introductory servicelearning opportunities within MCC, with the aim of facilitating increased understanding and relationships among communities
worldwide. Current programs include: SALT, IVEP, YAMEN! and Seed. GSL also resources Work and Learn Teams and Learning
Tours, SOOP (Canada), Summerbridge and Summer Service.
*Based in Akron, Pennsylvania **Based in Winnipeg, Manitoba ***Based in Abbotsford, British Columbia
International Volunteer Exchange Program
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Nila Amallia (Indonesia)
Assistant teacher, Mennonite Educational Institute
Elementary School
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression: My first impression of British Columbia
is colorful because I saw a lot of people from different
countries and different races. People in Canada are very
friendly, caring and always asking you a lot of questions.
And I’m falling in love with British Columbia because I
can see a lot of mountains around me. It is very beautiful
scenery. I love the fresh air, large lands, farms and it’s not
too crowded.
Differences: Indonesia is crowded, every house is close
to each other and some of them don’t have backyards.
In the big city it is very easy to get a traffic jam and air
pollution. My house is close to the beach and the climate
in a tropical country is always hot.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I have a lot of
memorable experiences. I did a lot of thing with my
friends (BC IVEP and Service Worker). We are always
spending our weekends together having a fun time, like
walking to the lakes, go-kart, cheering for soccer games,
ice skating, swimming, making dinner together, making
surprise party for birthday, playing some games. I will
never forget when I decided to cut my long hair to be a
donation for cancer in Canada and my friends (Kathrin,
Meagan, Nico and Tobi) cut my hair together.
Faith Journey: First month in Canada, it was a time to
adapt to my host family, friends, work placement and
everything. Sometimes it was not easy, but at that time
I read verses that encouraged me very much, I know
that God is always listening to my prayers, and He
has a great plan for my future. He wants to make my
feet strong like the feet of a deer, and He will teach my
hand. Sometimes when I felt that I had bad day, those
verses come out from my mind and my heart to make
me stronger and make me keep going to do everything
that God wants me to learn. “He makes my feet like the
feet of a deer; he causes me to stand on the heights. He
trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of
bronze” (Psalm 18:33-34).
New Perspectives: I am part of this world, I am not
only Indonesian. God gave me other families and friends
who come from different countries. That means I also
have a responsibility to take care of them and pray from
them. Life in a different culture makes me learn how to
understand other people, and their values in their lives.
Listening and accepting them with their own character is
very important. I learned how people in Canada always
appreciate other people when they are doing something,
even when it is a small thing. Appreciating others also
makes people feel good, and cheers them up.
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Future Plans: My shortest plan is that I will find a job
after I return home. I pray that I would be a geography
teacher in one of the school in my home town. I have a
plan to teach English to kids in my church. I have a plan
to make a small library, so kids or people around my
place can come to read and learn. Then I want to a have
class in my little library, doing some crafts with kids or
women in my neighborhood. I want women and kids
to have more creativity so they can have a better life. I
will continue my study for a master’s degree, and I pray
for it. And I’m getting ready if God wants to send me to
bless other countries.

Kallyne Araujo (Brazil)

Dietary aide, Mennonite Friendship Communities
South Hutchinson, Kansas, U.S.
First Impression: When I first got here I realized
how polite people are in the U.S. They are always
greeting each other and making sure you feel good and
comfortable. On the other hand, I was worried about
the culture because I could see they are not too close and
affectionate as we are in Brazil.
Differences: Food: Since the first week here, I miss
my food. In Brazil we eat lots of roots, meat, fresh
vegetables and fruits, and rice and beans for sure. We
usually add a lot of seasonings to our food and we
don’t have desserts as often as in the U.S. Church:
We just have four Mennonite churches in my region
(Brazilian Northeast). I was surprised with how big
and structured the Mennonite churches are here. They
have a lot of elderly people. I didn’t find any young
adults in the church I visited. The worship services are
too quiet. Relationships: I found that people are too
afraid of telling the truth or what they think to not
make you sad or to avoid arguing and discussions.
They rarely build deep, strong and close relationships.
They also don’t like too much touching, which was
difficult for me because I do like to touch people and
be touched. Culture: Brazilians are joyful (mostly). We
have a bunch of different traditional dances, rhythms
and flavors. In America everything is pretty much the
same. We usually party a lot for any reason, make fun
of everything, especially ourselves and the situations we
come through. We have a huge coast, which blesses us
with a lot of beaches, which I didn’t have in Kansas at
all. Our favorite sport is soccer – our sickness, which
is not very exciting for Americans. Hutchinson vs.
Recife: As I stayed in a small city, we didn’t have public
transportation, and not many places to go for fun. I’m
from a big city, so I missed the freedom I had to take
public transportation to get somewhere. I always had
a ride to get wherever I needed here though. In my
home town we have lots of options to have fun, a lot of
people all the time, noise everywhere, people walking
and screaming, driving like crazy, traffic unending…
Hutchinson is just so quiet and small, but full of nice
people. Weather: I live in the Northeastern part of Brazil,
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which is very hot and humid. I’ve never experienced the
winter before. The coldest we get there is 70°F, so I had
a hard time trying to keep myself warm here in Kansas.
I was so surprised when I saw snow for the first time.
It was too magical to be real. I had a lot of fun during
the winter…snow man, snow ball fights, snow angels,
sledding, skiing! I think it’s amazing to experience all the
seasons. It’s a blessing.
Memorable or Funny Experience: My supervisor once
asked me to help him deliver food to the rehabilitation
houses on our campus by driving a golf cart, and I told
him I was not able to drive. He made me do it anyway.
It was not that terrible. We had a lot of fun because I
was freaking out trying not hit anything or anyone, and
all the instructions he gave me, I was doing the opposite.
It was just hilarious. I’m glad we’re alive!
Faith Journey: I’ve been struggling a lot during this year.
Things I’ve never thought I could overcome by myself,
so far from family and friends. God has been revealing
himself in another way to me during this time. He has
shown me He is all I need and He is, for sure, all I’ll
have at all times. I can trust and be still because his love
is always going to sustain me in all situations. I am never
alone. I can always count on the beloved of my soul.
New Perspectives: This program made me see how great
my God is. He is everywhere, reveals himself to all the
peoples in the world, which is full of his glory. I feel so
tiny compared to all the marvelous creation. There is a
lot to go, see and experience in this world. There are lots
of peoples to meet, miracles to be contemplated and love
to be shared.
Future Plans: I need to finish college because I still have
one year left but I don’t know exactly how my life
will be when I get back at home. My only plan is to
do whatever God has dreamed for me, and I know it’s
great!

Timoteo Augusto (Mozambique)

Teacher’s assistant, Central Christian School
Kidron, Ohio, U.S.
First Impression: In Mozambique, when we watch on
TV, videos about the U.S., we only see big cities such
as New York, D.C., Miami, etc… so that was what I
expected to see here. When I arrived in Akron, Pa., I
thought it was still going to happen anyway. Therefore,
my first impression about the small town of Kidron was
not the best. Besides, I was coming from a big city in my
country, how in the world could I really enjoy living on a
farm, somewhere in U.S.?
Differences: Since I’ve never been out of even my
country, my whole life, of course I saw a whole bunch of
differences in many things. First of all was the food that
I didn’t like to eat, but had to eat in order to stay alive.
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Beyond that, the language was really hard to learn and
speak. I was missing the fun I used to have at the beach
because here it was horrible cold weather (fortunately, I
survived). But what I really couldn’t deal with was the
transportation: I never enjoyed waiting for my host mom
or another person to come to pick me up after the work
day or if I wanted to go anywhere else!!!
Memorable or Funny Experience: Well, the winter was
really cold, but that was when I learned many different
things I couldn’t even imagine that would happen in my
life. The snow in itself was already a new experience. I
remember one time I told my host brother: “Whoever
made the snow, his only fault was to make it too cold.”
Otherwise, the fun on snow trails, the ice-skate arena,
walking on frozen water and building shapes out of
snow… all was so much fun. Anyone in Mozambique
would like to do it, I guess! The pictures I took with
the colored leaves in fall (a season we don’t have in my
country) are part of what I don’t want to forget. And I’m
excited for the spring’s fun!
Faith Journey: It seems like our churches in Mozambique
are a little rougher than the Mennonite ones around
here. So, I had some struggles dealing with a church
where most of the people are old and we only have a few
young people. When I kind of “felt my faith resting”, I
decided to join a youth and young-adult group. Another
good thing was when my mom gave me a devotional
book; I didn’t stop reading my Bible. That was almost
every night before sleeping.
New Perspectives: It was a pleasure to meet some
Christian Americans. We would never see that on TV
in Mozambique, since they only show what the people
want to buy. After all, the crimes, the contempt and
things like that are not the single story of the U.S. This
is a story to tell: There are people in the U.S. without
discrimination and racial segregation in their minds.
Future Plans: When I return to Mozambique I’m going
to finish the last semester of my University and see if I
can find a job. But thanks to some good people, now I’ve
got some skills such as playing piano and reading music,
which not many people have in my country. I believe,
one day, I will use these skills to serve my church,
community and, maybe, make some money for my own.

Charles Biswas (Bangladesh)

Case manager, Victim & Offender Reconciliation
Program
Fresno, California, U.S.
First Impression: When I first arrived in Fresno,
California, I was really impressed by the natural beauty
and the hospitality that I got from the people. It’s a very
calm and quiet city surrounded with green field and
big trees. It’s a city full of silence; you can’t even hear
any noise after evening. I started to feel like I was in
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the most peaceful part of the world. That was a unique
feeling I can’t even express in words. I was completely
pleased by the behavior of people. They are very friendly
and open-hearted, and they speak in a gentle voice with
respect, and always have a smile. People say “Hi” to
strangers, which is pretty impressive to me. Mountain
View Community Church has been the best place
throughout the beginning of my journey. People in my
church community are easy-going, and they treated me
very well. They always encouraged me with love and
affection and I was truly blessed by them. At first, when
I went through a transition time it was not that easy to
get adjusted to a different work atmosphere and host
family. But day by day I literally started to get acclimated
with entirely things. The beginning was hard, but as I go
along I find my own way.
Differences: There has been a huge difference between
my country and the U.S. Lifestyle, food, culture,
weather, tradition, law and justice system – everything
is different. Here people are very busier with their own
life; they always work hard and don’t have sufficient
leisure time. Most of the people don’t know who is
living in their neighborhood. In my country we always
know who is living in our neighborhood. Here the law
and justice system is very strict and well organized. If
anyone commits a crime they must go to jail. I wish
my country had this kind of system. All the people are
equal here and deserve equal respect and there is no job
discrimination. The job market is not congested like
my country; even young people have the opportunity
have a job. In my country lot of educated people
have no job opportunities. In the U.S. young adults
have many opportunities to pursue their dreams. The
structure of the federal government system is very
systematic and well organized; they always work hard
for the development of state and people. In my country
government is highly corrupt and does not pay much
attention to development. People are not struggling
here with poverty like the way people struggled in my
country.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I had a couple of
funny experiences in my journey. My host brother and
I watched the Super Bowl together, which is American
football but I thought that it was rugby. My host brother
had a hard time explaining all the rules and regulations
of the game. I had a conversation with my American
friend about cricket, but my friend thought I was talking
about Cricket, a telecommunication company. I was
so confused during that time, but later on I realized
that people in the U.S. are not familiar with the game
Cricket. The most memorable experience of my journey
is IVEP Mid-Year Conference, where we watched
the concert of Hillsong, and hiked at Yosemite and
Rubidoux Mountain with a bunch of fun-loving people.
Line dancing with my coworkers at Bullfrog was a most
memorable, enjoyable experience.
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Faith Journey: With the blessing of God, I got a chance
to come here. I couldn’t even think of coming to the
U.S., but God made my dream came true. After coming
here I met some people (I called them the angels of my
life) who helped me get involved with church activities.
I started to join them at youth group and bible study
and continued to church every Sunday. I became much
more consistent with faith and growing in the Holy
Spirit. I am literally getting influenced by the sermon
and the gospel music of my church. I began to realize
the transformation of God in my life. The hand of God
can be clearly seen moving, guiding, and protecting me.
I struggled a lot because of my fear, but now I believe,
“Whom shall I fear? I know who goes before me and
who stands behind me; the God of angel armies is
always by my side.” Having a personal relationship with
God means we should include God in our daily lives. We
should pray to Him, read His word, and meditate on
verses in an effort to get to know Him better. I can tell
now I am not who I used to be – I am redeemed.
New perspective: This year of cross culture experience
changed my perception and has given me a unique vision
to see the world in a different way. IVEP helped me to
boost my confidence level and become proactive. I got
a wonderful platform to know much more about the
consequence of restorative justice in the community.
How victim and offender reconciliation program
becomes a holistic approach to stop the criminal
act. Right now Peace and conflict study become an
attention grabbing issue for me. I am highly motivated
and impressed by the work of MCC and how they are
making a difference around the world. I have committed
myself to serve and work for the under-privileged people
around the world.
Future Plans: My future plan is to find a job in a nonprofit or humanitarian organization. I believe this is the
sector where I am able to do development work and
also able to contribute to the community for making a
difference. I will try to share my knowledge, skills and
reflection about VORP (restorative justice program) with
my church, community and MCC Bangladesh Peace
project. I don’t want to think that much about the future
because I believe that God has a good plan for me.

Rubina Budha (Nepal)
Living Branches
Souderton/Lansdale, Pennsylvania, U.S.
First Impression: When we first got off the plane in
Philly I thought it was still Nepal. So when we went to
collect our luggage I asked a man who was standing
nearby in Nepali, and that man must have thought I
was mad. On the very first day when we were driving
to Akron it was very hard for me to believe that it was
America. I was constantly telling Binod that it does not
looks like America at all because I didn’t see any big
buildings. On the very first day I could feel that this
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year is going to be the best time ever. People were so
welcoming everywhere.

is out-of-date, but now we are developing everything a
little bit and I need to learn from a developed country.

Differences: For the first month I was always going,
“Wow” and “Wow” to everything. I was surprised at
most of the things I saw. To me almost everything was
different, like culture or lifestyle, people, place, bed,
work, family, food, language, stores, the Mall, etc.

Memorable or Funny Experience: I am very glad to be
here and I very much enjoy my life here in Canada.

Memorable or Funny Experience: Once I bought a dress
that I could wear two ways. I could wear it as a skirt
or as a long dress. I was explaining it to my host sister
Angilla and the words were not coming together right. I
ended up telling her, “Hey Angilla look what I got today
– I can wear it from upstairs and downstairs.” Lol She
almost cracked up. Hahaha
Faith Journey: To be honest my relationship with God
kind of swings up and down a lot. Sometimes I felt very
close to God whereas sometimes I felt God was standing
way too far away from me. Nevertheless, I felt God’s
hand heavy upon me every now and then. I could feel
God on my side. Moreover I felt Jesus lives inside of me
so I should be seeing the things exactly the way God
does. I always feel the whole God is ruling my heart so
everything I do I will prosper. I spent nights crying out to
him for help because there are things that only God can
break through. So this year God revealed himself to me
not only as a father, but as a best friend.
New Perspectives: Now I feel like I have seen the world
after getting to know all my IVEP friends and people
here in America. I have changed my mindset on various
things. I have learned to be more confident while doing
things. This experience has broadened my horizons and I
see things differently than I used to before. I have opened
up my eyes and heart for bringing up new change within
myself and around me.
Future Plans: I have a plan to work at UMN (United
Mission To Nepal) for two years and I have plans to
come to America for my Master’s either in Social Work
or Early Child hood Education, then go back to Nepal to
serve there. My long term goal is to work with children
who are vulnerable. I would like to save children who
are at risk in Nepal.

Kaykeo Chounlamounty (Laos)

Ranch Ehrlo
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

First Impression: When I was first here the first things I
noticed is that most Canadian people are respectful and
friendly, the city is so beautiful, modern, but the weather
is too cold. But I like it, a beautiful white city.
Differences: Yes, in Canada it’s too cold; my country
is hot. Here everything is up-to-date; in my country we
don’t have some things like in Canada. My home county
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Faith Journey: The way I communicate with God is I
play guitar in the band at church. I feel his Spirit come
to me all the time and it makes me feel freedom when I
play music, so that’s the way I connect to God.
New Perspectives: Everything is not easy and that’s why
we are here – to learn about and experience a culture
in another county, but for myself, when I first got here
I didn’t quite understand about culture and then I tried
to understand what most Canadian people like to do
or what they don’t like to do. I learned a lot and that
became a big experience for me. I need to learn more
about everything here.
Future Plans: I will bring this experience I got here
back to my home county and share about it and help to
develop my home county.

