
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) sponsors learning tours as part of its mission to be a 

channel for interchange between churches and community groups around the world, so that all 

may grow and be transformed. 

 

MCC groups generally visit places where MCC workers live. Tours permit conversation with 

people with whom MCC works and participation in the culture and physical environment in the 

places visited. 

 

 

RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH LEARNING TOURS 

 

The itinerary of a learning tour typically includes travel in poor countries where transportation 

systems, housing accommodations, health care, public safety and other facilities are at levels far 

below those customarily enjoyed by most North Americans. Participants may experience 

increased risk of serious bodily injury, death and property loss during the experience. Participants 

should not participate unless they fully accept these risks and choose to sign the release of 

liability below. 

 

MCC will not knowingly expose tour participants to physical conditions that are dangerous or 

beyond those experienced by MCC workers and partners.  MCC places the highest value on the 

safety of learning tour participants.  Coordinators will make every effort to ensure the safety of 

participants.  If at some point in the trip you feel the need to terminate your participation in some 

aspect of the tour activities because of fears for your safety, MCC coordinators will assist you in 

making alternative arrangements for the period of time in which you choose not to participate in 

planned activities. 

 

 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY 

 

I recognize the risks described above. As a participant in any exchange sponsored by MCC, 

I agree that: 

1. I assume full responsibility for all risk of personal injury and death, property damage or loss 

associated with the trip. 

2. I and my successors will not sue nor bring other legal actions against MCC, its officers, board 

members, staff or volunteers for any personal injury, death, property damage or loss experienced 

as a result of participation in the learning tour, including any losses caused by the negligence of 

MCC or any such other organization or person. 

3. This release is intended to be as broad and inclusive as permitted by the law of any applicable 

governmental jurisdiction; if a court should hold any portion of this release invalid, the balance 

of this release shall continue to be of full legal effect. 

4. I will fully indemnify and hold harmless MCC from any claims whatsoever that relate to me in 

connection with the trip, including any attorney fees, costs and expense that MCC may incur in 

connection with any injury, death or loss I may suffer. 



5. I will maintain adequate medical insurance coverage (or an appropriate substitute supported by 

a community plan) during the tour. 

6. I will promptly reimburse MCC for any sums advanced for me by MCC to obtain medical 

services or other care during the tour. 

7. I recognize that circumstances could result in rerouting the tour or early ending of the trip. I 

understand that on such occasions MCC may calculate and refund a portion of the fees paid by 

participants to MCC. 

8. This agreement will bind me as well as my estate, heirs and successors. 

9. This agreement states the full agreement between myself and MCC and supersedes all 

previous understandings. 

10. This agreement may be modified only in writing. 

11. I have carefully read this agreement, fully understand its contents and voluntarily sign it, 

intending to be legally bound. 

 

Date: 

 

____________________________________ 

 

Participant’s signature: 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Accepted by MCC 

 

By: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Title: _________________________________________________________ 

 

 

NOTE - Please return all forms (MOU, Medical & Registration) to your tour leader: 

 

Tour Leader/s – KEEP & CARRY copies of all forms when you travel. Also please forward 

a copy of all participant forms together to: 

MCC 

Attn: WAL/LT Forms 

21 S. 12
th

 Street 

PO Box 500 

Akron, PA 17501-0500 

 


