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IVEPers in the Great Lakes region spent a weekend together, packing school kits, kayaking, singing, relaxing and sharing in church.

It seems we are always encouraged by society and our supervisors to have goals. It might be a goal for the day or week, 
for the school year or even a life goal. Short-term goals are quite easy for me – I’m the type of person who will write a 
list of things to get done on a Saturday. But long-term goals are more challenging and can, at times, be ambiguous. What 
does it actually mean to “increase a sense of personal involvement and responsibility in a world of interrelated peoples,” 
one of the IVEP goals? Put another way, it is hard to know you have achieved your goal when seeking to “provide 
opportunities for learning and mutual transformation through the development of intercultural skills.” While goals are 
important and necessary, I hope they don’t cause us to overlook the serendipitous moments in life.  

In looking back at my journal during SALT, it seems I was most thankful for homemade chocolate chip cookies from 
my Reps, which rounded out my meals of jasmine rice in the morning, jasmine rice at noon and jasmine rice at night. 
But, as I brushed the cookie crumbs off my face, I also journaled about learning language, hanging out with friends after 
work, connecting with my hosts, exploring new areas, learning history and appreciating a new climate.  The delight 
of exploring Phnom Voar, an enchanting cave hole sunk in the mountains, was tangible. The joy in being able to show 
my parents around and the pride in knowing I could order food, get a taxi and ask for directions, all in Khmer, was 
exhilarating. Seeing the fresh water Mekong dolphin and learning that black pepper grows on vines were surprising 
discoveries for me. Being present during church youth gatherings, where I only understood 10 percent of the words but 
100 percent of the body language, knowing I was welcomed was humbling. The tears I shed at the airport upon my 
departure and tight hugs with host sisters were reminders that this country, culture and people had stolen my heart and 
shaped my growing up. These were not specific goals that I articulated at orientation, but they were very real learnings, 
serendipitous moments that I’ll remember for a lifetime. 

Look back at your goals for the year with grace and a smile, but more than that, remember those serendipitous moments 
of learning, connection, exploration and sheer joy in experiencing something new on this earth.

Blessings on the journey,

Andrea Geiser 
IVEP U.S. and YAMEN! coordinator
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Andrea Geiser – IVEP U.S. and YAMEN! 
Coordinator (Based in Akron, PA)

Kathryn Deckert – IVEP Canada 
Coordinator (Based in Toronto, ON)

Natasha Tuininga – SOOP and 
Summerbridge Coordinator, Administrative 
Assistant (Based in Winnipeg, MB)

Wade Snowdon – SALT Coordinator 
(Based in Winnipeg, MB)

Shankar Rai – Summer Service 
Coordinator (Based in Akron, PA)

Chris Landes – Global Service Learning 
Director (Based in Akron, PA)

Helen Yocum – Global Service Learning 
Administrative Assistant (Based in  
Akron, PA)

Cath Woolner – Global Service Learning 
Administrative Assistant (Based in 
Kitchener, ON)

Katie Froese – Global Service Learning 
Administrative Assistant (on maternity 
leave)

MCC Global Service Learning Department Staff

global Service learning (gSl) Department’s purpose and mission is to develop and resource short-term,  
introductory service-learning opportunities within mCC, with the aim of facilitating increased understanding and 
relationships among communities worldwide. Current programs include: SAlt, IVEP, YAmEN! and Seed. gSl also 
resources Work and learn teams and learning tours, SOOP (Canada), Summerbridge and Summer Service.
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Madelinz Baldiviezo Arroyo (Bolivia)
Program Assistant, Thrive Community Support Circle
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

First Impression or Differences: My first impression of 
Winnipeg was when the snow started falling! That day 
I was at my job and I decided to go outside to let the 
snow fall on my face. I thought that the snow would be 
heavy and painful, but it wasn’t. Winnipeg is a beautiful 
city even in its long and brutal winter. That is one of 
the differences because back home we have a short 
winter and we only go down to 7 degrees. Talking about 
Canadian people, they are friendly. I could see God’s 
love through them, for example, my Bible study group. 
They know that in my culture we like hugs, so when I 
see them, they hug me, and I love it.

memorable or Funny Experience: I remember when I 
went to my retreat Camp Arnes. I walked on the lake 
using my snowshoes. At first, I was scared for the cracks 
on the ice because that was my first time. Also, I did 
another sport, skiing. Most of the time I was falling, and 
my supervisor Jennifer was telling me the techniques to 
continue. 