Enock Dor (Haiti)
Assitant, L’Arche Montreal
Montreal, Québec, Canada
First Impression: When first arrived in Canada I took
my time to look at the people, the way they behave and
I asked to myself, “Am I really in Canada?” Yes, I was. I
was impressed at seeing me in a new world and also the
different way of speaking French.
Differences: There is a big difference between Haiti and
Canada. Socially they are different, different structures,
different way of living, some different foods, and
different weather.
Memorable or Funny Experience: When I first came
I was so tired and I wanted to take a shower before
sleeping, but I did not know how to control the water’s
temperature. I started out good, but unfortunately I
stopped the water to use the soap and after using the
soap, I wanted to rinse but it was too hot. I lost the
control, so finally I dried my body without rinsing. I
will never forget my time with MCC, my supervisor, the
IVEPers, the international worship, the different foods I
ate, my new friends, and friends from my home country,
my adorable host family, the people in my workplace.
Faith Journey: Before coming here I was thinking about
my spiritual life, because I already knew it wouldn’t
be the same. It was real, what I thought about living
here in Montreal – it is not easy for my spiritual life.
I understand more about what faith is. I have been
through some struggles in my spiritual life. I felt so down
in my spirit. I realized something was wrong in my life.
It was hard for me to discover what it was. Finally I
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called on the Lord to help me and He did. Now I’m
doing my best day-by-day to do a good work for God
in sharing His peace, words and love
New Perspectives: Now I understand myself more. I
recognize my strength and weakness, what I can do and
what I cannot do, the talents that I have. I am more
attentive and patient with others. And I am sure I will
be a source of peace to my home country, sharing what
I have learnt here in Canada.
Future Plans: My future plans are to go to university
learning specialized education, Theology, and music,
and sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Mónica Figueroa (Guatemala)
Community worker, Resource Action Alimentation
Montreal, Québec, Canada
First Impression: My eyes have seen all big and flat, no
mountains as in Guatemala. The first day I visited a
neighborhood for retired people and to my surprise
there was no perimeter wall, security gate, of course
no security agents, zero noise – a North American
neighborhood like in the movies. Upon my arrival at
the airport in Montreal I saw more cultures than I
had seen in my whole life – people speaking different
languages, with different accents, colors, sizes, clothing,
etc. Touring the city of Montreal for the first time, wow
I just fell in love. It was even more diverse, with history
and culture on the streets and walls, people, all walking,
using bicycles every day. I love to see that freedom. And
my work environment, it’s completely different from the
rest of Montreal. Here I interact daily with people from
the Middle East, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, India,
Afghanistan, etc. Now my first impression of the food
was that it has no taste and looks plastic (Sorry LOL),
but with the passing of days my perception improved.
Differences: 1) Security: I feel free to walk the streets
without being aware if someone comes behind me, no
matter whether it is morning, afternoon or evening.
In Guatemala, wherever we are walking, we take
every precaution to avoid any robbery. 2) Values:
Montreal people are honorable, honest, direct but
highly educated, kind, respectful, and even more so
with old people. But in contrast I have met many
people who decided to no longer believe in God and
are now atheists, agnostics. That was something that
was completely new to me. They “all” have an almost
perfect life, but in reality they need most importantly,
God in their lives. In Guatemala the main differences
is that most people identify as either Catholic or
Protestant, but both are Christian and although many
do not practice, all believe in God the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. But in spite of many people “believing” in
God, not everyone is honest and respectful.
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3) Family: In Guatemala, God and family is the most
important (grandparents, parents, children, aunts,
uncles, cousins, nephews, nieces) and we are very close
and we know we can count on each other in good and
bad situations. There are meetings frequently and family
and friends of friends are always welcome. Here people
are very individualistic, and family is a couple with
their children and when the children leave home, they
are independent and mostly absent. Families here are
very jealous of their privacy. 4) Climate: I have always
repeated the phrase, “Guatemala is a country of eternal
spring”, but now that I have seen the four seasons and
lived through this long, long winter, I appreciate our
privileged weather. Seeing the summer, fall, winter and
spring has been a great experience. I enjoy the snow,
but also appreciate the beautiful weather we have all
year in Guatemala. 5) Happiness: I have discovered that
in Guatemala, even with all the needs and adversities
we are very happy and positive people. This year I read
a study that ranks us in fourth place worldwide for
happiness. You don’t need material possessions to be
happy.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Improving my English
was the funniest. This year I became a professional
at inventing new words. I express myself with such
confidence because I believe that I am right, and it
caused some hysterical moments: The clothes no longer
fit in my suitpack hahahaha, Suitcase and Backpack
mixed up. This calefaction doesn’t work, meaning
heating. Now, in French, once a woman in another office
said to me: “Bonjour ‘Shirin’, comment ça va?” which to
me meant, “Hi Shirin, how are you?” (Shirin is the name
of a woman who comes into the building every day.)
And I said, “Well, thanks, but I’m Monica, not Shirin.”
She started laughing and said, “I know you aren’t Shirin,
Monica… I said ‘Bonjour Chérie.’ In French Chérie
means “Dear” hahaha.
Faith Journey: At the beginning it was hard because I
didn’t have support with church like in Guatemala, but
that made me strong and intentional in my relationship
with God. Now I’m happy to be closer with Him and
have a routine that has become my daily habit to stay
close to Him.
New Perspectives: I feel I am aligned in the purpose that
God has for my life. People in North America donate
for poor countries, now I realize I am blessed for live in
Guatemala where I can work to help people. We have
a lot of needs and I want to help with my work, and I
will do that whatever God wants me to in Guatemala,
Canada, Latin America, Africa, etc. I’m ready to
continue serving Him.
Future Plans: I want to continue working to help people.
I will continue working in social projects and I hope
I will find a job, preferably with an NGO. I like the
administrative area and the operational area so I’m open
to job options.
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Kathrin Friesen (Brazil)
Chaplain intern, Menno Place
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression: My first impression of the U.S. and
Canada is that it is a safe place to live. The houses
don’t have walls to keep anyone from just walking
into the property. Another good impression I had was
about the friendliness of people, certainly more than I
expected. I also was impressed (I still am) by the beauty
of the landscape here in B.C. Mountains, lakes, forests,
everything amazing!
Differences: In Canada the economy of the country is
way better than in Brazil. Both are hard-working places
to live, but it’s easier to achieve things here. In Brazil it’s
sometimes even difficult to have hope for a change for
good in the country, but God has control over it.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Trying some winter
sports in Canada was amazing! When I learned how to
ski, I was the only adult person in the lessons group and
the kids did so much better than me, even so it was lots
of fun! Being a music lover, I use music all the time at
my workplace, singing with the elderly. It’s so amazing
to see such different people joining in my music and it
feels like I don’t want to stop singing, it’s always such an
enjoyable moment.
Faith Journey: What really encouraged me this year to
study the Bible more and share about it was the fact that
I was serving at a seniors home, leading devotions and
encouraging other people. The amazing thing is that I
learn so much for myself and God teaches me first, so
I’m able to be used to pass His message to others.
New Perspectives: This year has been mind-opening
for me, getting to know more about other cultures and
how to live life in different ways. I have had so many
challenges during this year and I decided to take steps
into the unknown, aware of my insecurity, but also of
my willingness to learn more. I look at myself now as a
more prepared person for whatever is to come.
Future Plans: About one thing I’m sure: God has given
me so much love and compassion for all nations that
I’m totally willing to go to any place in the world to be
God’s messenger of love. But for now, my short-term
plans include finishing my university and volunteering
with elderly in my home city. I know God has great
plans for me and I love living under His control.

Binod Gaire (Nepal)
Physical Education teaching assistant, Quakertown
Christian School
Quakertown, Pennsylvania, U.S.
International Volunteer Exchange Program

First Impression: America has always been a big name in
my country so I was very excited and happy to be in the
U.S. for my assignment.
Differences: I never had privacy in my home country, but
here I have privacy and also freedom to make my own
choices.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I had already been
about one month in my host house when one day I
forgot to bring my key with me. I really needed to get
into my house to get ready to go on a mission trip. None
of the family members were around. I tried to get into
my house through windows and the two basements. But
all were locked. After I told this to my family I came
to know that the house is divided into two houses. The
one basement door and other windows I tried to enter
through would have led me to the wrong house!
Faith Journey: It’s been a great year of growing more
in my relationship with God. I hardly had any private
time back home. Here it has been a great time to spend
time with God. God has helped me to think outside of
the box and has helped me set plans and visions for his
glory.
New Perspectives: My little work or steps can make big
change in community if it is through prayers.
Future Plans: Besides working in schools to set up
Physical Education plans and athletics, I would also like
to work with some young children in sports. My plan is
to help young people to be leaders by sharing the Gospel
through sports.

Thengsu Ghagra (Bangladesh)
Volunteer, Global Gifts
Indianapolis, Indiana, U.S.
First Impression: I was a bit nervous when I came to the
U.S. because of a new culture, new people, and a new
environment. The most important thing was my English;
I thought if I don’t know good English, how will I be
able to have proper conversations with the foreigners?
That was my biggest issue. But I found the ways. In
the U.S., I made new friends and family to overcome
everything.
Differences: The U.S. and Bangladesh have lots of
differences: Culture, food, ways of eating, way of living,
education, population, seasons and overall everything.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I went many places
with my host. I went to historical places, zoos, museums
and some others places. And IVEP Mid-Year Conference
was memorable too.
Faith Journey: Before applying I had no idea about IVEP.
I think it was God’s plan that I applied for this program.
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Now, being involved in this program I see how great
God’s grace is on me. Now I feel my relationship with
God is growing more and more. He is opening my eyes.
I had wrong thoughts about other countries, culture,
people and communities, but he opened my eyes and
heart to see and understand. God has been faithful to me
in this journey. Now I am more confident because his
love is bringing me closer to him.
New Perspectives: This program helped me to know
myself better. It’s helped me as an open-minded person.
Here people respect each other, culture and I mean
everything. This program changed my way of thinking.
Now I am thinking we all are brothers and sisters in
Christ.
Future Plans: I will go back to my country to finish my
studies. I want to serve God and work for education.

Thokozani Gina (Swaziland)
Youth worker, Rainbow Youth Centre
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
First Impression: Coming to Canada I used to think that
every house was like heaven, all families had only one
child, everyone owned expensive properties and the
government offered free service. I was so nervous the day
I had to take the bus from Saskatoon to Regina. I was
all by myself. People who had been in this part of this
world had shared stereotypical information that in buses
you mind your own space and don’t bother other people.
With fear I greeted a lady who sat on the seat opposite
to mine. With a smile she responded. I was like wow, it
is not as bad as people said, not everyone is mean. My
placement was a Christian-based organization, but to my
surprise nobody talked about Christ or spiritual things. I
took me a while to understand, but thank God I have not
offended anyone. Some people asked me about salvation
and I shared, and they were willing to give it a try.
Differences: There are so many differences between
Canada and my home country. To begin with, the
weather is the opposite of the other. Swaziland is a warm
country and the winter does not reach the negatives.
In Canada temperatures go below the freezing point in
winter. Another observation that I have made is that
people in Canada like their private space. They do
visit friends and family, but most of their time they are
indoors rather than outdoors. In my home community
we spend most of our time outdoors and mostly
interacting with people. The streets are always noisy
and most of the houses play loud music during the day.
Houses here in Canada are quiet, the silence makes you
think the people are not in their houses, but then the
parked cars on the streets are a good sign that people are
in their houses. There is not so much social interaction
like we have at home.
Memorable or Funny Experience: If I could write a book
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about memorable experiences it could be the longest book
ever but I will cut it short. One of the greatest times was
meeting with the Saskatchewan IVEPers every month.
We had so much fun and it was amazing, and thanks
to our coordinator Kaytee Edwards, we were always
comfortable and having a great time. The Mid-Year
Conference was one of the greatest moments in my entire
life, getting together and fellowshipping was amazing.
One of the funniest moments happened when we went
skating with the youth at Rainbow Youth Centre. It was
my first ice skating experience and there was a boy who
came up to me and asked, “You can’t skate? How old are
you?” I just laughed and told him there was no snow in
Africa and he just laughed out loud.
Faith Journey: Had it not been through faith, I don’t
think I would have been able to complete my IVEP
year. God has been my source throughout the time. Not
every day was a walk in the park. Living miles away
from my family and people who understand me, anxiety,
loneliness and isolation invaded me. Too many questions
would rise but spending time reading the word of God
and praying renewed my strength every day. My room
was the nosiest in my host house because most of the
time I sang and played worship music and that is one of
the things that sustained me. Also sharing my journey of
faith with people I met made me grow and feel stronger
spiritually. Even though people are not free to talk about
Salvation to others, I still did.
New Perspectives: For all my life I used to think that
people who live in this part of the country are all rich
and they had everything they needed. Problems were far
away from them. Working at Rainbow Youth Centre,
where most of the Aboriginal youth come for drop-in
and hearing their daily stories, opened my eyes that every
person can have problems.
Future Plans: Working in a big organization (Rainbow
Youth Centre) there are so many things that I learnt
about young people. Even though it’s a different culture,
most of the information is relevant. My way forward
is to go back to New Hope Centre and apply the
knowledge and the skills that I have acquired. Also in
my community and church I will be an advocate of Peace
and give my time to listen to young people who need
an ear. Having worked with youth for some time and
working with youth here in Canada, it is in my plan to
go and study Psychology, which will be relevant to youth
care work and to assist other people who need emotional
relief. Having all these dreams I will be working for
peace, development and relief in the name of Christ.
There are so many people who need me in making a
difference in their lives. I want to be a part of making
Peace and bringing Change. It all starts from knowing
and wanting to work toward peace and accepting people
the way God sees them: not all people from the Middle
East are terrorists, not all the French are mean and not
all African Americans are violent. It’s just stereotypes we
must eradicate so that we will live in peace. As followers
of Christ we are called to love and advocate toward
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peace, it all starts by giving and my IVEP year has given
me the opportunity to begin my journey to work toward
peace building. For PEACE “I will.”

Goodwill Gwala (South Africa)
IT associate & User support technician
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
First Impression: The people were friendly and very
welcoming. They were very courteous and peaceful. The
city is very diversely populated.
Differences: People are more reserved or tend to keep to
themselves a lot. People tend to be more direct.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Spending Christmas
with my host family and their extended family was a
very memorable experience for me. It gave new meaning
to Christmas.
Faith Journey: I have been very privileged to have been
surrounded by a strong community of faith that has
influenced and shaped my faith journey.
New Perspectives: My cross cultural experience changed
my perspective on what is considered “normal.” Our
perspective of what is normal differs across cultures.
This is the beauty of culture; it makes us realize that life
has more than one representation. It is because of this
experience I have become more accepting of others.
Future Plans: My future plans are to finish my studies.
I also hope to get an opportunity to use the experiences
and skills I have gained.

Sandra Hildebrand (Paraguay)

Village Green Thrift Store
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada

First Impression: I found it very beautiful when I came,
so green. I also found that there are lots of open spaces
in the city, and for the most part it’s not crowded. I felt
like a family member of my host family very soon. And
there is so much daylight here during summer.
Differences: The weather of course :D The people here
are also doing lots of things different: If you come to a
group of people you just say ‘Hi’ and that’s it – we greet
each one individually (either with a handshake, a hug or
a kiss). Here they are buying a lot of food (and you can
find it everywhere) instead of making most of it at home.
The big meal here is supper and not lunch (with which I
am still dealing with), and I observed that the people here
are using their electronics way more than people at home.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I think I’ll especially
keep the winter activities in mind. Snowball fights, ice
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skating, snowboarding, and wiener roast in midst of the
snow were all so new for me and made this experience
unforgettable. But the people are the ones that make
this year so awesome. Meeting all the different IVEPers
from so many countries, learning about them and
their cultures was indescribable. Living with my host
family, all the crazy and close moments that we had was
priceless. There are so many things that I’ll keep in mind,
and so many people that I’ll keep in my heart.
Faith Journey: Before I came I knew I would learn how
to trust God totally because I came alone and knew
nobody, yet He is going with me through every situation
and will never leave me. I also could see that He knows
what I need and provides it. In this year He is teaching
me to live the life He has planned for me, I am learning
to put every single thing in God’s hands.
New Perspectives: Oh I learned a lot. Others showed me
lots of different things about myself. Being away from
home makes you see it with different eyes and I really
appreciate my country and my culture now. Living with
others in another culture shows you how they are living
and also why. Listening to all the many different stories
throughout this year expanded my horizon so much and
makes me see the world with new eyes.
Future Plans: I plan to move to another city and start
studying, probably interior design. And I would like to
work with MCC some in the future.

