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Purpose and contest rules 
 
Purpose 

• To promote church-wide awareness of significant public policy issues by highlighting 

Anabaptist youth perspectives 

• To promote youth understanding of the relationship of faith to public policy 

• To promote greater awareness of the work of MCC's Washington Office and expand the 

base of Anabaptist policy advocates 

 
Contest rules 

• Prizes will be awarded as follows: Grand prize ($750), 2nd place ($500), 3rd place ($250). 

• The winners will also be provided the opportunity to visit her/his local congressional office, 

accompanied by an MCC staff person.  

• Contest is open to Mennonite, Brethren in Christ and other Anabaptist youth of high school 

age and to all youth who attend Mennonite high schools within the United States and Puerto 

Rico.  

• Immediate family members of current MCC staff or board members are not eligible for the 

contest. 

• Resources are available from the MCC U.S. Washington Office web site at 

http://mcc.org/get-involved/advocacy/washington/contest. 

• Essays should be 4-6 pages, double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font with 1-in. 

margins.  

• Each student may submit only one essay. Essays should be submitted electronically, as an 

attachment to an email. The student’s name and any other identifying information should 

appear only on the first page of the document, which shall be a cover sheet that includes the 

essay title, student’s name, mailing address, email address, home congregation, school name, 

and current grade level. Please also include an electronic headshot photo, noting who took 

the photo. 

• Entries will be judged on content (demonstrated understanding of the issues), clarity (writing 

style) and creativity (imaginative and thoughtful policy positions). 

• Essays will be judged anonymously. 

• Contestants’ opinions are their own and do not necessarily represent Mennonite Central 

Committee. 

• Essays must be e-mailed or postmarked by January 25, 2019 and submitted to your regional 

MCC office (see map below).  

• The MCC U.S. Washington Office will announce winners by March 28, 2019. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 20th annual (2018-2019)  

Public policy  

Essay contest  

for Anabaptist Youth 

 

http://mcc.org/get-involved/advocacy/washington/contest


 2 

 
 
Essay entries must be e-mailed or postmarked by January 25, 2019, and submitted to 
your regional MCC office: 
 MCC Central States MCC East Coast        MCC Great Lakes   West Coast MCC 

 121 East 30th Street 900 E. Howell St.        1013 Division Street   1010 G Street 

 P.O. Box 235  Philadelphia, PA 19149     Goshen, IN 46528   Reedley, CA 93654 

 N. Newton, KS 67117  

 kkw@mcc.org  eastcoast@mcc.org     GreatLakesOffice@mcc.org  westcoast@mcc.org 

 

 
 

 
Select ONE of the following topics and write an essay on that topic: 
 

Gun violence 
Gun violence in the U.S. contributes to many injuries and deaths annually but federal policymakers have not 

agreed on a policy solution to prevent these casualties. What policies should federal policymakers put in place 

to reduce the number of gun deaths and injuries in the U.S.? 
 

• Understanding of the issue (40 points total) 

o Approximately how many people are killed by guns in the U.S. each year? How does this 

compare with other industrialized countries? (10 points) 

o What are the major causes of gun deaths in the U.S.? (10 points) 

o Why might policymakers be reluctant to implement stricter gun policies? What might 

motivate them to support stricter policies? (20 points) 

 

• Problem solving (40 points total) 

o Each state has its own gun policies. Why might it be important to implement federal policies 

to help reduce gun violence? (15 points) 

o What are some policies that could help reduce the number of gun-related injuries and deaths 

in the U.S.? (15 points) 

o How might Anabaptist values influence the way we respond to gun violence? (10 points) 

 

• Writing style (20 points) – Essays will be granted up to 20 points for writing style, grammar, spelling 

and citation.  

 
Immigration 
In the spring of 2018, the Trump administration instituted a “zero tolerance” policy for immigrants crossing 

the U.S.-Mexico border, including asylum seekers, and began a process of forcibly separating children from 

their parents. Why was the U.S. government separating immigrant families? What might be better ways to 

respond to those seeking asylum at our southern border? 

 

• Understanding of the issue (40 points total) 
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o Describe the zero tolerance and family separation policies (i.e., what does “zero tolerance” 

mean; why were families being separated; what was happening to the adults and to the 

children). (15 points) 

o Is it legal to cross the border into the U.S. and request asylum? What are valid reasons for 

requesting asylum? (10 points) 

o What does the “Flores Settlement” say about detaining immigrant children? (10 points) 

o What are other ways immigrant families in the U.S. are being forcibly separated today, aside 

from at the border? (5 points) 

 

• Problem solving (40 points total) 

o What are some alternatives to placing immigrants in detention facilities? How effective are 

they? How do the costs of these alternatives compare to the costs of detention? (10 points) 

o What do Anabaptist values say about how we should treat those seeking asylum, or safety, in 

the U.S.? (10 points) 

o How should the U.S. government treat asylum seekers? What special care, if any, should be 

given to children seeking asylum? (10 points)  

o How might we address the root causes of this migration (the reasons why people flee their 

home countries and seek asylum in the U.S.)? (10 points) 

 

• Writing style (20 points) – Essays will be granted up to 20 points for writing style, grammar, spelling 

and citation.  
 
North Korea (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea) 
The June 2018 summit between President Trump and North Korean leader Kim Jong-un was a positive step 

that moved the two countries away from the brink of military confrontation. International negotiations 

require patience, time and behind-the-scenes relationship-building. The summit was the start of a long 

process toward peace. What changes now need to take place in U.S. government policy regarding North 

Korea to shift further away from threats of war to diplomacy? What areas, if any, provide hope for change? 

 

• Understanding of the issue (40 points total) 

o What is at the heart of the previously chilly diplomatic relationship between the U.S. and 

DPRK (Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, or North Korea)?  (20 points) 

o What are some of the concerns that both sides have about negotiating with the other? What 

might be some potential benefits of negotiating? (15 points) 

o Moving away from nuclear threats is positive, but many people (including members of 

Congress) are not happy that President Trump met with Kim Jong-un. What are some of the 

reasons for their pessimism about diplomacy with North Korea? (5 points) 

 

• Problem solving (40 points total) 

o What actions could be taken by the U.S. government to build trust with North Korea and 

demonstrate they are willing to negotiate? (15 points) 

o In addition to government actions, what might be some creative solutions to build 

relationships and trust between the people of the United States and North Korea who have 

very little contact? (15 points) 

o How might Anabaptist values influence our response to our government’s threats of military 

action versus diplomacy? (10 points) 
 

• Writing style (20 points) – Essays will be granted up to 20 points for writing style, grammar, spelling 

and citation.  
 


