On the Journey
“It is a peace program that works, not in a big sweep, but one small ripple
at a time, each ripple enlarging with every expanding circle.” ~ Doreen Harms
A U.S. Newsletter of the International Volunteer Exchange Program

Coming up:
IVEP Mid-year
Conference,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Feb. 11, travel
Feb. 12—19 conference
Feb. 20, travel

“There’s got to be a
better way! Get rid
of the buses. Just let
me handle the transportation.”
~ Paul Clemens

Fall 2013

Traveling together
The International Volunteer Exchange Program (IVEP) is administered by Mennonite Central
Committee in Canada and the U.S. This newsletter sets out to connect hosts, partner agencies and
IVEPers in the U.S., creating space for the cross pollination of ideas and a greater sense of community.
Articles and new readers are welcome. Please email Helen Yocum at HelenYocum@mcc.org

Staff insights: Make the trip a special one
Volunteers are at the heart of MCC’s work. Paul Clemens is one example. For more than
20 years, Paul has coordinated a group of volunteer drivers that transport IVEPers from the
airport to orientation every August.
Before the MCC Welcoming Place was built in
2000, the IVEP orientation was held at Blooming Glen Mennonite Church in Souderton, Pa.
MCC used to rent a bus or two that would wait
all day at Kennedy, La Guardia or Newark airports until every IVEPer arrived. Sometimes the
bus would not arrive at the church until 1 am
next morning. One year Paul said, “There’s got
to be a better way! Get rid of the buses. Just let
me handle the transportation.”
Each year since then, Paul has organized a team
of volunteer drivers and vans who have navigated the changes in air travel over the years.
Most flights now arrive in Philadelphia, which
has been easier for the team, but still there are often long waits and unexpected schedule
changes as IVEPers fly in from all around the world. Paul laughs that some things never
change, “You’re on the road no more than 15 minutes and half of them are sleeping.” They
are tired from their travels.
Paul Clemens beside one of the vans used to
transport IVEPers. Paul is the founder of
Clemens Uniforms in Lansdale, Pa.

The drivers still look for ways to make the trip to orientation a special one. One driver gets
off the turnpike in Morgantown to let the IVEPers see more of the country-side. This year
he stopped at a relative’s orchard and everyone got apples.
MCC does its work better because volunteers like Paul Clemens and his team of drivers are
willing to share gifts of their time and resources to offer hospitality and friendship.
Chris Landes, GSL Director

Participant insights: We are His co-workers
Who’s Who?
IVEP U.S.
National Coordinator
AndreaGeiser
@mcc.org
Administrative
Assistant
HelenYocum@mcc.org
IVEP U.S. Regional
Coordinators:
Central States
AnnaYoder@mcc.org
East Coast
KimDyer@mcc.org
Great Lakes—Indiana
LesGustafsonZook
@mcc.org
Great Lakes—Ohio
MarlinYoder@mcc.org
West Coast
JenniferDeibert
@mcc.org

John Wesley said, “You have one business on earth—to save souls.” When I first arrived in the United States, the food, the time change, and the people, were all new to my
life, and I wondered if I would be able to hold on to my sense of mission. But after a
month, I feel like I’m at home as my wonderful host family has helped me to remember
my mission goal. Through my work
at Dock Woods and Dock Meadows,
I have come to understand the great
call that the church has in taking
care of people, especially the elderly.
Indeed, this is now the time that the
church should be inviting and welcoming all the elderly into her caring
and protective service as the salt and
light of the world. My life has already changed for the better now
that I have seen the needs of people
in this world. Jesus said, “For I was
Madalitso, Malawi, with some new Dock Woods friends
hungry and you gave something to
eat, I was thirsty, and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger, and you invited me in . . .” (Matt. 25:35-36).
That’s what the Lord wants us to do on this earth, for we are His co-workers in his
kingdom now.
Madalitso Kaputa, Malawi—Dock Woods Community, Lansdale, Pa.

Partner insights: We prayed for a good fit
It took us a while at Christian Legal
Clinics of Philadelphia to make the decision to host an IVEP volunteer for the
first time, but the prospect of having a
full-time volunteer who could help us
serve one of Philadelphia’s many minority communities won out over any
apprehensions. We prayed for a good
fit as we agreed to participate in the
program, and God answered us with
the arrival of Catherine, a Colombian
lawyer and a committed believer.
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After one month, Catherine is already a
vital part of our team. She has thrown
herself into the work and does everything from client scheduling, interpreting and
translating, conducting intake, and preparing expungement petitions. We’re looking
forward to seeing how her keen mind and servant’s heart will help us improve and develop our ministry throughout the rest of the IVEP term.
Catherine Cañón Sarmiento, Colombia, joins the team

We hope we’ve fostered an environment where Catherine feels listened to and engaged.
She’s shown herself capable of taking on whatever we’ve asked, and we hope to see her
continue to thrive in her new position.
Ted Oswald, Staff Attorney, Christian Legal Clinics of Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pa.