Nishita Janet Hill

(India)
Volunteer, MCC thrift store, MCC office & Ten
Thousand Villages
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression: I was so excited as I was traveling out
of my country for the first time. When I reached my
assignment place I felt that something is missing, and
one day my host mom was driving me to a local shop
and asked me if there is something I am missing here as
compared to my country. I took a few moments and then
told her that I am missing the crowd. Canada is such a
big country in comparison to India and population is
much less. So obviously it is very less crowded on the
road and in public places, and most importantly it is a
neat and clean country.
Differences: There is a huge difference between Canada
and India. Our culture, dressing sense, eating habits,
work culture, education, health care system, traffic rules
and the weather – everything is different. As Canada
is a developed country, so here facilities and resources
are more easily available as compared to India. But due
to globalization, now India is also growing on a higher
scale. Say, for example, the food and the clothes which a
kid in Canada is eating and wearing are the same brand
of food and clothes available in India as well. Nowadays
India is getting modernized and adopting a new culture
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and technologies while keeping our own culture intact.
So after experiencing both the countries, I think that
there are similarities in the differences.
Memorable or Funny Experience: The whole year spent
in Canada is full of memories. But there are some heart
touching moments that I would like to share. 1) The first
day with my host family, my host dad prepared Indian
food and I was very touched by their warm gesture as
we all enjoyed it just like I used to do with my family
in India. It was amazing to realize that they love to eat
spicy food so eating Indian and spicy is normal for them
(which was really good for me). 2) I was so blessed to be
the part of ribbon cutting ceremony of the new building
for MCC Abbotsford, B.C., Canada. 3) On my birthday
my host parents arranged a surprise birthday party,
which really made me emotional. I was really missing
my family on that day because I always celebrated my
birthday with them. Here I felt that nobody was going to
celebrate it, but my host parents and other IVEPers and
service workers really surprised me and made me feel as
special as I am for my own parents.
Faith Journey: My relationship with the Lord became
stronger in these days. I faced hard times during my
stay in Canada. Many times I find myself broken and
alone. But the Lord supported me and taught me to fight
through the hard situations and told me that he is there
with me all the time to protect me from every evil thing.
New Perspectives: I find myself blessed to be part of
IVEP. I have learnt a lot of things that will help me in
my future. It increased my confident to keep my point
of view. I became more confident to meet new people.
Now my mind is more open, sharp, and thinking wider.
The most important thing I have learnt is to live life for
others. I learned a new work culture that might help me
to become a good leader.
Future Plans: Nobody knows the future, but if it is God’s
will I would like to start something of my own to help
other people in my surroundings. I’m hoping for the best
and my hope is totally upon our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

Solger Kim (Republic of Korea (South Korea))
Refugee resettlement volunteer & Teacher assistant/
After-school teacher, McKinley Elementary School
Allentown, Pennsylvania, U.S.
First Impression: Nothing is that different for me – seems
almost the same, food, view, etc. Usually what I’m doing
here is meeting people, like refugees from Burma, and
Iraq, children from elementary school, and homeless
people. At the very beginning, honestly, I was kind of
nervous to see homeless people and refugees. My pastor
warned me it’s not going to be easy, smell is bad, clothes
are dirty. I knew she just wanted to prepare me, but
actually her words made me afraid.
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Differences: Pretty much is the same. Whenever people
asked me this question, it was hard to answer right
away. The biggest one is Korean don’t wear shoes in
the house. For a Korean, every meal is important. In
the Korean tradition there are various dishes and very
plentiful. In America, on the other hand, they have
a very simple meal like toast, or a sandwich, except
for supper. While here I always need to ask for a ride,
whereas in Korea I used to take public transportation.
Memorable or Funny Experience: One day I played hide
and seek with my host family kids in my house. I and
Lily (3 years old) hid in my closet. As soon as I closed
the closet door, I remembered I have claustrophobia. It
suddenly felt hard to breathe, so I tried to open the door
a bit. But the door didn’t work. The door handle was
just going around. I was shocked, but I could not express
my fear, because of my little Lily sitting with me who
didn’t know what’s going on. I held her hand tightly just
in case, and called for Nati who is 5 years old. “Nati!
We are here! We’re hiding in my closet.” Although he
came to us, he was too young to open the tight door. I
asked him to call his mommy, Esther, while I’m worrying
that I will black out. Finally Esther came and opened the
door. Now it’s a fun story to share :-), but I decided I
will never go into closet to hide Lol. Another memorable
time was when we had a time to celebrate homeless
people’s birthdays. I’ve never imagined a homeless
birthday party before. It is very natural to celebrate
someone’s birthday though. To celebrate the date of birth
means to support the reason for being. That event made
me think again, that homeless people are also human
beings who are supposed to get support, love, and joy
for themselves too.
Faith Journey: What I get the most is my relationship
with God. I made many of my own stories between God
and me. When I was in Korea, I used to rely on people,
like friends, and family or struggle myself when I had a
problem. I could get everything I needed easily by myself,
so I didn’t used to ask God. But here, it was difficult
to live like that with limited mobility and resources. So
the only one I can rely on is God, my Lord. God cares
about everything from the very tiny to the huge. When
I felt lonely, the Lord brought me a friend. When I was
hungry, he gave me perfectly what I wanted to eat. When
I felt sad, he came to me and comforted me all night. I
love you, my Lord.
New Perspectives: I used to care about others’ opinions
too much, like how they see me. What if I look weird in
their eyes? But I decided to change and not care so much
about what others think. One of the cultural things I like
here is that nobody cares about others (in a good way!).
I believe God want to see me be happy. Also I had a lot
of time to see and think about myself – what is good,
what is bad – honest with myself. Sometimes it was
harsh to see my weakness, but I pray, and believe God is
going to use my weakness.
Future Plans: I might go back to school to study more.
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I hope I can glorify God with my studies, especially for
Korean peace. There are many conflicts that do not seem
to be able to be solved. And also if I have a chance I’d
like to help take care of foreigners who temporarily stay
in Korea.

Bae Kkot-ip (Republic of Korea (South Korea))

International community relations volunteer, Centre For
Newcomers
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
First Impression: It was interesting to see snow in
September. Usually we have cool weather and clear sky
in September in Korea. Also I couldn’t imagine the snow
in September. People in Canada told me, “It is good for
you to experience Calgary!” And I found that Calgary is
a very friendly city. I met a woman at the mall, and she
bought me lunch. She said I reminded her of her Korean
friends. Also I found that Calgary is a city between
digital and analogue. There were heaters that were not
electronic in the C-train station. Also people use a paper
ticket for transfer in Calgary. These kinds of things made
a comfortable impression on me.
Differences: South Korea has the third densest
population in the world. Especially, Seoul has a high
density of population. So, most of buildings are very
close. Compared to Korea, Canada has a very wide land
so the buildings are far from each other. It feels empty
and cold to me to look around the town. And we don’t
have many newcomers in Korea. Even if we have, they
are almost all from Asian countries. But here in Canada,
they have lots of newcomers from various countries with
various statuses. So I am happy to meet many people
from many backgrounds and make relationships with
them. I can really feel what the word ‘Global’ is.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I am working with
newcomers. Basically, they have different level of
English skills. I was working on answering the phone
for Tax Clinic. And it was a little challenging for me to
understand and pronounce names. When they explain
their names, they use simple words for each letter like
A for apple and Z for zebra. One day, one of my clients
tried to explain his name. And he stopped to think for
the letter ‘I’. After five seconds, he said “I for I love
you!” At that time, we were just laughing together. It
was a very funny experience for me.
New Perspectives: I found that I am happy to do many
things that I didn’t have an interest in before. It could
be doing a presentation in front of people. It could be
having a conversation with new person. I learn many
things about myself through working at the Centre For
Newcomers. Also, I am excited about new things about
me that I didn’t know, but I will find. It can be difficult
to adjust with so many differences and challenges. But I
know that those make me grow into a better person.
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Future Plans: I will do volunteer work for six months
for the KAC (Korean Anabaptist Centre). Then I will go
back to university to continue my study. I don’t know
what kind of job I want to get. But, I know that I want
to work for peace and love. I want to live for people
who are isolated by violence. I want to be a person who
is brave enough to say things that people are scared
to say. If I work in an office, it would be a non-profit
organization. I saw a passion in people who are working
in the non-profit sector. I will be very happy to work
for the people, not for the money. Also I want to help
an organization that is related with newcomers so I can
share what I learn in the Centre For Newcomers.

Febri Cahya Kristiani (Indonesia)
Pastoral ministry, Mennonite Friendship Communities &
Children ministry, Journey Mennonite Church
South Hutchinson, Kansas, U.S.
First Impression: I was excited, but a little worried because
I will not eat rice every day or every single meal. I thought
I would lose weight (YEAH!) and really miss rice a lot.
In fact I didn’t lose weight because I love American food,
which is expensive back home, but I ate that every day.
I didn’t miss rice because I cooked that once in a while.
Magic garage, I was so surprise when I saw their garage
open by itself then I realized that they have a remote in
their car to open it. Snow, it felt so magical when I saw
and I danced in the snow shower. I touched and tasted
my first snow. Hard to describe how magical snow is.
Differences: Food: back home we eat rice with every
single meal and when we don’t eat rice it means you
don’t eat. Here, at least I eat rice once a week. So, it
means all the other times I just have snack time! In
Indonesia we eat fresh food every day; in the U.S., I
can eat soup that they saved in a freezer a year ago.
MAGICAL STUFF. That isn’t the real meaning; I mean
in the U.S. everything is automatic! Garage, car, dish
washer, etc. Weather: I got my first fall, winter, and
spring in the U.S. It was an amazing feeling when
I saw leaves turn colors, watched snow showers
turn everything white, and how excited I was to say
“welcome back real sunshine” when spring came.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I was in the big event
of quilting. I saw an elderly woman whom I met once
before. We greeted each other and talked about a few
things in English. Then she asked me, “Do you speak
English? If you do, you can read this paper!” I answered,
“I guess I do!”
Faith Journey: I felt so weak in the beginning because
it felt like what I have to do is beyond my ability. But,
I want to see more about God’s faithfulness as He
walks with me through all the challenges and His great
strength makes everything possible. By the time I got
through with the challenges I really realized that God is
always with me and gives me the ability when I humbly
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ask Him to lead me and completely depend on Him; not
in my own strength. With God, I’m POSSIBLE!
New Perspectives: I came to do my assignment thinking “I
don’t have things/stuff to give.” By the time I served them
I realize that what they need is not about things/stuff/
money, but about people who are willing to share their
heart for loving, hands for helping and comforting, and
ears to listen. Everybody needs LOVE even though we are
different! I learned how to love others and do something
for them with my best. I felt my heart become rich when
I gave mine (my heart, hands, ears, and time) to them.
Then my mind opened, we really need to love people like
God does, no matter where they come from and what
they look like, everyone in every nation. I don’t need to
be somebody else to be loved. I just have to be myself
and be thankful for that. I need to worship God not just
in the church but worship God with all I can do, every
time and everywhere. No matter what kind of place and
with whomever I am with at the time, God is there. His
presence depends on my willingness to open my heart.
Future Plans: I will continue my study and ministry.
Someday I want to have a Kids Center, where poor kids
can have free education, not just in academics but in
character also. I hope I can join with MCC doing social
work for peace and justice.

Moltong Josue Lagardy (Chad)

Sales associate, Ten Thousand Villages & Volunteer,
CoSA
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
First Impression: I like Calgary despite it coldness and
it wasn’t a big challenge to fit in my host family and
my church community. Ten Thousand Villages and the
managers and volunteers welcomed me very well. I
felt at home quickly and that helped my learning and
integration in the store. CoSA was challenging in the
beginning, but the orientation I received helped me and
opened my horizons about Restorative Justice and I
discovered another side of my own person in terms of
tolerance and peacemaking.
Differences: The difference between Canada and Chad
is felt in everything. The weather, the infrastructures
(housing and transportation), work organisation, time
factor, the culture and church are quite different from
home. Peoples of the two different countries and their
cultures are quite different too. In North America
“People choose to build relationships” in Chad “The
living space makes relationships.”
Memorable or Funny Experience: Skiing!!! I went skiing
with my friends on March 28th, and it was one of the
most fun and funniest experiences. My skis we’re not
well set up by the rentals and we realized that once up
the hill :) Mackenzie (my friend the ski professional)
took me on his back like a baby and skied all way down
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from the top of the hill to the starting point. It was
incredible and I was ashamed all the way because of the
people and kids around who were watching our weird
experience.
Faith Journey: My faith journey in Canada has been a
very good experience. I love my church community and
services. Being part of the Young-Adults Bible Study has
been very helpful and inspiring.
New Perspectives: My cross cultural experience has
reinforced my personal convictions and perspective
about things like peace, religion, people differences and
acceptance. My view of my country is not the same
after my cross cultural service. I was already devoted to
help my family and people around me, but I feel like it’s
not enough. I got some new ideas to engage my friends
and family to think as a global family. The peaceful
living in Canada is such a good experience to be lived in
all the other countries around the world and this should
start at home (Chad).
Future Plans: I have two main goals once I’m home. The
first goal is to find a job and work then I can go back to
university for higher education.

Ping Ping Li (China)
Trainee, Carlisle Inn
Sugarcreek, Ohio, U.S.
First Impression: Where I live in America is a very
peaceful place, people are very nice, especially my host
parents. The scene when I first met them is still vivid in
my mind. The big smiles on their faces melted my heart.
They care about me very much, I felt like I was already
being loved. I was amazed by the beautiful landscape
from my bedroom window, a lot of green! Horses and
cows enjoy the grass. I like those pretty, cute and big
houses. The blue sky and clouds are so pretty, I haven’t
seen such huge clouds before. In the night, I can see
countless sparkling stars and the Milky Way in the sky, I
marveled at the wonder of the universe. People are very
friendly. They smile and greet each other whenever they
meet.
Differences: There are many non-profit organizations
in America and they are really helpful. My host parents
are involved in several organizations to help people
who are in need. The churches have many overseas
missions. They have sent a lot of missionaries to different
countries. God bless American churches! American
seniors are very independent. They not only try to take
good care of themselves, but also help their children out.
People like to hug, to express their appreciation, and to
encourage or compliment, and that makes relationships
closer. Americans are very generous; they like giving gifts
and make surprises for others to show their gratitude.
Public facilities provide a lot of convenience for
people, especially for kids and the disabled, that’s very
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thoughtful. Many families homeschool their kids, parents
and kids are able to have flexible schedules and flexible
study plans. America changes Daylight Savings time.
Memorable or Funny Experience: My host parents took
me to Sight and Sound Theater to see “Moses.” It was
marvelous. Many performers and real animals came
and went through the aisles so that it made us feel we
were in the story and experienced what Moses had
experienced. I like those animals, they are well-trained.
Some conversations really inspired me. My host prepared
a birthday party for me. They gave me many gifts.
My sponsor also held a birthday party at noon on the
following Friday. I didn’t know the party was for me
until the manager spoke about me. What a surprise! My
colleagues presented me with a lot of gifts. That was the
best birthday in my life!
Faith Journey: I was extremely self-conscious about my
appearance, my conduct. In my eyes, I’m not pretty, not
smart, not talented, and I had feelings of inferiority all
the time. It’s hard for me to like myself. But my hosts
cherish me, and people from church care about me.
They gave me a lot of encouragement and compliments.
They helped me discern the way God sees me. Their love
rebuilt my self-esteem and self-confidence. I’m learning
how to love myself and how to respect myself. I started
to accept myself, including my imperfections. When I
was moving to the second host, the first several days
I cried a lot, because I was extremely missing my first
host. Then one day, in the morning devotions, my new
host Mom and I read something about change. God
told me: Don’t fear change. If I cling to old ways and
sameness, I resist God’s work within me. So I settled my
heart down. And God led me to know more about my
new host Mom. I learned her story, and I found she is
the bravest and most forgiving person I’ve ever met. I’m
thankful to have her in my life. Thank God! He has led
me to experience His grace and love through being a
part of other’s lives.
New Perspectives: 1) Everyone can be better, including
me. I always focused on my imperfections and flaws
before, so my attitude was negative, which made me
feel I couldn’t do anything good. During the first couple
of months, I felt like my host parents were so good,
their kids were so nice, and every single grandchild so
excellent that I suspected that they were born to be
good, that they were too good to ever have difficulties.
But then I learned their stories, like when my host
parents were young, they had hard times, and their kids
also had hardships, but they didn’t stop to complain.
They were continually relying on God, and kept going.
They were to love and forgive and help each other with
God’s love. So they have been becoming better and
better. Love changed them, love made them lovely and
lovable. Difficulties and hardship never stopped them,
and they became so loving and forgiving by overcoming
them through following Jesus. I started to believe that
I can become better and better with God’s help! I stop
focusing on my flaws to focus on God! 2) I used to be
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ashamed to share the hard times I had or the fear and
struggles in my heart. But I found when I heard others
sharing their stories, I felt connected with them. One
time, when I shared my struggle, my host was willing to
share her story to me, so we got to know more and more
about each other. Sharing struggles can make friends
closer.
Future Plans: I want to share my experiences and the
insights I gained in America. I want to help others build
positive attitudes and see things from God’s perspective.
I need to find a job, and hope God leads me.

