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A SWAP group from St. Joseph Catholic Church, Dover OH begin to raise the walls of Darrell Slone’s 
new home
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by Louisa Pirozzi-Erb, Location Coordinator 
SWAP Hindman 

“I know this is a miracle—
miracles happen” said Darrell 
Slone, homeowner and volunteer SWAP sum-
mer staffer, as he sat on the porch of his near-
ly completed new home. In July 2016, Darrell’s 
house burned to the ground due to arson. Three 
weeks later, two SWAP volunteers from Dover, 
Ohio felt called by God to build Darrell a house.  
They did not know logistically how to make it 
happen but they were committed. 

   Contractor Dan and retired businessman 
John approached SWAP and their partner or-
ganization the Hindman United Methodist 
Church (HUMC) with the idea of working to-
gether on this project. The Dover group would 
build the exterior walls in Ohio and bring them 
down to Kentucky, frame the interior walls, and 
make financial contributions. HUMC would be 
responsible for site preparation, the house 
foundation and additional financial contribu-
tions. SWAP would provide the coordination of 

the project and labor. All parties knew this was 
going to be a faith journey. 

  Grady, a member of the Hindman United 
Methodist Church had experience in depend-
ing upon the Lord to make things happen when 
the HUMC congregation decided to build a new 
church thirteen years ago. He saw his job “to 
-beat the drum of hope and faith in encourag-
ing the congregation to step out … when you 
can believe and trust God and step out in faith, 
it’s amazing what we can do… There are ma-
ny people here that need a new house but for 
whatever reason God told these people to build 
a house for Darrell.”  Dan said, “If you trust God, 
you’re where you’re supposed to be.”

    Rob Hoffman, HUMC pastor, and Peter 
Erb, Hindman SWAP location coordinator took 
charge of the coordination effort. Rob called lo-
cal agencies gathering information for the start  
of construction on land owned by Darrell’s fam-
ily. Rob and a small group of church members 
went to the site to redeem and bless the land. 
Pete drew up plans for a small two-bedroom 
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Lots of dates still available in 
2018!	Consider bringing a group 
from your congregation or 

volunteering as an individual. For more 
information about a typical SWAP week 
and how to sign up your group, visit 
swap.mcc.org or call the MCC 
Appalachia office at (606) 633-5065.
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by Stephanie Broersma, SWAP Harlan 
Location Co-Coordinator

O ne of the biggest chal-
lenges for SWAP Loca-
tion Coordinators is 
sorting through home-

owner applications, visiting homes, 
and choosing projects for the year.  This 
year in Harlan, we had 120 applications 
for home repair.  The majority of these 
requests are legitimate needs; most 
are widowed, elderly, or disabled.  Of 
the 120 applications, we were able to 
work on 28 homes during the spring 
and summer.  While the need can seem 
overwhelming and sometimes make us 
wonder if we are making a difference, 
when we stop to reflect on specific 
stories from the past season we are 
reminded of how life changing each 

week can be for both homeowners and 
volunteers.

One of the homeowners for which 

Prayer
Concerns

MCC’s work around the world
SWAP is a program of Mennonite Central Com-
mittee (MCC) U.S., which shares God’s love 
and compassion for all in the name of Christ 
by responding to basic human needs and work-
ing for peace and justice. Pray for MCC’s relief, 
development and peace work in more than 50 
countries around the world, including address-
ing conflict-related needs in Syria and Iraq and 
supporting refugees and host communities in 
Lebanon and Jordan. To learn more about the 
work of MCC, both domestically and interna-
tionally, visit mcc.org.

SWAP	volunteers,	staff	and	homeowners
Pray for the volunteers who will serve with 
SWAP in 2018, whether for a week, several 
weeks or the entire summer. Pray for the SWAP 
staff as they continue to relate with homeown-
ers and make plans and decisions for the com-
ing year. Please pray also for the homeowners 
themselves and the relationships that will be 
built. For more information about volunteering, 
working as summer staff or bringing a group to 
SWAP, visit swap.mcc.org.

Moving of West Virgina Location
Pray for a smooth transition of the SWAP West 
Virginia location from Elkhorn to Kimball in      
McDowell County. SWAP West Virginia will be 
partnering with Kimball Houston United Meth-
odist Church. Pray the relationships that will 
develop in Kimball, also pray for the continual 
relationships with our friends and partner in 
Elkhorn. 

Coordinators’ Corner
by Keith & Charlene Barr, MCC 
Appalachia Program Coordinators

We are very excited 
to have a new pro-
motional video for 
the SWAP program.   
Elizabeth Derstine, 

MCC US Multimedia Producer and 
Brooke Strayer, MCC Great Lakes 
Young Adult Coordinator, made a 
visit to Appalachia in July. During 
their visit they conducted inter-
views with the SWAP Location Coor-
dinators, summer staff, homeown-
ers, volunteers and partners as well 
as taking photos and videos. Then 
came the task of sifting through all 
of their data and creating a three 
minute promotional video.  You 
can view the video here: mcc.org/
swap-video. 