Faith Journey: Before I came to Winnipeg I was praying 
for the placement and for my host family. I am so 
grateful to God because he answered my prayers. During 
my time in Canada, I have been blessed in many areas 
of my life. First, in my character, God worked on me to 
be strong in whatever circumstances. Second, he gave me 
more love to share with people. Finally, He helped me to 
serve with love and be ready to work for any needs of 
people.

Career/Professional Development: I have two kinds of 
jobs, and they are very different. I work in the Resource 
Center with people that are struggling with drugs and 
alcohol. I prepare food for them, like bread and coffee, 
and while they are eating, I start talking to them and 
help them look for free clothing. I tell everyone to have 
a good day when they go to their houses. I have learnt 
a lot and I have opportunities to attend trainings. I use 
that knowledges in the daycare when creating activities 
for children.

New Perspectives: I feel I am capable to live in other 
culture. I learnt a lot of thing in Canada that I would 
like to do in my country. I like the way that people live 
at home, for example, they have flowers at home and 
take their shoes off when they walk inside the room. 

Future Plans: I have in mind many things to do when I 
go back to my country. First, I am going to get married 
in my country and then I am going to move to Chile. 
Second, I would like to share all that I learnt, like how 
to make moccasins, in my church. Also, I want to share 
how parents can dedicate time with the children doing 
some activities at home before they go to school.

Talento Bempo (Mozambique) 
Pre-K Teachers Assistant & Library Aide, 
Hinkletown Mennonite School
Hinkletown, Pennsylvania, USA

First Impression or Differences: I was super excited 
to be in U.S. for my first time. It was summer season, 
everything was green, and it was very beautiful. People 
are friendly and they like to welcome others from 
different places. The roads are organized and there is 
a name for every single street. In the U.S. they drive 
on the right side of the road while we drive on the left 
side. Time is very important, and everything is planned 
beforehand, even to visit your neighbor. During the first 
weekend with my host family we spent the whole day 
working outside and I expected to see people walking on 
the street or neighbors sitting outside but I did not. In 
my country I used to see people all the time walking on 
the street and most of them enjoy staying outside.

memorable or Funny Experience: I went to Ohio to visit 
my friend, both of us were newcomers in U.S. and we 
did not know anything about cold weather. We decided 
to ride bicycles and explore the city. Through the 
window we looked outside, and we saw the sun shining. 
We thought when the sun shining it means it’s hot, 
which was not true. We went outside without enough 
warm clothes then we realized that we need to take 
warm clothes. We took some light jackets, which was 
not even enough. We encouraged each other and decided 
to go. When we got there, we were cold, but we took off 
our gloves to be able to take some pictures. After some 
hours it was hard even to take pictures. We decided to 
go to find coffee or hot chocolate to get warm, but we 
did not find any place. The problem was we spent hours 
looking for coffee, but we did not find any. Finally, after 
a long time we decided to go home, which was about 20 
minutes riding from where we were. Riding 20 minutes 
felt like one hour because of the cold. Thank God we got 
home. My friend decided to make coffee and I decided to 
wash my hands with hot water, which is not the proper 
way, but I did not know. I was thinking maybe it’s a 
good solution, but it was awful. My friend laughed at 
the tears on my face but did the same thing I did. Then I 
saw him coming from the bathroom with a strange face. 
We spent more than 20 minutes with tears on our face 
and unable to speak because of the unbearable pain. I 
learnt to never wash cold hands with hot water; it hurts. 
I will never forget it.

Faith Journey: Being far away from my country, family 
and friends was hard to believe before I came to U.S. 
but when I seriously connected myself with God, I 
felt like I was in my country and everyone was my 
friend and family. With my host we had a small group 
of people for Bible study. I met different people with 
different experiences. Some of them worked overseas a 
long time ago and they know how life is when you are 
out your country. Their shared their experience with 
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me, encouraging and teaching me to trust God in every 
single situation of my life. Through their experience and 
fellowship my faith was strengthened, and I realized how 
God is mighty with his children and it doesn’t matter 
what kind of challenges we are facing.

Career/Professional Development: At my workplace I 
had the opportunity to work with different teachers with 
different experience. Motivation and encouragement are 
things that I found helpful for students when teaching. 
Through my presentation with all the classes I found 
the importance of planning the lesson on time because 
I knew what to say. I learnt how to teach different 
students according to their level: age and classes. I also 
found that relaxing is the key to an effective presentation 
or lesson. I realized the importance of using different 
techniques like real examples, poems and songs. When 
we talked about community helpers the teachers called 
in real doctors, nurses, firefighters, etc., to teach the 
students about their work and I found it interesting 
because it helps the students to know the reality. 