Zilei Liu (China)
MCC Thrift Store
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
First Impression: Canada is a wonderful country, and
most people are very kind and friendly. When I met with
my first host family, I didn’t feel unfamiliar. In fact, I
entered into their life naturally and we have kept a good
relationship. And the people I met at church are very
kind. Even though I was a newcomer, I still could talk
with them freely. On Sundays, we usually went to church
a little earlier to talk with some people, the atmosphere
was so warm, which made me feel comfortable. And the
strangers said hello to me, I learnt to smile at everyone
and say a greeting to anyone. It is very wonderful.
In short, my first impression of Canada is that it is a
peaceful country and most people here are very friendly,
though it’s so different from my home country, China.
Differences: I always want to share more information
about my home country to tell people the differences. I
lived in Beijing before I came here. It’s a huge city and so
crowded, people living with big pressures are not easy to
say hello to. China is also changing fast because of the
rapid economy developing, which is providing us more
possibilities.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Because I came here
to exchange culture, I kept my Chinese name, Zilei, but
because Chinese pronunciation is different from English,
it’s not easy for most Canadians to say my Chinese name
correctly. But I like to teach people to say my name,
because I tell them to smile first and then try to say my
name, it will be easier. It’s a good thing to teach people
to smile.
Faith Journey: After I came here, I realized that I would
insist on my faith with a joyful heart until the end of
world. What’s most important here is that I leant to
smile to face anyone and anything. Before I worried a
lot, though I knew I shouldn’t, but now I always tell
myself that anything I have to do, I should do it in a
joyful mood. Here some people have said to me that they
like my smile, but in fact, in China I smiled only a little.
New Perspectives: Sometimes realizing more information
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about others is also peacemaking. After cross cultural
service, I knew more about conditions of other countries,
some of which are different from what I knew before,
so I realized that not knowing brings misunderstanding.
What’s more important is that some of my views about
my home country changed. As you know, we Chinese
have a long history, but now something traditional is
disappearing, and how to connect my traditional culture
with Christian culture is in my thinking now.
Future Plans: The experience here gave me a wider view.
I think I will share the life here in my church and my
future workplace. I think though IVEP is held by MCC,
cultural exchanging can not only happen in our faith,
but also in our life and our countries. I will join more
in Chinese church building and think more about how
Christians live with their faith in working, in a rapid
developing and changing country like China.

Elisante Daniel Lulu (Tanzania)
Assistant manager, Artisans Hope
Harrisonburg, Virginia, U.S.
First Impression: I saw very old people ready to
volunteer in our non-profit organization even when they
were becoming very weak according to their ages and
illness. They really wanted to do something to support
others. It was hard to take when I knew they were
feeling some pains in their bodies but still trying hard
to do something for MCC’s mission. I met kind people
who wanted to know more about me and who said it
was nice to meet me. They were really ready to help me
know everything I wanted to know about the U.S. and
answer my questions all the time. To be honest, I felt
like I was in safer hands even than when I was with my
family.
Differences: Units used here are “Imperial” not “Metric”
like in my country. Transportation: most people are using
not public transportation here because many people
own their vehicles. Trade and business: all or most of
the people here are paying taxes for everything they buy
while in my country most of people can avoid paying
taxes since many businesses are run manually (not
computerized). Food, weather, riding/driving right side on
the roads, language, church service style – all different.
Natural environment, especially trees and soil erosion, is
controlled in the U.S. (forests, bushes, parks, etc.)
Memorable or Funny Experience: New expressions in
communication: The store manager called me on the
loud speaker from the next store and just said, “Elisante,
can you pick up please?” I couldn’t figure out quickly
what it was I supposed to pick up. Other people nearby
helped me by saying, “Pick up the phone.” I was
like, “Okay, where should I put it then?” Until they
said I was to receive a call on the phone was when I
understood what was meant.
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Faith journey: I felt the Love of God in this year. This
has been the best time I have had experiencing different
beliefs. I have been thinking, “Why has God made all the
things (seen/unseen and known/unknown) happen?” I
think it’s because He needs us to always worship Him.
New Perspectives: There are cultural things we do even
though we sometimes don’t know why we do them or
even what they really mean to us. Some cultural things
were for the reason of making people come together
and keep connected socially. Many people were very
inspired when I individually talked to them about our
cultural exchange program here when I told them, “We
need to know each other better for the world’s peace and
reconciliation.”
Future Plans: Although I haven’t a job (employment) yet, I
will keep in my heart the precious MCC mission for the
world, and be ready to support it every time I can. I want
to tell people that the “world’s peace and reconciliation
is not by revenge and fighting or killing, but by talking to
each other, forgiveness and coming together.”

Gavi Luna Ibargüen (Colombia)
Eastern Mennonite University, Spanish Department
Harrisonburg, Virginia, U.S.
First Impression: When I started this venture, I came to
a wonderful place where there were many houses styles,
in which I could see houses from Asia, Africa, America
and Middle East; it was pretty awesome because in
every house I felt like I was on that continent. It was
at MCC in Akron, Pa. In that place, I met with a lot of
people from many parts of the world. It was amazing to
be gathered with them, sharing about the life in others
continents. My great impression in that place was the
food’s taste and smell. It was so weird for me. I really
could not eat my food every day and I was praying
the whole time, “God help me to fit this food in my
stomach, I truly want to do it, you know God, I will be
living here for the entire year.” Actually, I knew that if
God brought me here, He would sustain me in this place.
I base my first impression on the food because just a
few hours before I ate the American food I had eaten in
Colombia, and I was pretty hungry and when I took the
spoon with food into my mouth it was kind of like an
abrupt change. Since that moment I knew I had gotten a
new reason for praying. I had been praying in Colombia
for that purpose but I never knew how to pray for it
until I tasted it.
Differences: There are a lot of differences between
Colombia and the U.S. and now I will reference Virginia
and Choco department. In my department in Colombia
I have wonderful weather. I can see every day awesome
changes. In one day I can see how in the morning the
rain falls on the ground in the afternoon the sun comes
and dries the water and gives it’s light to the trees and
in the evening the sun sets and the moon comes out
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and gives us its amazing light; in this way the weather
changes and every day is different so I can enjoy it
day to day. I have enjoyed Virginia’s weather, it has
four seasons in the year and it is so different from my
home department! We don’t have winter time and there
is no snow in my region, just in the mountains, so I
was looking forward to seeing the snow season before
I came to U.S. There are other differences too; I am
going to name them below: In Virginia there are many
foreign people, people here respect pedestrians; In my
department we can spend much more time with friends;
people here are very quiet. I won’t mention all the
differences because if I do it I won’t finish my writing.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Once I came by bike
to college on a cold day. When I went back home it was
even colder so I arrived home and started to cry, but I
did not tell my hosts why I was crying and they let me
cry in my bed. While they asked among themselves why
I was crying, Vienna, my little sister, went into my bed
and told me, “Gavi, are you cold? Don’t cry it is okay,
use this blanket, do you want a hug? I love you Gavi.”
She was so nice. I will never forget her.
Faith Journey: I have continued my relationship with
God. I have had ups and downs but he has been working
with me amidst the storm.
New Perspectives: I really appreciate the things that were
the most insignificant to me in my country more than
I did before and now I just want to go back and enjoy
them.
Future Plans: I will graduate from college with a
Bachelor’s in English and French and I will work as a
professor. I will continue working in my church in the
choir and with children.

Peiso Makhube (Lesotho)

Agricultural intern, Willowview Farms
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression: When I first arrived at orientation I met
people from different cultures. I was impressed to hear
how they pray, how they connect to God. For me, when
I was home I was reading news about other countries,
and I was hearing about different beliefs and traditions
from different places. The things I read had given
me certain conclusions about how people from other
countries were and how they lived. When I met the other
IVEPers and spent time praying and worshiping God
together, I realized we are all the same inside, we all do
the same things. We shared together during devotions,
and I realized we were all connected to God.
Differences: When I first came to Abbotsford, I realized
that people here don’t spend as much time with other
people; they spend their time doing their own things.
But back home, we always spend our time with people.
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I learned that there is a difference in the way people
are paid here. What I’ve seen in Canada is that it is
expensive to use manual labour, but it is cheap to use
machinery. In my country, it’s cheap to use manual
labour, but it’s expensive to use machinery. Back home
if a youth is dating someone, he cannot go to his
girlfriend’s place. I’ve seen that in Canada, the youth
can go to one another’s homes and meet each other’s
families.
Memorable or Funny Experience: During my IVEP year I
joined the Abbotsford United soccer team. A memorable
experience for me was playing soccer in the rain,
especially in the winter time. One time during a winter
game we didn’t have enough players and we didn’t have
anyone to substitute, so our whole team had to play the
entire match. It was a fun experience. In Lesotho we
don’t play soccer if it’s too cold outside.
Faith Journey: This year, I have thought – if I have a
relationship with God, there is nothing that can separate
me from God. I think the way I grew this year is through
seeing that there are Christians all over the world.
Meeting the other IVEPers and seeing their faith has
helped me to grow in my faith as we were sharing and
giving testimonies about our lives and about the way we
are connected to God.
New Perspectives: I’ve seen that the lifestyle in every
country is the same. The life in towns in Canada is the
same as life in Lesotho’s towns. The life in rural areas in
my country is the same as life in rural areas in Canada. I
was surprised to see how many similarities exist.
Future Plans: I really want to be my own boss. I want
to do something on my own. Working for other people
is good, but you never achieve what you really want to
do. My dream is to go back and start my own farm. I’d
also like to teach small-scale farmers what I learned here
in Canada. I’d like to work together with them and help
them do things on their own. I have a heart for social
justice and for helping needy people. I really want to see
people achieve equality. I’d like to see all people on the
same level, not some rich and some needy.

Rosa Martinez (Honduras)

Volunteer services, Winnipeg Harvest
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
First Impression: My first impression of my assignment
was, “Oh my, I shouldn’t be here. I’m not prepared
for this. I won’t be able to understand what I’m going
to do.” But then after a while I learned everything so
fast that now I just love that place; I love to work at
Winnipeg Harvest.
Differences: Well there are a lot of differences. First of
all the language; second the food; third the tradition
and culture. One of my adjustments was that they have
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supper so early; in my country it is normal to have
supper at 7 p.m. or depends on the family. And also if
you are going out with friends, it’s normal to not eat
until 10 p.m. in the street. Also something I don’t like
here is that they close the Mall SO EARLY!!!
Memorable or Funny Experience: I got lost the first week
going to my workplace and again sometimes when with
the others IVEPers from Manitoba we were trying to
meet up at some point. Another time I had to get help
from our coordinator to get bus passes because I thought
that I would pay the bus driver with cash like in my
country.
Faith Journey: Maybe the struggle that I found will be
the same for the others – it was the language. It was
so hard for me at first to express myself and the first
month I was homesick, missing everything from home.
Every time when I was skyping with my family I cried –
every single night of the first month. Then when I was
getting more focus at work and making new friends I
was feeling more confident and now I don’t want to go
back!! Hahaha
New Perspectives: My new perspective now of myself
is that I’m better at speaking English and I feel more
confident to try new things, to have new experiences. I
always say that if you never try it, you’ll never know if
you like it, and so I try it and now I just LOVE it.
Future Plans: I want to finish my university studies, get a
job and still help my family. I’m still having in my mind
to travel to new places. And also I have in my mind and
prayers to get married and with my family follow Jesus
always. Because is the best decision that you can make.

Witney Alejandra Bautista Martinez
(Colombia)
Retail assistant, Care & Share Thrift Shop
Stouffville, Ontario, Canada

First Impression: The first impression of this county
is that everything is very organized, beautiful houses
and beautiful roads, and very quiet. A majority of the
population are adults and very kind and friendly.
Primera Impressión: Primera impressión de este país es que
todo es super ordenado hermosas casas y hermosas vias
y demaciado silencio puesto que la mayoria de la poblacion es gente adulta aunque muy amables y amigables.
Differences: There are many differences. My country is
a noisy country, many people on the streets and here it
is the opposite, silence rings throughout the streets; it
is a rich country where there is an abundance of food,
fancy clothes, but on the contrary to Colombia where
there is much need and even the weather, my country is a
tropical country.
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Las Diferencias: Diferencias muchas mi pais es un pais
noise mucha gente por las calles aqui al contrario el
silencio inunda las calles, es un pais rico donde hay en
abundancia comida ropa lujos al contraio de colombia
donde hay mucha necesidad y efectivamente el clima mi
pais es un a pais tropical.
Memorable or Funny Experience: One day we were with
Salomao and Romulo and I lost my cell phone in the
snow where there was tons of snow and we looked for
the cell phone for more than an hour and I was crying
in that moment. Freezing, I told them we should go
back home because it was impossible to which they
responded, nothing is impossible for God. So we prayed
and ask God to help us. We looked for 20 more minutes,
but when we still didn’t find anything, I told them again
we should go home. I started to walk back very sad
looking down when I thought I saw something blue in
the distance in the snow. So I went back and put my
hand in the snow and there was my cell phone, and it
wasn’t even wet. So I shouted, “I found it!” God is good
and Colorin’ Colorado this story is over.
Experiencia Memorable o Divertido: Un dia estabamos
con salomao y Romulo y perdi mi cellular en la nieve
donde eran quilometros de nieve y buscamos el celular
por mas de 1 hora y yo llorando en un momento
congelados les dije que regresaramos a casa que eso era
imposible a lo cual respondieron imposible para Dios
no hay nada asi que oramos y pedimos a Dios que nos
ayudara por 20 minutos mas buscamos al ver q nada
pasaba les volvi a decir regresemos a casa empeze a
caminar de regreso muy triste mirando al suelo cuando
me parecio ver algo azul en el fondo de la nieve asi que
me regrese meti mi mano entre la nieve y hay estaba
mi celular ni si quiera estaba mojado asi que grite lo
encontre Dios es bueno y colorin Colorado este cuento
se ha acabado.
Faith Journey: At first it was hard and I didn’t understand
why God had brought me to Canada but after several
days, He gradually showed me more and more things.
My intimacy with God improved 100 percent. I’ve been
able, as part of my job, to preach and meet different
churches that have enriched my spirit, where I was able
to share and teach and be the voice of God, where I
could confirm what is my calling.
Fe Viaje: Al comienzo fue duro y no entendia el porque
Dios me habia traido a Canada pero al paso de los dias
El poco a poco fue muestrandome mas y mas cosas mi
intimidad con Dios mejoro un 100 por ciento he podido
a parte de mi trabajo predicar y conocer diferetes iglesias
donde se ha enriiquezido mi espiritu donde he podido
compartir y enseñar y ser la voz de Dios, donde he
podido confirmar cual es mi llamado.
New Perspectives: Many ways of thinking changed after
the days spent here but of the many things that changed
I can say that each passing day I feel more passionate
about helping people in need. I have seen God’s love in
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many areas and places. I have been able to see the riches
of this country and compare and realize a sad reality in
my country. I only want to continue contributing to the
change in the world. I want to see more faces smile than
to cry and that unity is strength.
Nuevas Perspectivas: Muchas maneras de pensar
cambiaron en el pasos de los dias pero de las muchas
cosas que cambiaron puedo decir que cada dia que pasa
me siento mas apasionada por ayudar a la gente que
lo necesita he podido ver El amor de Dios en muchas
areas y terrenos he podido ver las riquezas de este pais
y comparar y darme cuenta de una triste realidad en mi
pais, solo se que quiero seguir contribuyendo para el
cambio en el mund, quiero ver mas caras sonrreir que
llorar y se que la union hace la fuerza.
Future Plans: I want to continue to grow both in
missions and pastorally, which are my passions. In reality
I don’t know what God has for me; I just want to do his
will.
Planes Futuros: Quiero seguir creciendo en el ambito
misionero y pastoral que es mi passion en realidad no
se que Dios tiene ahora para mi yo solo quiero hacer su
voluntad.