Another project in the making is 
the change of location for our West 
Virginia SWAP program. We are cur-
rently operating out of Elkhorn, in 
McDowell County. We hope to be 

moved into our new location in 
Kimball, also in McDowell County, 
in time for the 2018 summer SWAP 
season. Kimball is more centrally lo-
cated in the county, which should 
cut some travel time to the jobsites 
for our volunteers. We are look-
ing forward to partnering with the 
Kimball Houston United Methodist 
Church. 

Harlan Update 

SWAP volunteers from Our Savior's Luthern 
Church in Sun Prairie, WI with homeowner 
Jeanne Burke in her newly remodeled, 
handicap accessible  bathroom. 
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“Harlan Update” continued on page 4
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Keith & Charlene Barr serve as MCC 
Appalachia Program Coordinators. 

We	 need	 staff	 for	 our	 2018	 SWAP	 summer	
season!  

Summer staff are a critical component of SWAP’s 
successful ministry. They receive meals, lodging 
and a weekly stipend during the three month 
assignments. Call (606) 633-5065 or visit swap.
mcc.org.
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by Peg Martin, SWAP Kimball 
Location Coordinators

W e 
are Lee 

a n d P e g 
Martin, new 

Location Coordinators (LCs) for 
SWAP West Virginia, currently 
living in Elkhorn.  We had the 
wonderful privilege of starting 
our assignment by shadowing 
LCs Lou and Pete Erb in Hind-
man, KY for a month, and then 
working with Pete and Stepha-
nie Broersma, LCs in Harlan, KY 
for another four weeks.  What a 
privilege to experience SWAP 
in two different settings and 
begin to understand how the 
pieces fit together to make a 
mutually beneficial week for 
SWAP volunteers and home-
owners.

Lee and I are most recently 
from Harrisonburg, VA where 
we lived and worked for the 
past seventeen years.  Lee 
was the pastor of Mt. Clinton 
Mennonite Church, and I, as 
an RN, worked in a variety of 
nursing positions.  Our two 
children, Maria and Curtis are 

both young adults. 
Other past experiences in-

clude sharing the position of 
Camp Managers at Highland 
Retreat, a Mennonite affili-
ated camp and retreat center 
in northwestern Rockingham 
County, VA.  While there, Lee 
was also an associate pastor at 
Gospel Hill Mennonite Church.

For some time, we had 
been praying, trying to dis-
cern whether God was calling 
us to stay in place, or to follow 
Him into a new area.  We were 
attracted to SWAP when we 
saw the position announced 
on the MCC web site, and de-
cided to apply.  Lee had prior 
experience in home repair 
from his early adult years with 
Mennonite Voluntary Service 
in rural Mississippi, as well 
as from working for a home-

builder in Harrisonburg, and 
from his maintenance tasks at 
Highland Retreat.  My favorite 
part of my home health nurs-
ing positions was visiting cli-
ents in their own homes.  

While it was difficult to 
leave our family, our neigh-
borhood, and our congrega-
tion, it seemed right to accept 
the SWAP position when it was 
offered.  We are excited to see 
what the future holds.  We be-
lieve God calls us to love our 
neighbors, and Jesus’ exam-
ple and teaching points us to 
share with those who need an 
extra boost, the poor, those 
considered the “least of these”.  
They have much to teach us.

By the numbers: 
2016 SWAP season

 number of summer staff19 (including SOOP and short 
 term volunteers)

41 number of groups that came 
 to SWAP

51 number of households 
 served through SWAP 

516 number of volunteers

by Anders Eld, SWAP Summer 
Staffer, Harlan, KY 

As each one has received a 
gift, minister it to one anoth-
er, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.
1 Peter 4:10, NKJV

We have all 
met these 
two groups 
of people 

the apostle Peter addresses 
in this passage. Some peo-
ple are fully aware of their 

abilities, and they make no 
efforts to keep them hid-
den from the world around 
them. The downside is they 
at times believe they have 
the right to use their God-
given aptitudes for their 
own ends. On the other end 
of the spectrum are those 
that feel that they have no 
special talents at all. Even 
though the two groups can 
appear worlds apart, they 
are both the intended au-
dience for the apostle’s urg-
ing, and sometimes an in-

dividual can even find his 
or her place in both camps. 
In fact, this past summer, in 
assuming the position with 
SWAP summer staff in Har-
lan, KY, I found myself tossed 
from one camp to the other. 
I’m not a carpenter; instead 
I spend  my professional 
life either with a notebook 
in  hand or by the key-
board. My previous experi-
ence of home repairs never 
stretched beyond my own 
home. But when a fellow 

Reflections of a Summer Staffer Coordinators’ Corner

2017 SWAP summer 
staff

Harlan, Kentucky

Barry Bishop*
Emma Stutzman*
Nick and Michelle Haveman** 
Margo Adams**
Anders Eld 
Stephen Jones 
Aaron Jones
Deric Jeffers
Luke Stevens

Hindman, Kentucky 

Matthew Blosser 
Paul Michael Shirk 
Matthew Hicks
John Karl**
Katie Yoder**
Ginny Cress**
Emma Stutzman*
Ken Wall**
Kathy Wall**
Darrell Slone 

*denotes SOOP volunteers
**denotes short term volunteers

Harlan Update 

“Reflections”	continued	on	page	4

Meet the Martins 
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Lee and Peg Martin with their 
children Maria and Curtis. 
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“Reflections”	continued	from	page	3

home and consulted with the Ohio contractors.  Conference 
call meetings were held to discuss finances and logistics. At one 
of the first meetings, Darrell believed this house would hap-
pen. Darrell often tells the story of how he dreamed when he 
was 5 – 6 years old about living in a house on this plot of land. 
Without a doubt, he believes this is that house, built some 40 
years later.  He said, “This is a bigger picture than what I or any-
one else could have imagined.”