Host insights: A fitting way to “pay it forward”

“As we host our new
daughter, Mina,
someone in Zambia
has a new son named
Nigel.”
~ Amy Murray

When the email came one Friday afternoon that Kingsway school was looking for a
host family for an IVEPer from Cambodia we almost had a panic attack. We were so
afraid someone would snatch her up before we could make the phone call on Monday
to “apply for adoption.” The excitement mounted when we found out we would get to
host Mina for the school year. It seemed especially appropriate this year since our son
Nigel is serving with SALT in Zambia. So, as we host our new daughter, Mina, someone in Zambia has a new son named Nigel. It seems a fitting way to “pay it forward.”
Some of our new learnings have been using chop sticks, eating lots of stir fry and developing a taste for Kimchi. Kimchi is a fermented, spicy, sour cabbage dish that our Cambodian daughter loves. (It take a lot of adjectives to describe Kimchi!) We have found a
local Asian grocery store and the spice rack in our kitchen cupboard has expanded.
Mina has had a variety of learnings as well. She has adapted well to learning how to
operate our washing machine, using her cell phone and finding friends on facebook
with her ipod. Mina is taking every advantage of living in the states. She is taking piano
and English lessons. Almost every day she practices piano for 1-2 hours. Her progress is
amazing.
We laugh a lot with Mina and continue to be blessed with her presence in our home.
Her smile is contagious and has made lots of friends at church and school. If you are
passing through Orrville, Ohio stop in for a delightful meal of stir fry vegetables and
Kimchi. And maybe Mina will even give us a little piano concert!
Amy and Randy Murray, Orrville, Ohio
are hosting Sokkeymina Hem from Cambodia

“How things turn
abruptly; please include [the Kamansi
community] in your
prayers.”
~ Patrick Neri

Visit our
IVEP Facebook page!
facebook.com/IVEProgram

Find us on the web at
ivep.mcc.org

Alumni insights: Faith in action
IVEP alum Patrick Neri puts his faith into
action. He teams with ROTA (Rebirth
Outdoor Trekkers and Adventurers) in the
Philippines to bring together people with a
passion for rugged trekking as well as for
community service. They deliver healthy
food and school kits to isolated villages
only accessible by foot, addressing malnutrition and the declining literacy levels
among indigenous people. Patrick explains, “The longest we’ve trekked was 8
Patrick, front, fords the river, leading the way
hours, through an elevation of over a
thousand feet, a dozen river crossings, an 80-degree incline of a 4-storey wall, and
about 2-3 kilometers of mud.”
A recent trip to a community in Kamansi was initially postponed for two weeks because of rumors of insurgency. Since Patrick’s visit the community has been displaced.
“How things turn abruptly; please include them in your prayers.”
“If MCC has some school kits to spare for the Philippines, we’d be more than willing to
climb mountains to reach more kids,” he says in conclusion. See the ROTA video posted on facebook.com/IVEProgram
Patrick Neri, Philippines, IVEP alum 2001-2002, served at the Asia Pacific Center for
Justice and Peace, and the MCC Peace Office, both in Washington DC

Pray for .

IVEPers in action

..

∗ IVEPers living out
their desire to promote goodwill and
better understanding
this year
∗ IVEP hosts and

partners as they
continue to be a
welcoming community for IVEPers

Youa, Laos with Yuanyuan, China

Rachel, Indonesia,
enjoying Colorado

∗ The Kamansi com-

munity, internally
displaced in the Philippines
∗ Canada IVEPers

still waiting to start
their year

Heri, Indonesia, helping out in Colorado

Virginia relief sale weekend
l. to r.: Sangita, India; Sokkeymina, Cambodia;
Kyrolus, Egypt; Mary, Zambia.
Virginia relief sale weekend
Virginia relief sale weekend
l. to r. Sangita, India; Sokkeymina, Cambodia; Kyrolus, Egypt;
l. to r. Sangita, India; Sokkeymina, Cambodia; Kyrolus, Egypt;
Mary, Zambia.
Mary, Zambia.

Priscila’s, Dominican
Republic, birthday with
host brother
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On the way to Washington DC
On the way to Washington DC

Heri, Indonesia, helping out in Colorado

IVEP and SALT orientation, Akron, August 2013