Martha Masilo (Lesotho)
Ten Thousand Villages
Souderton, Pennsylvania, U.S.
First Impression: When I first came to America I found
kind and caring people. I can’t count how many families
invited me in their houses. All the people I met made me
feel at home.
Differences: Celebration of Christmas in my home
country; some people celebrate it at churches, some have
parties. I like the way Americans celebrate it. You can see
the difference between Christmas Day and normal days.
Decorations and exchanging of gifts make it more exciting.
Memorable or Funny Experience: The funniest experience
I have ever had was when my friends and I went to
spend a weekend far away from home at a cabin.
Saturday we went skiing, sledding, and fishing. Another
experience was when East Coast IVEPers were in
Virginia to spend a weekend with old Mennonite host
families and Sunday we went to church wearing long
Mennonite dresses.
Faith Journey: When I first came to America my spiritual
level went down, but after I joined a Bible study group I
started to pick up.
New Perspectives: Being part of IVEP changed me; I see
growth and confidence in my life.
Future Plans: When I return to my home I am going to
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finish my business studies, and after that I am planning
to start a retail business.

Fildred Mudenda (Zambia)
Family Community Center
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
First Impression: It was shocking.
Differences: Good social services; Racism being at a high
rate in Winnipeg; Too cold compared to home.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Touching a live snake;
Dog sledding on a lake; Skating; Meeting one of the
Southern Gospel singers, Claude Hopper.
Faith Journey: Every bad experience I have been through
here whilst in Canada has strengthened my faith in God.
I have been leaning on Him alone more, especially being
away from family. I have learnt to trust in God alone
and take one step at a time with less complaining.
New Perspectives: I am stronger than before; being away
from family and friends is not easy. I no longer see things
the way I thought because now I have seen and learnt
more of this country and from many other immigrants
from all over the world. My way of thinking has been
broadened.
Future Plans: I will look for employment and if things
work out the way I think, I will venture into music.

Crecensia Mwita (Tanzania)
Assistant clinic coordinator, Christian Legal Clinics of
Philadelphia
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.
First Impression: In the community the first month I was
always thinking that the driver drives on the wrong side
of the road (left).The neighborhood was too noisy with
Spanish music all the time. I thought that could be the
day-to-day lifestyle and I was wondering if I could stand
it, but during winter things changed and my perception
changed. On my assignment everyone was so welcoming,
so cooperative and so dedicated to the job. I am glad
to be part of CLCP and I have leant a lot through this
organization.
Differences: I appreciate the differences we have in
culture, values, norms and morals. Out of many one of
the differences we have is in the church – the way of
worship is very different, even the dress code for church.
Back home I do have special clothes that I can only wear
when I go to church, but here I can go in my pair of
jeans and t-shirt, something that I will not be allowed to
enter the Church with back home.
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Memorable or Funny Experience: International Worship
Festival will always be one of my best memories in the
entire program. I was impressed with the sharing of
our cultures through drama, dances, songs, outfits and
even food we had during the “International potluck”
before worship. I love the colors of the flags and the
fact that everyone was happy on that night. A very
funny experience was one day a person asked me what
wild animals I can see when I am outside my house in
Tanzania. She thought since I am coming from Africa
that I should be able to see wild animals every day. I
showed her the pictures of my beautiful city Dar es
Salaam and she was surprised. Funny enough she knows
about Mount Kilimanjaro and Zanzibar, but she didn’t
know they are in Tanzania.
Faith Journey: I have seen God throughout my IVEP
journey and I will always glorify his name for that. I was
able to meet people who were always there to encourage
me. It wouldn’t have been easy if I had no faith in God.
This has made my faith grow even bigger than before.
New Perspectives: Coming to Philadelphia has caused
me to value and appreciate my customs, traditions and
my beautiful country. The experience also taught me to
care for the people I know and those that I do not know
(life with my host has been awesome). This experience
also taught me to have possible dreams and endure to
achieve them.
Future Plans: I am going back to the same job I had
before coming here, (working in a law firm as an
Attorney/Advocate), but I am having plans to help
people from my community, starting with my church,
and helping them with basic legal issues, i.e. drafting of
Wills, Power of Attorney and simple contracts.

Sambath Nget (Cambodia)

Garden Spot Village
New Holland, Pennsylvania, U.S.
First Impression: America is beautiful and clean!! I do
not have to worry about my food hygiene. It is different
from my country.
Differences: At home here in the U.S. I don’t have to
sweep the floor very often and also I don’t have to worry
about doing my laundry or washing dishes because
of the washing machine. Inside the house here in the
U.S. there is high security technology such as smoke
detectors.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Being called by many
names because my name is Sambath and short is Sam. So
some people will say Samuel, Samee, Samantha, and one
of my residents, he keeps calling me George :))) At my
unit everyone calls me Sam so when someone comes to
look for me by using my full name, the workers look at
each other and think, “Who is Sambath?” : ) Hmmmm,
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it is a good experience. The shorter the better here.
Faith Journey: I found it a little bit hard to worship
God in a church that I’ve never experienced like this
before. But I enjoy learning from the congregation here.
I think Church is just a guide for us but our personal
relationship is the key point to help us grow in faith.
New Perspectives: I could say that I am growing to
become more mature in faith and in life experience.
America and Canada are both unique to me in a
different ways. I could adjust myself to the cultures well.
Future Plans: I might go back to medical school and
pursue my dream. I really want to start a place like
Garden Spot Village in Cambodia because in Cambodia
there is nothing like that started yet.

Alice Penner (Paraguay)
MCC Thrift Shop
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada
First Impression: The people I work with are very nice
people, and for the most part older people who are
retired. They like to volunteer. The manager is very kind,
and she likes to have fun with everybody. In the store
everybody has fun and everybody is very friendly.
Differences: First there is the climate. It is very cold in
Canada, which I really enjoy, and back in Paraguay it
is very hot most of the year. Then there are the people
in the city or in the store – everybody is friendly and
very helpful if you need help. Back in Paraguay usually
you wouldn’t ask a stranger for help, because you never
know what they could do to you.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Before I worked at the
MCC Thrift Shop, I didn’t know that you can have so
much fun at work. It is a place of joy and fun, where we
also can talk about very serious topics, but also have a
lot of fun.
Faith Journey: God has promised us that if he takes care
of the smallest flowers on earth, how much more he
cares about us, his children. I really enjoyed that and
also practiced a lot my trust in God. I didn’t know what
this year would be like, the place, the people, the work,
the church, my home, etc. But before I came to Canada,
I said to God, “All that you have prepared, will be the
best for me.” And I can assure you, it is such a blessing
for me to have been in Lethbridge; it is a wonderful
place with wonderful people.
New Perspectives: I learned a lot about myself, about
my roots (races), and why am I the way I am. I learned
that I am a tool of God to make this world a better place
for others. And I totally fell in love with the different
cultures that IVEP brings together. It is so awesome, and
it is there where I learned to see God with other eyes,
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worship him in another language, and praise him with
other words.
Future Plans: I am a little afraid to go back, because I
can’t really figure out yet what it is that God wants me
to do, but I put all my trust and hope in him, and he will
guide my next steps after IVEP.

Zambee Phonlavong (Laos)
Hartville Thrift Shop
Hartville, Ohio, U.S.

First Impression: My first impression was that everything
here is big. There are houses, big amounts of food that
people eat; even the drinks, animals and the road are
big. In my country in Lao we live in a smaller house and
have a small dog and a small cat. People here are very
kind and honest to each other.
Differences: The difference between my home and here is
that in America old people are strong and still working
even when they are in their 80s. They help volunteer at
the thrift shop. More than that is that parents here take
great care of their kids and pay more attention to what
their kids do every day.
Memorable or Funny Experience: My funny experience
was when I was trying to say the word crab, but people
thought I said crap. I was telling my host mom, “Oh,
today I learned a new word and it was crab.” My host
mom thought I was saying “crap” and we were laughing
and my host mom was trying to help me with that.
Faith Journey: I feel that God is always with me and helps
me with everything. My first month here my English was
not good and I felt that God was with me and with them
and making them understand my English and helping me
to speak better English. He gave me a great host family
and great friends and I very much enjoy my work place.
New Perspectives: I have thought people living in
America are very rich and that they have no poor people
because the government helps or take care them, but
now that I get to be here for a year I see everyone has
to pay tax when you buy stuff and whoever has higher
earnings has to pay more tax. Then the government gets
the money from tax to help poor people or people who
can’t work. I think it is good that everyone works to
support themselves and then helps other people who do
not have work. If my country did this maybe it would
not have so many problems or poor people.
Future Plans: When I return home I want to run a small
business, like plant some vegetables. I also want to have
a store like MCC thrift shop and encourage everyone to
donate stuff that they don’t use to the shop. I will use all
100 percent of the money to help the kids that need help
in every way. I would like to work with an NGO to help
poor people in my country.
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Taning Andari Anita Purwidaningsih

(Indonesia)
Music teacher assistant, Lake Center Christian School
Hartville, Ohio, U.S.
First Impression: The U.S. is very well-organized and
casual. Although many people call the U.S. the Land
of Freedom there are still some aspects that they might
protecting. I’m so thankful because here I live in a nice
community (at church, at my workplace, and hostfamilies). They accept me as a part of the family; they
involve me in almost every occasion that they have; they
treat me very well (not as a stranger); they appreciate
me, and respect me. Here I learned how to treat a
stranger like family.
Differences: The Weather: I used to live in a tropical
country, but now I live in a four-season country. It’s a
big, big struggle for me. Language (the accent): Some
Americans can’t understand what I say because of my
Asian accent. But I think it depend on the area we live.
Sometimes I got frustrated with myself, but sometimes
I got confused too, because every time I speak English
to people from Asia or Africa they can understand
me easily, but why not with Americans? The Culture
(Lifestyle): Some Americans are very casual. In my
country people have to pay attention even about how
they sit in a chair. But here, people don’t really care
about it, even at church they can lift their leg on a
chair. Self-service culture is very dominant in the U.S.,
especially when we visit one another. It’s very different in
my country. When people visit me, I will serve you and
I won’t let you doing anything, but in America people
have to help themselves.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Thanksgiving
Dinner was also for celebrating my birthday. Fall
and winter (the first time I touched the snow). MidYear Conference. Christmas Day in New York City
and visiting Washington DC. Being involved in every
school program and when they recognized me as an
International teacher. Every time I speak about IVEP
experience, sharing about my home country, culture,
and introducing MCC in front of many people in every
occasion. For me personally, it’s an honor, and I feel
pride and gratitude. Every time my brain is too tired to
translate everything into English, I always speak in my
National Language (Bahasa).
Faith Journey: I see His sovereignty over my life through
every experience that I’ve had. I experienced lots of
different things (with my home country) here, but He
never let me get discouraged. Even when I was getting
frustrated, He has various ways to encourage me again
(through people that appreciate my work, through the
new trust from other people). Also, I really enjoyed the
four seasons. I can see how beautiful He is through the
nature in the U.S. Especially when the fall season comes,
every time I look at the leaves change their color, it
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looks like a painting in art class – very pretty! During
IVEP, I feel the Lord brought me many people from
many backgrounds, whether IVEPers or other people
around me from different backgrounds, and that made
me realize that God makes diversity. But by that diversity
He wants us to live together in Him with peace and love
through appreciation and respect. In this case, I learned
how to appreciate and respect other people who are
different than me.
New Perspectives: The Lord makes a diversity for a
purpose. Maybe He made it so that we can learn to
respect and appreciate each other. When we are inside
that circumstance, of course we think everything is
weird, but why is it weird? Because we don’t learn
it! If we learn it, try to understand it, then everything
is going well. When I live with friends from other
countries that have different lifestyles, sometimes I feel
uncomfortable with their ways. But after we share about
our cultures, we find why it is that way. Through IVEP
I learned to accept other people from other cultures and
backgrounds, and honor them.
Future Plans: Continue my degree; Helping the Christian
Early Childhood School in my home church (become a
volunteer to teach music); With some people establishing
a Thrift Shop for charity; Have a Children’s Choir; Have
a Music School and Art Club.

Lourdes Paredes Rios (Bolivia)

Edmonton Mennonite Centre For Newcomers
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
First Impression: I’ve never been 14 hours on a flight.
When I landed I found every single floor moving when
I walked, and the time changed; but at the same time I
had the excitement of being in Canada. I couldn’t believe
I was so far away from my country. I thought that I
would not be able to see the sun for a while and the
people would have fair skin, but I guess I was wrong.
They do have sun but not for so long and people here
are diverse – like those beautiful snowflakes, and that
makes this country way beautiful.
Differences: I should say the weather for sure – we have
cold but not this much; and the meals – they have a
big meal for supper instead of lunch. The people look
so busy every day. People have many things that make
things easier to do.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Taking the bus for the
first time I remember missing my bus stop and I ended
up at another stop and needed to walk back home.
Many times I get lost into the big city looking for new
places to visit, but that’s how I became an expert with
buses and also the train – especially trying to visit all the
malls here. And then I remember that I get lost in the
mall too! I couldn’t find the exit and it’s not a joke. One
day going to the bus stop I fell just in front of my house.
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I guess that needed to happen one day because that’s the
funny thing about the icy snow, nobody can’t skip it.
Faith Journey: I had hard times with people who don’t
appreciate the work I do here, but I learned to love them
and pray for them because that’s how Jesus taught us.
I was struggling with my faith at the beginning, but I
think being far away and taking time alone with God
I built a strong relationship with Him. He never stops
believing in me and never released my hand and I’m
grateful He didn’t.
New Perspectives: I found myself more independent than
before.
Future Plans: My next step after IVEP is to finish my
career and find a job.

Romulo Santos (Brazil)
Camp Crossroads
Gravenhurst, Ontario, Canada
First Impression: My first impression about Canada was
fear, because I had no idea what would happen during
the year that I would spend in Ontario. But when I
started to know more about the country, I could see how
Canada is safe and a good place to live.
Differences: The differences that I could realize easily
were about food, because in Brazil we have the custom
to eat rice and beans every day, and we don’t have the
custom to eat so much of potatoes, bacon and eggs like
the Canadians. Another difference is about the time that
the Canadians have dinner.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I have a lot of funny
experiences, but the experience that I will never forget it
is about the time when I arrived in Canada. That time I
was living with a family for just ten days and I went to
a family party. A relative of that family brought a little
dog and the lady started to do some tricks with it. The
funny thing is that the dog understood all the things that
the lady was saying it, and I didn’t understand anything.
Because of that I thought to myself, “My, this dog knows
more English than me!”
Faith Journey: My first struggle was to be here in
Canada without a church, but I could see how God
took care of this situation in my life. My faith journey
is different than other IVEPers, because I work in a
Christian camp, and normally I need work during
weekends, therefore this situation made it difficult to
attend church. Basically, my faith journey happens with
the company of my friends that work with me at camp.
New Perspectives: I think that my view opened a 100
percent that I should not judge the others nations and
cultures, just because they are different from my customs
and kind of life.
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Future Plans: I am from São Paulo, and I really didn’t
like to live there, because the city is so busy and there
is a lot of traffic. Here in Canada I figured out that I
am a small-city guy, because here I live in a Christian
camp that has a lot space and is located in a small town.
Therefore, when I get back to my country I will move
from São Paulo to another town that has fewer people.
Regarding to my professional life I will continue to study
civil engineering and probably I will start to work in a
construction company, but one more good thing will
probably happen in my life. Because of my experience
here in Canada, I learned English and in my country
there is a statistic that says those who know English can
earn 40 percent more money in their salary.