“Once you take that first step, God will follow through and 
put everything in place.” said Grady. People from each group 
came together and made this happen. Rob Hoffman’s father 
and relatives, who are professional contractors, came to Ken-
tucky and poured the cement slab foundation. Combined 
with a discount from a local hardware owner, enough finan-
cial contributions came from local people, previous SWAP vol-
unteers, and the Dover St. Joseph Catholic Church to purchase 
the needed materials. Almost one year after the fire, the group 
of builders from Dover, Ohio brought the walls to Kentucky and 
put them up in three hours. The house was under roof in three 
days. SWAP volunteers from Pennsylvania, Indiana, and Ohio 
hung drywall, put up siding, installed plumbing,  wired, and 

“Miricles Happen” continued from page 1

church member informed me of a need for another staffer 
to help address the long list of home improvement projects, 
I decided to put the matter to God in prayer. After living in 
Appalachia for nearly a dozen years, I’ve become increasingly 
aware of the massive material and spiritual needs of many 
people around me. In my personal time with the Lord, I real-
ized that He appeared to pave the way for me to give back 
to the area that has become my home. So I took a step far 
beyond my comfort zone. 
Within a matter of days, my role with SWAP became clear; I 
was the “roofing guy”.  Week after week, I worked alongside 
a group of volunteers full of a love for fellow man and a de-

sire to make a difference, in order to repair a damaged and/
or leaky roof. Of course, roofing comes with challenges.  But 
our efforts meant improved shelter – and a new drier begin-
ning – for a struggling family or widow. In the meantime, 
we acquired skills and learned things about ourselves and 
God that we never would have known if we remained in the 
prison of our own convenience. 
The apostle is reminding us that God in His sovereign grace 
has given everyone gifts for furthering his Kingdom on earth. 
As believers, we are called to seek and find them, and more 
importantly, put them to use in the service of others. None of 
our abilities are intended for our own exclusive enjoyment.

painted the house. Donations of appliances and furnish-
ings have poured in from local people and some from Ohio.  
Darrell believed he saw the love of Christ in every SWAP 
volunteer. “I saw Jesus in each one of them...it’s the time 
they would share with me. It was original and genuine.”

Pastor Rob commented that the relationships built with 
people involved in the project was a blessing.  The house 
became an opportunity for him to witness to others in the 
community. Local inspectors and business owners were 
curious about the project and asked questions. They also 
contributed their time and knowledge.  “The only thing 
that brought us all together was the desire to do some-
thing for God.”

All parties involved agreed that this project was much 
bigger than just building a house. No group could have 
done the work by themselves. It took the combined effort 
of more than an estimated 200 people from different states 
to construct a small two-bedroom home for Darrell.  As 
Grady said, “God put this all in a big bowl and provided 
what we needed when we needed it…it has been a remark-
able testimony to what the Lord can do.”

we worked this summer is a woman who had not been able to get into her bathroom for years because the floor was unsafe.  
She shared stories of having been abused and abandoned many times throughout her life and was grateful to have caring 
people help her. She received a renovated handicapped accessible bathroom.  Another homeowner had been cooking out 
of an old camper.  She is a widow who accompanies Spanish speaking members of our community and acts as a interpreter 
for appointments such as medical and legal.  Volunteers built her a room addition with a kitchen.  Yet another woman had a 
house with a leaky roof, unsafe porch, and floors with no coverings on them.  She is widowed and has lost several adult chil-
dren to tragic deaths.  She said she thought to herself that the house was going to fall down around her, but SWAP volunteers 
were able to take care of her home repair and minister to her spirit.  Many homeowners really enjoy and are encouraged by 
having people in their home for the week.

On the volunteer end, we also see lives changed.  One man came who had only ever heard the negative aspects of coal 
mining.  After hearing stories from staff and homeowners, he said he could now understand the pride that coal miners had in 
their occupation.  Another volunteer went back to his home church and is in the process of starting a ministry to help widows 
and those in need with home maintenance projects.  Many young people have their eyes opened to the fact that they have 
much for which to be grateful.  Many volunteers get a taste for serving others that propels them to further service.

These are just a few stories of the work and relationships shared during a SWAP season.  This year, the verse on which MCC 
has chosen to focus is Romans 12:15 “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.”  Volunteers and homeown-
ers alike are often able to engage with each other in the manner that Christ calls us to: sharing the joys and challenges of life.

“Harlan Update” continued from page 2