Caesarea Saud (Indonesia)

L’Arche Saskatoon
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada
First Impression: With a long trip from my country
to come to Akron, Pa., and then to Canada where I
began work as a volunteer, I just asked God to give me
wisdom, strength and understanding in building good
relationships.
Differences: How to give a greeting, and how to talk to
people who are older.
Memorable or Funny Experience: When in the afternoon I
was waiting for the bus to go home from my work, two
boys and their two dogs walked through the same path
where I was standing. I was very surprised to see dogs
that are so big, and the two dogs looked at me, then one
dog ran toward me. I was confused, nervous and scared
and I was jumping and slipping on the snow. Both these
boys came and apologized repeatedly.
Faith Journey: With the chance to be in Canada, and
far from home and family, I began to feel a wonderful
relationship with God. I began to see how God works
very well in my life in a strange place when I felt alone.
I very much doubting how I would understand English,
how I would build good relationships with others if
my English was very limited, how could be able to help
others, and whether I would make friends. All these
questions arise and all the doubts began to master my
mind. Because my English was limited, I could not talk
much, and I took over four months to be able to speak
English well and be able to understand people talking.
Dubious, I always ask God and God always gives me
the wisdom to understand every word (English) and I
know when I lean on God he will give me a blessing and
a way out to remove doubts from my mind. I always
make Psalm 23:1-6 as the step of my life as long as I am
in Canada.
New Perspectives: I always thought that is was good for
me that what I think and live is all right, and if I know
I am wrong I am ready to be corrected by someone else.

International Volunteer Exchange Program

I’m sure people will be proud when they hear about
my experiences with the IVEP program and I can share
experiences and cultures with other people who have
not had an experience like this. I remembered the words
of Joyce Meyer, “Chances are, you’ll never be able to
answer the ‘what ifs’ in life. But as long as you know
that the Lord is with you, you can be assured that He
has all the answers you need.”
Future Plans: I plan to further improve my English so I
can teach English or share knowledge with others, and
after I finish college and graduate, I want to serve in the
church.

Buyisile Shongwe (Swaziland)
Volunteer, Episcopal Wichita Area Refugee Ministry
(EWARM)
Wichita, Kansas, U.S.
First Impression: Everything about Wichita seemed to
fascinate me. I felt like a kid always seeing new things
and asking too many questions. This place was definitely
different from home and I knew right then that I was
going to have a great experience in this place. The people
were so kind and welcoming.
Differences: Almost everything in the U.S. is different
from Swaziland, the family setting, the living arrangements
and culture. In the U.S. parents are friends with their
kids and can talk about anything. Each home has a small
piece of land. The communities live separate lives and
people get married at a very young age. The weather is
unpredictable – sometimes too hot and sometimes too
cold (temperatures below zero). There is also a time shift
when winter starts and when it ends. The food is different
with too many varieties. Town setting, school system and
transportation (too many people have cars and few transit
buses which only have a bus driver), availability of services
and security. Lastly is the dress code, people can dress the
way they want anywhere, anytime.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I had so many
memorable experiences one of them is my first boat
ride with my host family. I was nervous at first, but it
turned out to be a good experience. I had two birthday
celebrations, the American way, one at work and one
at home. On Halloween, we all dressed up and waited
at the door to see kids coming in different costumes.
Thanksgiving was also the best with lots of food choices.
Christmas was so special with all the lights, Christmas
trees and presents. I always enjoyed watching the WSU
basketball where we all had to dress in black and yellow.
Lastly, is when the weather forecast predicted snow
for the following day and I sat by the window all day
waiting for it to fall down, but nothing happened. The
following day I woke up while everyone was still asleep,
and the snow was falling. I went outside to play in the
snow. During the snow season, I got to learn how to ski
and got to build a snowman.
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Faith Journey: I have never felt so close to God before.
I grew spiritually not only by reading the Bible, but
also other biblical books and through the people I
encountered. I learned how to pray about everything and
not take things into my own hands, but to always put
him first, and let him be the light in my way. I was not
disappointed because he was always with me and did
great things for me. Whenever I felt homesick, he gave
me things that uplifted my spirit and made me feel better.
Prayer became the key to everything I did while I was in
my assignment, thus my journey was not difficult.
New Perspectives: I realized that I was so comfortable
with my life back home, but after being in my assignment,
I learned being in a comfort zone is good, but nothing
grows there. I challenged myself by coming out of my
comfort zone and becoming an IVEPer, which brought
out the best in me. I have been able to overcome my
weaknesses and shine putting all my talents and skills to
good use. I never even dreamed of being in the U.S., but
God made it possible, and now I know everything happens
for a reason. I don’t have to worry about the future
because God always has a greater plan. People may come
from different countries, but we are all God’s creations.
Future Plans: I plan to go to work and put the skills
and knowledge I got from EWARM to good use. I also
want share about my experience in the U.S. with my
family, friends, church and colleagues. I also want to
incorporate some of the good things I learned from my
host family to my family.

Salomão Silva (Brasil)
Christian Benefit Thrift Shop
St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada
First Impression: I can barely remember my first
impression, it was so much information to take in; I
think it was a mix of fear and excitement.
Differences: People are more reserved here in Canada,
when in Brasil you would see people on the sidewalks
with theirs chairs just watching the movement and talking.
There is a lot of pressure, to get things done some way,
somehow. I know that we have to be responsible with our
commitments, but a balance should exist in some cases.
Food! Different seasonings and ways to cook things that
we usually do in another way in Brasil, for example, beans.
Memorable or Funny Experience: This happened on our
mini retreat at Camp Crossroads. As you know, the
more north you go the more snow you get. We (Witney,
Romulo and Maurice) were having a snow ball fight and
Witney’s iPhone fell out of her pocket into the snow. We
only noticed when we got back to the house, so we went
back and started to shovel and shovel, but no sign of the
phone. When we all were tired, we decided to pray, right
after that Witney found her phone. It was a beautiful
moment.
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Faith Journey: It’s one thing to say that our God is great,
but another thing to actually have a glimpse of the
wonders that He has been making through the lives of
my brothers and sister from all over the world. And one
more thing is about the creation – all the different and
amazing landscapes that I had the opportunity to see.
These really helped me to broaden my view toward the
greatness of God.
New Perspectives: I never thought I would have so much
in common with people from a totally different culture
and country. It’s funny to see that after all we are all
humans; we all have problems in our country, family, etc.
Future Plans: When I go back I will apply to Law
School, more specifically international law, and later on,
Theology.

Lakhina So (Cambodia)
Lake Center Christian School
Hartville, Ohio, U.S.
First Impression: My first impression was about the
houses and the environment around me. I love that they
have beautiful green grass, big beautiful trees in the view
around me. I was in love with it. It just made me feel so
fresh and so natural.
Differences: There are many differences between my
home and my host country. One of them is about the
daylight savings time. We don’t have that in Cambodia.
I knew about it before but I never got to experience it,
and it was so cool. Well, it was so cool when we moved
the clock backward, but not when we moved the clock
forward, because I got less sleep and it was hard for me
for the first few days after the change. BUT it was a very
great experience.
Memorable or Funny Experience: My funny experience
was when I was playing a game with my host family
called Pictionary. My host cousin read from the card to
me the word “jaw,” but I thought it was “jar” so I drew
a jar, but my host sister, who was my partner guessed it
right any way and we won the game. After we found out
about that everyone was laughing so hard.
Faith Journey: I learnt a lot here in America. God has
strengthened my faith and helped me to be stronger. He
helped me deal with many things that happened in my
life while living in America. I see myself now trusting
Him more and not worrying about things a lot and
putting everything in His hands. I struggled with many
things here, but I know that He will always give the best
to me and He always teaches me lessons after things
happen. He helped me to be very patient and wait to see
the things that He will put in my life.
New Perspectives: I always thought that living in
America is really great and life would be so much
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easier and that you don’t have to work hard, but now
that I get to be here for a year I know what life is like
here. Life here is harder, not in a bad way, but in a
way that everyone is expected to work hard to support
themselves. So, no matter where you are in the world,
you have to work hard for yourself. You have to use
what you have and use your brain and deal with things
by yourself to strengthen yourself.
Future Plans: When I return home, I want to find a job
and work using my experience I got here. After I feel
strong enough, I want to have a small center that could
provide English education to the kids who could not
afford to go to school.

Panha Som (Cambodia)
Volunteer assistant manager, Save & Serve Thrift Store
Millersburg, Ohio, U.S.
First Impression: After having been on the plane for a
long day, I was pretty tired and exhausted. Also I felt
very excited and nervous at the same time. The week
of the orientation in Akron, Pa., was so fun. All the
IVEPers and SALTers were gathering together and we
had such a fun week together. We shared our greetings,
culture and our traditions with each other. I had some jet
lag, but all the fun activities help me forget about all the
time zone changes. After the orientation, we were all to
say good-bye to each other and leave for our placements.
The first greeting with my host family was funny; we
introduced each other with “Hello, My name is… and,
well have a good night’s sleep! *:D”. I stayed with a
Mennonite family who lives surround by the Amish
community. On my first day at work I felt so great
meeting many new people and being a new face among
the different nations in another country. Everyone at my
workplace was very warm, with a welcome smile, and
they were all friendly and generous and wanted to get to
know more about me.
Differences: The land of America was so wonderful and
different from Cambodia. In Cambodia, I’d been living
in the city with busy traffic and noise, but here I live in
the countryside with quietness, wide space, and with
animals or trees all around. The weather: America has
four main seasons: in between May to August is summer
time when everything was warm and natural green;
from September to November is fall, with trees changing
color from green to brown and leaves falling down. It
was so beautiful with the colors arranged on the trees;
the wind was also getting chilly. From December to
March was winter – white, quieted, peaceful, and cold.
It was my first time to see snow; something white comes
down from the sky with different types of snowflakes.
It was so beautiful, and I really enjoyed playing outside
in it. Making a snow woman and lying down on the
ground to make a snow angel was very fun experience.
Spring starts in April and everything comes back to life,
trees, green grass, and flowers start to wake up from
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the sleep during the rain. Birds fly back from the north
and sing, flitting around. The culture: Some parts of
culture in America and my country are different, and
some parts are similar. Here they don’t have as many
public holidays as we do, and of course, Thanksgiving
and Christmas were the big holidays here. On the side
of their culture was the way people treat each other
equally, between men and women. They also had the
group of Amish traditions, people dressed differently,
riding horse and buggy, who do not use technologies
or electronic things. The food: People here eat a lot of
cheeses, butter, and sweets, something very different
and challenging for me. At every meal there is a lot of
food on the table, which is making me gain weight. The
language: Actually, the language was not much different
for me, except for the accents of people here. Also, I
also had to learn some Pennsylvania Dutch, which I had
never heard before, and it was very interested for me.
All the words I remember Vibish due? (How are you?)
Dankie shang! (Thank you!) and Ih glaiy Shnail * (I
loved snow). All these words might not be spelled right,
but I just want to give you the idea. The characteristic
of people perspective: People here are very respectful,
and treat each other equally. Men and women worked
almost in the same positions. People talk fast; think fast,
and act faster than Cambodians. I was really impressed
with the way they treated each other, especially making
family very important. Workplace: For me, my job was
different because I worked with documents and using my
brain a lot more back in Cambodia. Here I am working
physically, lifting and moving things around. I interact
more with people. I do enjoy the change and like doing
more exercise every day to live healthier.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Making relationships
with my host family, host church and people at
workplace was the most meaningful time in my life.
They are all so kind to help me, shared their culture, and
showed love to me. Another good memory was the IVEP
gatherings. I made new friends from different countries
all over the world, and have had a chance to learn
different languages and cultures. For the funny experience,
I was very confused by the weather, especially in the
wintertime. In Ohio the sun was up for a very short
time and often we had almost rain, which people here
called “a gray day.” One day, I was at my workplace,
busy working in the whole morning and felt hungry. So
I wanted to go out and eat lunch, when I looked outside
I saw the sun was shining. I though it must be warm, so
I quickly ran out without a coat on. Suddenly, I felt so
cold * Ha-ha! Another time I was with my host family
and my host church on a mission trip to New York
City. We were all riding in the van together to go build
houses for people whose had been through the flood
of a hurricane storm. I really learned a lot and enjoyed
serving and making fun memories with them.
Faith Journey: I have found myself in his presence during
my quiet time with God. Often I worship him in nature,
spending time to listen to his voice in the silent moments.
I learned to relax my spirit by reading the Bible, and
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some devotional books. Sometimes in the warm weather,
I do exercise such as running or bicycling while listening
to Christian music to worship God.
New Perspectives: A year in the U.S. brought me a new
perspective of how to live trusting in God, healthier,
simple way, and humbleness. I have learned so much
about myself, and about other people with different
cultures, language, and perspectives. Moreover, I also
find myself in God’s presence by spending most of the
time in silence with the nature. Living in a big city such
a long time, it was sometimes easy to get stressed or
frustrated. But this year was relaxing to my spirit, mind,
and soul and helped me move closer to Jesus Christ.
Future Plans: I might go back to continue my Korea path
with my University. I want to keep involved with my
church ministries, according to the spiritual gifts, and
help my family’s business for a while. Other than that, I
am not so sure what I am going to do.

Joseph Ssekiwala (Uganda)
Shipper/receiver & Donations sorter, Vancouver MCC
Thrift Shop
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression: I studied about the geography of
North America in high school, but I never imagined
spending more than 4 hours just flying over the prairies,
because all the maps we used to draw painted a small
picture. Development and people portraying love for the
country as the Canada flags were hanging in front of
many houses in Toronto, beautiful sceneries, the instant
connection among IVEPers and warm welcome from
different people were a big encouragement on the newly
started IVEP year.

Faith Journey: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek
and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds;
and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. Which
of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you,
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give good gifts to those who ask him?” (Matthew
7:7-11) Trust me when I say that the more I try to seek
and strengthen my bond with the Lord, the more the
struggles, I believe, I still have a lot of things to work on
in this journey!
New Perspectives: I still need to work on a lot of
things. I desire to learn more about myself and others. I
have learnt a lot in this year and am sure now that the
circumstances under which I was raised made me who I
am. I am keeping my head high, the sky is the limit.
Future Plans: I will work with my church, and continue
studies in civil and building engineering I hope to create
myself a job by building a technical institute to provide
hands-on training to others in my community. Besides,
am also aging……maybe in five years I will reconsider
the decision.

Mbaidiro Taambaijim’d

(Chad)

Green Field Farms
Fredericksburg, Ohio, U.S.

First Impression: Ohio is a lovely country with sociable
people. People in the community are so kind and lovely.
The winter was too long and I was really cold. I’m
from a country that the daily maximum and minimum
temperatures range from 108ºF and 73ºF, but I survived.

Differences: There are so many differences between
Canada and Uganda, which all attribute to Canada’s
being a first world country and Uganda a third world
country. The low development, lack of sense of security,
lack of law and order, the violence, political instability,
poverty, all are just some of the problems that are being
faced by Ugandans, which creates a dark line between
the two countries. We have other differences too, all of
which make up the cultures we belong to: food, dress,
music, what is considered polite, private and even
acceptable can be so opposite in our culture.

Differences: The differences between my country and
host country are: We don’t have winter in my country;
Churches in my country are more crowded and youth
are more involved in the churches; The beautiful summer
time with all this beauty around; We don’t celebrate
Thanksgiving in my country.

Memorable or Funny Experience: I can remember
Christmas when we had to travel all the way to my
hosts’ parents to cerebrate together. I cannot forget
seeing the family members so happy as they were
unwrapping their gifts, the house floor full of wrapping
papers. I also remember the best Christmas Eve service,
which I enjoyed. I cannot forget the first day I entered
my host’s house; he took me to a Whitecaps soccer
game, even before taking a glass of water, which was
weird and funny.

Faith Journey: This time gave me the opportunity to
strengthen my relationship with God and my intimacy
with him. I learned new things. The Lord has been
faithful and true through difficulties and challenges and
guided me.
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Memorable or Funny Experience: Driving horses at an
Amish farm and teaching at their school; Mid-Year
Conference, sharing with all these people from around
the world.

New Perspectives: I’m viewing myself sharing my
experiences with others, implementing some of the things
I learned here through work, church or culture. I’m
thinking about how to be a peacemaker in my country.
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Future Plans: Through what I’ve learned here about
organic farming, I’m willing to start with my organic
farm back home. I want to impact my generation
through entrepreneurship, helping others and
contributing to the eradication of poverty in my country.
I want to help in the rural areas with my experiences and
build peace around me.

Minja Todorović (Bosnia and Herzegovina)
La Maison de l’Amitié
Montréal, Québec, Canada

First Impression: When I first arrived in Akron, Pa.,
everything was exactly how I imagined it. Everyone was
driving a car (drive in, drive through, drive everywhere).
Not a lot of people were walking on the streets. After
three flights, no sleep and a different time zone, I
ended up in a van with three girls from Cambodia,
driving on a large highway, using GPS to arrive at our
destination. To be honest, I wasn’t impressed, but I
couldn’t sleep because I didn’t want to miss those details
of my first moments. On the other hand, Montréal was
completely different. Beautiful and a little bit European.
My assignment as well as the big part of Montréal is
multicultural. I felt good from the very first moment.
Differences: At the beginning I had some difficulties to
get used to planning. My supervisor asked me to use
Google agenda at work and I couldn’t understand why.
I guess that’s a skill that I am learning here. People back
at home don’t plan a lot. My perception of distance
changed. Here you take a plane if you only want to go
to another province. We drive through Europe. Also if
you want to go somewhere in the same city you walk
or you take public transport. My impression here is that
people drive always and everywhere. When I was in
U.S. it happened that we were driving a car in the same
parking lot to go from one mall to another. That was
shocking. Also people here are not as direct as we are
back home.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I think I will never
forget when I made Bosnian coffee to my host mom for
the first time. I wanted to bring her a taste of my home
so I brought some coffee and Turkish delight. She was
very curious to see how I was preparing it. I explained
her that our coffee is not filtered like their coffee. That’s
the way we drink it. But at the end, when I finally made
a coffee and when she saw a brown spume at the top of
the coffee pot she brought me a strainer and said, “You
might need this.”
Faith Journey: In Canada, I discovered new approaches
in faith. I am coming from a traditional Catholic church
where you stand up when your priest asks you to do
so and then you repeat after him the words that you’ve
learned as a child. Here, I’ve learned that your church
can be in a cinema (temporarily), that your pastor can
have a sense of humor while preaching and that the
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message you hear every Sunday can make you think how
to work better, how to be a better person. Mennonites
discuss a lot. That’s something I noticed while I was
visiting a Mennonite church here in Canada. I was very
pleased to experience and to see how your opinion can
be accepted even if it’s different. Experiencing these
different kinds of approaches I’ve straightened my faith
and I got to know myself better.
New Perspectives: I can proudly say that I met the world
through this program. I could have never imagined that
I would have a friend from Cambodia or South Africa
or that I would live with a girl from Guatemala who will
become like my sister. The world became even smaller
this year.
Future Plans: First of all, I will be very happy to see
all my friends and family, and we will spend some
time together. I am planning to finish my studies and
hopefully find a job to be able to visit my IVEP friends.

Luis Torres (Colombia)

Retail assistant, Re-Uzit Shop of New Holland
New Holland, Pennsylvania, U.S.
First Impression: When I came to America, my first
impression was, “Wow! The roads, airports, people
and houses are so big.” I was a little concerned in the
beginning. My English was not so good to communicate
with the people, especially at work with my boss. We
had to use Google translate my first few weeks. I was
surprised that he was so nice to me. One thing that I
found weird was that drivers here do not use their horns
as much as drivers in Colombia. I could not believe that
I was here because when I was child, I always wanted to
go the U.S. I was surprised because here everything is so
organized and the technology is wonderful.
Differences: When I came to America I thought,
“Wow everything is different.” The people in America
are not really friendly like Colombian people. I did
not understand why some people did not answer my
greetings. I thought I did something wrong. A couple of
months later I learned that American culture is a little
cold compared to my country, but is nothing personal.
I have also learned that Americans focus more on
accomplishing work than on relationships. I am still so
thankful because I have met wonderful people that have
been with me during this time and they know that is not
easy for me to be far away from home. I had troubles
being punctual. In my culture it is normal to be a little
late. Here it is really important to be on time because if
you are not, it is considered rude.
Memorable or Funny Experience: My first two weeks
at my host home I took cold showers because I did not
know how to use American faucets. I thought that my
host house did not have hot water; I was so concerned
that when winter came, it would be difficult to me to
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shower because of the cold. Once when I was leaving
from home and I said that I forgot my keys and my host
grandma thought that I said that I forgot my kiss.

wonderful blessing to start a family.

Faith Journey: I think that my time here in America
helped me to connect more with God. When I felt
alone, I was running into his arms to pray and sing. I
have been playing in the worship youth group. I can
use my ministry because I was on the worship team
in Colombia. God has been with me during this time.
When I get homesick, I feel his company and his voice
saying, “You can do it, Luis.” I came here with a
purpose. It allows me to keep going and work for him
no matter where I am. I have a thought on my mind,
“Everything I do is to give glory to God.” I had trouble
getting my visa approved for the Mid-Year Conference
in Canada. When it was finally approved, I only had
two weeks to send it to the embassy in New York and
get my passport stamped. My boss helped me with this.
When we went to the post office, I wanted to send it
express which guaranteed one-day delivery, but he sent it
priority, which was supposed to be a 2-day delivery. He
also forgot to get tracking on the envelope sent from the
Embassy. I kept hoping for my visa to come and it did
not. I was upset with my boss (Dan). My flight was on
a Tuesday and I still did not have my visa on Monday,
the day before. We found out that it was sent from
New York on Friday, but had no tracking. Dan thought
that there was no hope for it to arrive on time since the
original package took four days to get to New York. We
checked the mail at my host house at 5 p.m. on Monday
and there was still no mail and no visa. We went back to
The Re-Uzit Shop. My host Grandma was volunteering
at the shop and went home at 5 p.m. We left the Re-Uzit
shop at 5:15 p.m., and when leaving, I told Dan, “Don’t
feel bad; it is not your fault. If I do not get my visa, God
has a purpose.” Five minutes later, I got a text from my
host Grandma that the visa was there. Dan and I rushed
to the house and knelt in prayer thanking the Lord. I
learned about forgiveness and Dan learned to listen to
what I have to say. Next time he will send it express if
there is any doubt!

Triet Tran (Vietnam)
Winnipeg Harvest, Sam’s Place Café & Bookstore
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

New Perspectives: I have learned to be more independent,
confident and I take care of myself. I have also gained
experience in business. Now I have another view of
life and I know that with God I have everything. Even
though, I can be far away from home, he always is
with me. This experience taught me a lot about how I
need to adjust to a different culture and to learn about
other people. I also saw how people serve God in
other ways. My skills in English are much better and I
can communicate with other people and have a good
relationship with them.
Future Plans: When I go back to my country, I will start
to work in a company in the administrative area. I also
want to continue serving in my church every Sunday and
I want to encourage young people from my church to
participate in this wonderful program. I would like to
get married in a couple years, knowing that it will be a
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First Impression: As soon as I arrived at the airport, I
saw a black woman working as a guide in the airport;
I was surprised because I thought Canada is a white
people country. Gradually, I realized that Canada is a
widely mixed culture country. On the way from the
airport to the camp I adjusted my watch, it was about
7 p.m., but the sun was still way up high, which was
completely strange to me. One of the good things I
learned is to hold the door for the next person walking
through, and lining up, which are not common things
in Vietnam. Before I thought Canada is a highly
developed country, so they may not have poor people.
But then I saw quite a few homeless indigenous people
in downtown, and I realized that this country still has
problems that need solving. Then I learned about those
people, that they were treated badly and had a difficult
history. I talked with them sometimes, and not all of
them are bad people. I feel sympathy for those people.
Differences: There’s so many, here’s some I can
remember. Food is of course different between South
East Asia and North America culture, the ingredients,
tools and how to eat. Winter in Winnipeg is much colder
than in Vietnam, and there is less rain. Wildlife and
nature is preserved much better in Canada, and I can
see wild rabbits, squirrels or geese on the streets, and
there are many more parks all over the country. Houses
are shorter and have basements, streets are wider and
four-wheeled vehicles are common. Fridges and freezers
in houses are bigger and Canadians shop less frequently.
Religion is another difference, since the main religions
in Vietnam are Buddhism and non-religion; for Canada,
Christian is the major religion, and this effects people’s
living style. I can tell there are much more volunteers
and society work in Canada and more support for the
disabled, who are not well-cared for in Vietnam. And
population is a big difference as well, Vietnam is about
30 times smaller than Canada, but the population is
about 2.6 times more than Canada. Wow, that’s a big
difference and effects lots of things.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I lived in Winnipeg,
which is colder than Calgary. So when I had a retreat
in Calgary in the middle of winter, I really enjoy the
“warm” weather there (around -12º), even though other
IVEPers from the U.S. said it’s too cold. In September,
I taught the host kids how to make lanterns from cans
for Tết Trung Thu (mid-autumn festival). It’s nice to
share that celebration with Canadians. I didn’t wish that
I could see a Canadian wedding, but I did. Sam’s Place
Café had a catering for a wedding, so I went with them
to help serve, and got to see another aspect of Canadian
culture. When we were at the Santa Claus parade, I was
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watching a quartet singing a Christmas carol; I asked
to have a picture with them and then they turned and
asked me to join them singing “We Wish You a Merry
Christmas.” What surprise can be better? Winter in
Winnipeg is terribly cold. Once I was walking on a
freezing cold day, I blinked my eyes, and then the left
one wouldn’t open. My eyelids were stuck together and I
couldn’t take my hands out of the gloves to help because
it’s so cold. It didn’t open until I got inside and warmed
up. People told me that if I had touched it outside, the
eyelids might have broken. What a scary winter! But I do
enjoy skating, though I’m not too good. Once Goodwill
and I skated on the Red River at -32ºC for two hours.
My thighs were frozen like never before, and Goodwill
said his toes got frostbite, yet it was not our last time.
How tough we are!
Faith Journey: I’m encouraged by young Canadian
Christians’ stories; seeing God’s work around the world
through MCC. I learned that people walk with God
differently according to their faith, and God has his time
for things. I feel so blessed for this lifetime opportunity
to learn, share and serve. Praise the Lord!
New Perspectives: I understand more about people from
other countries, warm and friendly in their way. I see
that my country still has lots of things to work on, about
peace, human rights, education and society. I want to do
something for my country.
Future Plans: I’m thinking of going back to school
to equip myself better in order to serve God and my
neighbor.

Musa Mambefor Koreri Wambrauw
(Indonesia)
Assistant intern, MCC U.N. Office
New York City, New York, U.S.

First Impression: To be here in New York City was
beyond my expectation. It is still clearly in my mind. My
first sight of New York City was the Statue of Liberty. I
said to myself, “I must be dreaming. Oh come on; wake
up!” I squeeze my cheek hard until I felt sick and I know
it’s real. I was first of all shocked by a lot of skyscrapers
around NYC and how big it was, overwhelming,
vibrant, everything so fast and the biggest city that I
have ever seen. I always walk from East 19th Street and
1st Avenue downtown to my office uptown on East 44th
Street. It was a total breeze when it was summer, but it is
very cold when walking in winter.
Differences: I came from a developing country to a
developed country. Everything is different, of course
language, foods, transportation and much more. Firstly,
language, as you know, in the U.S. most people speak
just English, but I had noticed also that there are some
people also speaking in Spanish. Especially in my work
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at the UN, I found out they name or label every room in
English and also Spanish. Secondly food, I came from an
island where I eat a lot of spicy foods or if we cook food
we add a lot of spices and other ingredients so that it
will taste delicious, but here I eat simply and avoid spicy
food. New York City has great transportation compared
to my home town. The transportation is accessible, easy
and the important things are convenience, cleanliness,
and timeliness, but it can be expensive. The subway is
underground so it avoids air pollution and traffic.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Once I got an invitation
to attend a meeting. In the invitation it was clearly
written “This is a brown bag meeting.” So I looked
for a brown bag for that day but I wasn’t having any
luck. I finally found one 10 minutes before the meeting
was scheduled to start. I asked Doug, my Director at
the MCC UN Office, “Hi Doug, what’s the meaning of
brown bag meeting?” He answered me, “It means bring
your own lunch while attending the meeting,” and I
laughed out loud because I thought they might need the
brown bag for the activities during the meeting.
Faith Journey: Life is not as easy as I wish here in NYC,
but God in His power doesn’t leave me alone. He is with
me through every circumstance that I face along my
internship here. It’s pretty clear in my mind, in January I
didn’t have money in my wallet or in my bank account. I
spent too much money over the Christmas holiday. I did
not have any idea who I could ask to loan me money. I
have friends here, but they were out of town to spend
their Christmas vacation with their families. However,
God is in control of everything. I received a Christmas
gift card for $20 to shop at Whole Foods. Even though
I didn’t have money, I had something to eat while I was
waiting for my stipend. The story proved to me the verse
in Matthew 6:26.
New Perspectives: I see myself as a new person who
values punctuality. In my country, it is rare for anything
to be on time, but here everything is so on time.
Say something straight up to the point, yes or no. I
remember my commitment, even when some friends ask
me to go to the bar and have alcohol, but I’ve made a
commitment to myself that I won’t do it anymore, not
just because the rule in IVEP’s book, but also because
of how I struggled to come here to the U.S. My visa
was rejected the first time when I applied. I also want to
respect this opportunity as an honor and gift from God.
I also realized that one of my friends wished she could
join us here, but unfortunately her visa had been denied
for the second time when we tried together. There are
many people that really want to come here, but obstacles
prevent them from doing so. For this reason, while I’m
here in U.S., let me use this opportunity wisely.
Future Plans: A lot of plans appear in my mind, but
one thing I’m sure to do right after I end my program is
I’m going to apply to the Indonesia Endowment Fund
for Education Scholarship to continue education for
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my Master’s degree at University of New South Wales
(UNSW) in Sydney, Australia. Another plan is while
waiting for my scholarship I’m going to teach English as
a volunteer at a private English school in my hometown,
where I can continue to share my experience with my
students about how blessed I am to be in this program.

Linlin Wang (China)

Diamond Street Early Childhood Center
Akron, Pennsylvania, U.S.
First Impression: Akron is a beautiful and peaceful small
town.
Differences: Each house is different and unique in its
own way. And strangers say hi to you on the street.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Some friends and my
host remembered my birthday and celebrated with me.
Faith Journey: This is a year when I am away from home
and everything is different and unknown. It is a time that
you can learn to rely on God in everything, whether it is
going smoothly or rough.
New Perspectives: It gives me a new perspective to not
assume but communicate with people on the issue before
jumping to conclusions and to think from other people’s
perspectives more.
Future Plans: Finding a job in a school.

Jennifer Warkentin Bergen (Paraguay)
Winkler Bible Camp
Winkler, Manitoba, Canada

First Impression: Since the moment I got to my
assignment I felt like I was at the right place. I was
amazed by how welcoming everybody was and how fun
it was to do work I had never done before. Living in
a dorm and hanging out with people almost every day
made life exciting. After meeting my host family for the
first time, they accepted me and made me feel at home.
Since the first moment I have been amazed by camp, my
host family, and the country; and that never changed.
Differences: One of the first things I realized at my
workplace was that there was no big difference between
“lady” work and “man” work. At home I was used
to the boys doing certain jobs for the girls. But here at
camp I need to work as hard as every male, which at
the beginning was quite frustrating for me. But after
some time and growing muscles my self-confidence grew
too and I was proud to do things by myself, without
someone else doing it for me just because I’m a girl.
Something else that caught my attention was the so
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called schedules, and that people actually followed them!
Back home we don’t even have a schedule for the bus!
Another difference was the people. I have never met
friendlier people than here in Canada. You just gotta
love them, especially because you get an “I’m sorry”
even if you were the one who ran into them :D.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I will quickly tell three
memorable experiences. The first one happened midOctober on a cold sunny day. Two friends of mine got
me to jump with them into the freezing cold lake! I
will never forget that short “heart attack” when we got
into the water; way too cold for me as a Paraguayan.
The second one happened with the rest of the IVEPers
in Winnipeg. An event we were supposed to attend got
canceled so we spontaneously went to the annual Santa
Claus Parade, even though our coordinator told us we
were not dressed warm enough. We had so much fun,
but at the end of the day we couldn’t feel any of our toes
or fingers, so we decided to go home and listen better
next time to our coordinator. The third one is about me
being married and pregnant! No worries, it was for our
Dinner Theatre at Camp. I got the leading lady role in
the play and had the funny experience of being a wife
and having a fake belly. Things I won’t forget that easily!
Faith Journey: Since the beginning I wanted my IVEP
year to be a special year between me and God. And
that’s what it was. I might not have attended church
on a regular basis because of my work at camp, but I
experienced God in many different ways. Especially at
church, where things were done quite a bit different than
at home, I realized which things are very important to
me in my Christian life and which are not. There were
also difficult times during the year where I wish I could
have been with my friends and family back home, but
especially then I felt God’s presence and his peace in me.
New Perspectives: My perspective changed a lot in the
way of seeing new opportunities and situations. I always
used to see financial resources as a difficulty and a
barrier to something new. But I learned that with hard
work and the support of others you can get way further
than you would have ever expected and that sometimes
doors open easier than you thought. I also realized
that with gaining a wider horizon I’m able to manage
situations in a better and less stressful way than before.
I’m aware as well that at the same time it opens my eyes
to things and situations that could be done differently,
having my home country in mind. I think that’s a big
part of IVEP, giving you inspiration to make a change
in this world, even if it is just a little one like respecting
street lights.
Future Plans: Before I started IVEP I did one semester
of Bible School in Asuncion (capital of Paraguay). If
plans don’t change I will continue the second semester
when I’m back to complete a full year. After that I’m up
to whatever and wherever God wants me to be. Maybe
working for MCC one day? Who knows?
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Xiaohua Wen (China)
Oxford Circle Christian Community Development
Association
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, U.S.
First Impression: This is my first time to come to
America. When I landed in Philadelphia Airport, I felt so
excited, but a little bit nervous. They were all foreigners,
and I was so worried that cannot speak very well and
would be laughed at by others or not understand, so
during the way to Akron, I didn’t talk much with the
other person. I many thoughts about China; it seemed I
was still in China, and I miss China and family. Second
day when I saw many IVEPers and also SALTers it was
the first time I saw such big a group of people especially
from different countries – it was exciting. I knew because
we were God’s children that we can get together and sing
songs in different languages to worship him, dancing,
and sharing God’s gift. I loved the feeling of playing
games together and listening to the lectures; I was so
happy. After one week we each went to our own place
to work. I was picked by Lora and her child Jared
(less 3-years-old). My host family was very thoughtful
and loved God so much. They took care of me and we
shared the same book at night “Foreign to Familiar.”
They were very patient, listening to my part. At first I
could not talk much and limited words could not express
my feelings well, but they understood and encouraged
me a lot and treated me as a family member. Quickly
the strange feelings went away because they were so
nice and always took care of me. When I have some
happy things or sorrowful things, I cannot wait to share
with them, and they’re always so nice to lay down their
own things and listen to me and help me deal with my
problems. I quickly love them so much. The first month
in America passed, from sensitive to comfortable, from
misunderstand to more understand, from shy to open;
God gradually changed me step by step. Once in a while
I would miss China and my family so much, I couldn’t
stop thinking about them, and would cry a lot, but my
host family they comfort me a lot and pray for me so
much. For my work, I felt so different that first month.
I took a subway every day in Beijing, it was so fast, and
you don’t need to wait a long time, but here, ha-ha, I
just need walk a little to the bus stop. The first time I
took the bus back home I lost my way and got off at the
wrong bus stop, but I prayed to God, and soon I was I
familiar with everything going by, and gradually I could
enjoy it. For work, there were many jobs for me to do,
but my coworkers are really enthusiastic and patiently
show me how to print and how to finish online tasks,
and show me how to help the children and how to
deal with different kinds of children problems. I really
appreciate that, thanks God.
Differences: There are many differences between my
home and host countries. Food: there is much fried
food and dishes with oil in my country and we drink
hot boiled water often, and can easily find different
cities’ traditional and specialty foods in a restaurant.
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For breakfast, the most important meal, we drink soup
and eat steam bread or pancake with milk and fruit;
for lunch we often eat noodles or rice with different
dishes with meat and vegetables; and for dinner we
drink soup and dishes or snacks. But here, dinner is the
most important meal, and people really enjoy going
home and reuniting with family to eat together and pray
together after they get off work. For dinner they often
eat baked chicken or beef or pork, salad (fruit salad or
vegetable salad), bean soup, cakes or pie (during some
special festival like Thanksgiving, Christmas Day or a
birthday, they often eat apple pie or pumpkin pie). After
dinner they often have snacks or ice cream. Much food
here is baked or boiled instead of fried, and it is really
healthy. For breakfast, they often eat casually like cereal
or oatmeal or peanut butter jelly with milk or smoothie
or fried eggs with fruits and cold water or juice. For
lunch they often eat leftover food or fast food. Language:
This is the biggest difference. Culture: In China people
don’t speak so directly; often they think more about a
person’s feelings and sometimes they are not so good
at speaking their own thoughts or heart words. Here
a person’s Yes is Yes, and No is No. And because they
really care about your thoughts and heart thinking, they
often speak the truth rather than hide it or make a fake
story. They really like to help you. They respect time, and
are almost always on time. In my home country culture,
people, at work really come together to help each other;
they believe that we are in the same company and like
a family so quickly help each other solve problems and
they can enjoy time together, but here most people are
more independent and individual. Education: In my
country, parents often work and find a children’s nurse
or keep them home with grandparents and play with
toys, but here parents (often mommy) often stay at home
to take care of children and teach them how to make safe
choices and have healthy habits. Every day they will read
different kinds of books and after daddy gets back home
after work, he will play with the children and do some
silly things to make children happy. They teach children
to face the truth and solve problems, but not run away.
My country’s school has a long day, almost 8 hours
or 6 hours, and during the weekend they have much
homework. Some big city parents choose some training
school to help children learn some skill like playing
piano, guitar, or dancing, or drawing or language. But
here students only have half school day, and not much
homework, especially on weekends.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Most funny story
happened to my host family. I spent much time with my
host family’s child and we played together trying to know
his baby language and his habits, although he is only
3-years-old, but I learn much when I play with him. One
day I got up so early and yawned; I quickly realized that
I was not being polite to yawn at him, so I said, “Sorry,
Jared’, but he quickly answer, “You don’t need say sorry
(at that time I was so surprised he answered so quickly)
but he said, “You need say ‘Excuse me’.” I was shocked,
and laughed happily and said, “OK, excuse me.” He is
so smart. He showed me his favorite fire trucks and we
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pretended fire fighters helped people out of the fire safely
and put out the fire; it was so nice to learn American
firefighters put out the fire! And most importantly I can
feel how he loves and respect God, he loves Bible stories
so much, and now he likes to pretend to be people from
Bible stories. Once he pretended Jesus (he) was arrested
by soldiers (me), and when I pretended to walk to him, he
suddenly cried and tried to hide under the sofa. I realized
how he was feeling Jesus’s heart and I was so moved by
his reflection. I love him so much. When we last took a
picture together he kissed me, and I almost cried. Thanks,
God. I pray that God will continually guide him and love
him. Second is every time I get together with my IVEPers,
especially the East IVEPers often have the opportunity to
get together. Thanks God. Every time we share our stories
and encourage each other and pray for each other and
play games. Before going to Canada, almost every IVEPer
got their visa but Luis and Musa. We prayed together
before we left Pennsylvania on Feb. 3rd, and Luis got his
Canada visa on Feb 2nd in the afternoon. We were all so
happy and praised the Lord. Yeah, it is so precious to get
together to learn about each other’s countries and know
each other. Thanks God.
Faith Journey: Thanks God, I give all praise to Lord.
Before coming to America I was already a Christian but I
did not have much time to go to church to worship God
and know him, but when I truly feel his hand guide me
and talk to me that is when I am here alone with only
his company. He knows me more than anyone, his words
always give me strength; he talks to my heart. When I
was confused if it was worth choosing to come here, He
told me, “The Lord himself goes before you and will be
with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do
not be afraid: do not be discouraged” (Deuteronomy 31).
At first when I was worried or discouraged, his words
always kept me company. Trusting step by step: I prayed
to God, “Bring joy to your servant, for I put my trust in
you” (Psalm 86:1). Then God opened my heart and my
eyes, and showed me how he loves me and how he is
awesome and let me see the beauty he created. When I
experience different things or difficulties, I can easily feel
this is God’s plan for me and quickly enjoy it. Joy with
trusting: Gradually I am not a baby but need to walk to
be mutual in spirit life, and to be independent, not always
dependent on other people’s help but solve problems and
experience God fully. Then I had some problems in my
job and in my relationships with staff, and it bothered
my heart so much. I cried and shouted, “What should
I do, God?” God, through my host family, told me, “If
any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be
given to you” (James 1). Then I gradually quieted myself
and asked God to be close and quiet inside, and then God
helped me listen and understand. Wisdom with joy and
trusting: When I moved to my second family, I suffered
my third time biggest allergy, it kept me home resting for
a long time. I felt so bad and didn’t want to see anyone,
but God sent an angel (my host sister Katie) to help me
and comfort me. She kept me company, took care of me
patiently, went to hospital to check and pray, and tried
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many ways to let me know how they care about me. I
cried, “Lord, who I am, that you love me so much?”
And you told me, “We love because he first loved us”
(John 4:19). Lord, you are always awesome and love us.
How great you are. Then you tell me, “Do everything in
love” (Corinthians 16:14). “Love with wisdom and joy
and trusting. Everything in his great creation, how great
is he, whether up to the hill or down to the sea, give
thanks to Him, give praise to the Lord. “Praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord, my soul” (Psalm 146:1). Thanks, praise
with love and wisdom and joy and trusting.
New Perspectives: Thanks to God, I gained more faith
in my trusting God. I know him more and trust him
more than before, and through him I gained more
understanding and knowledge and wisdom. Thanks to
God he prepared the perfect host family for me; though
them I saw God’s light and wisdom, and how to teach
and treat children. It was really inspiring to me, because
I really want to be a good wife and mother. Through
them I learned how to pray for kids and how to teach
kids to love and rely on God. It was such a precious
experience to see God’s gift. Thanks to God he let me
experience his creation, and broaden my mind and open
my narrow eyes and heart to correct my wrong opinions
that I learnt from books. He helped me learn skills
through my work about how to teach students and help
students to be more creative. Thanks to God he let me
know how nice people are and that they are happy to
help others with a true heart. He let me know that my
task is to share His love when I’m back to my country,
to let more and more people know him.
Future Plans: This question often appears in my mind,
I still pray. When I go back to my country, I want to
change my job and find another more challenging job.
I would like to have weekend days off, because before
my job occupied my Sundays. I want to go to church
to worship God, so I’m hopeful that God will continue
to show me his way for me. I want to work a half year
then further study to get my Master’s degree and then
I want to go to a bigger school to teach, or open my
own school to help more and more students know the
world and gain knowledge. If possible I would also
like opportunities to serve God in Sunday school and
share God’s love and what I have learnt here and let
them know more about the world and God’s beautiful
creations; I want to help more and more children. I pray
to God that within three years I can get married, but
my husband must love God, trusting Jesus more than
me, and then we can pray together and share God’s love
together and praise the Lord together and go to church
together and help more people serve God together. That
would be so wonderful. When I back to my country, I
want to preach the Gospel to my family and show how
God helped me and loves me, and pray for them and ask
God to open their hearts and know Jesus and trust him.
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Buyi Shongwe (Swaziland to KS), Kallyne Araujo (Brazil to KS)
and Febri Kristiani (Indonesia to KS) learning how to ski at
Mount Monarch in Colorado

Luis Torres (Colombia to PA) helping out at the New Holland
Thrift store cash register

In front of a Philadelphia mural are Christian Legal Clinics of Philadelphia
staff: Jaimee Moore, Crecensia Mwita (Tanzania to PA), Scott Hicks,
Angelica Maldonado and Pete Hileman

Enjoying the NYC city view from their newly relocated United Nations
office are Doug Hostetter, Ruth-Anne Seburn, Katherine Garrison and
Musa Wambrauw (Indonesia to NY)

Peace House members enjoying life together in Harrisonburg, VA.
Elisante Lulu (Tanzania to VA) is on the far left

Mbaidiro Taambaidjim’d (Chad to OH) is busy planting kale with Irene
Mast
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Ping Ping Li (China to OH) takes a spring buggy ride with
neighbors Marianna and Lisa Yoder

Sambath Nget (Cambodia to PA) is queen for a day sitting on
the ice throne at Lake Louise, AB

Nita Purwidaningsih (Indonesia to OH) enjoys carving pumpkins in the fall
with her host siblings, Kaydri and Sawyer Sommers

Solger Kim (S. Korea to PA) makes friends with the horse during her visit
to the Hinton community in VA

Timoteo Augusto (Mozambique to OH) enjoying his ice cream

Zambee Phonlavong (Laos to OH) with fellow thrift shop volunteer Jayne
White and a customer
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Martha Masilo, far right (Lesotho to PA) and Rubina Budha, orange hat,
front row, (Nepal to PA) enjoy learning to cross country ski with friends

Nina Saud (Indonesia to SK) with her host brother Uriah

BC IVEPers Kathrin Friesen (Brazil), Nishita Hill (India), Salomão
Taumaturgo (Brazil to ON), Joseph Ssekiwala (Uganda) and Nila Amallia
(Indonesia) in Vancouver with Service Workers Meagan and Tobi

Bae Kkot-ip (Korea to AB) and Lourdes Paredes Rios (Bolivia to AB)
enjoying lunch

IVEPer Peiso Makhube (Lesotho to BC) discussing farming over hot
chocolate with his supervisor Murray Siemens

Thokozani Gina (Swaziland to SK) snowboarding with colleagues from
Rainbow Youth: Brad, Justine and Jyslin
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Learning how to snowshoe in Banff National Park:
Peiso Makhube (Lesotho to BC), Thengsu Ghagara
(Bangladesh to IN) and host friend, Matt Tomm

Moltong Lagardy (Chad to AB) and Romulo Pereira Santos
(Brazil to ON) share a smile at Mid-Year Conference

Enock Dor (Haiti), Minja Todorović (Bosnia and Herzegovina) and Mónica
Figueroa Mayorga (Guatemala), IVEPers from Québec, show their flags at
Mid-Year Conference

Kaykeo Phetsalad Chounlamounty (Laos to SK) enjoying the snow in
Banff at Mid-Year Conference

Alice Penner Enns (Paraguay to AB) visiting a beautiful bridge in Calgary

Goodwill Gwala (South Africa to MB) at his desk in the IT department in
MCC’s Winnipeg office
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Jennifer Warkentin Bergen (Paraguay to MB) and Sandra
Hildebrand (Paraguay to SK) in their traditional Paraguayan
dress at Mid-Year Conference

IVEPers from Ontario enjoying themselves in Banff: Salomão
Taumaturgo Silva (Brazil), Romulo Pereira Santos (Brazil) and
Witney Bautista Martinez (Colombia)

Originally from Ndola, Zambia, Fildred Mudenda works at Pregnancy and
Family Support Services in Winnipeg, Manitoba

Triet Tran (Vietnam to MB) prepares a cafe mocha for a customer at MCC
Manitoba’s Sam’s Place, in Winnipeg, Manitoba

Zilei Liu (China to AB) appreciates a quilt made by MCC volunteers at the
MCC office in Saskatoon

Rosa Martinez Callejas (Honduras to MB) working in the warehouse at
Winnipeg Harvest
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