New Perspectives: This journey gave me a lot of 
experience. My self-confidence was increased. My 
English was improved, and I am able to express myself. 
It is very good to take time talking to different people 
and learn from their experiences. I was not peaceful 
before, but I realized that love and peace bring the 
presence of God among people.

Future Plans: Before came to U.S., I was doing my last 
year of college and I stopped because of this program, 
which I found helpful in my life. The first thing I would 
like to do is finish college, then apply for a job. I would 
like to share the experience that I gained as much as I 
can with family and youth from my church.

Maryna Bogomaz (Ukraine)
Support Worker, L’Arche Montreal
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

First Impression or Differences: My first impression 
of Canada and Montreal was very pleasant, and I felt 
myself to be at home.

memorable or Funny Experience: It was the largest number 
of people to have been in the same group as me, and 
each had several names. I have only one name and thus I 
felt a little bit uncomfortable because of all the other 
names to learn and remember. After I started to work at 
L’Arche, people called me many different names, and to 
this day some of them still cannot remember my name.

Faith Journey: Church in Canada is pretty different 
from my home church, even though it is the same 
denomination. But the church in Montreal where I have 
been going during this year seems to be one big family 
and services are so comfortable and cozy. Christmas time 
was unforgettable! 

Career/Professional Development: My workplace is 
wonderful! Before I came to L’Arche, I had never 
thought about places like that. I had never worked with 
handicapped people and I didn’t even know what to do 
with them. I used to be told what I should do at school, 
at home, and at university, but here most of the time 
people would tell me “do whatever you want,” so I 
needed to learn to be independent.

New Perspectives: Being friends with people from 
different countries and different backgrounds changed 
my views of myself, my country and others very much; I 
learned a lot from this year, and it changed me.

Future Plans: The future for me is not very clear, but I 
am definitely going to use all that I have learned here 
during this year.

Hilário Afonso Chivale (Mozambique) 
Assistant Teacher, Agora Ministries 
Columbus, Ohio, USA

First Impression or Differences: One of the very first 
impression I had when I first arrived at MCC Welcoming 
Place in Akron was green grass almost everywhere, 
which is totally the opposite of my country. I can assume 
that I spent my first orientation week without touching 
any sand. The time zone difference was such amazing 
experience for me, it was so confusing and senseless 
for me to have dinner around 6 p.m. with the sun still 
shining, and then you should hang out or play some 
games before going to bed, also different from home. I 
was also totally impressed with the mission that is going 
on in my placement, preaching and feeding the kids in 
need. 

memorable or Funny Experience: Water skiing for 
the first time during the staff retreat was such a fun 
experience. I have no idea how many times I fell, and 
still couldn’t do it correctly. Going kayaking, walking 
in a corn maze and ziplining during the first regional 
retreat in Goshen were all such amazing experiences for 
me. During Christmas time, I really enjoyed shopping 
on “Black Friday,” it was such a fun experience and 
incredible to see the such a crowd moving from one shop 
to another around 12 p.m. Seeing my first snow, cutting 
and decorating the Christmas tree with my host Dad 
from Indiana was awesome. Playing mini golf during 
mid-year conference was such a funny experience. 

Faith Journey: It’s true that difficulties arise just to let 
us become more faithful. I struggled for two months to 
get to a Mennonite church, but as soon I got there, I 
felt blessed. My placement has been such a blessing in 
relation to spiritual life. The Friday morning devotionals 
with all volunteers, Wednesday, Saturday kids church 
sermons and the Sunday and Tuesday community dinner 
Bible study have been the main references for my faith 
journey. Besides that, my personal meditations and 
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morning prayers have been such a great support for this 
year. I have seen God’s hand working through people 
who are willing to make my year wonderful. 

Career/Professional Development: It has been a huge 
blessing to work with the kids. I have learnt more about 
building solid relationships between both kids and their 
parents. I have learnt several teaching strategies, using 
different teaching aids, as is the example of Montessori 
method, which I am sure will be useful to my whole 
career, as I will be teaching English to non-native 
speakers. My classroom communication has improved 
considerably.

New Perspectives: As the proverb says, “Don’t judge the 
book by its cover,” I consider this year for me as a light 
coming after a long walk in darkness. After a year of 
interaction with people from almost all over the world, 
different cultures, I once again realized how powerful 
God is, because by Him we are all one. That year broke 
down all my stereotypes about people and cultures. 

Future Plans: The very first thing I will do is to apply 
for work. For my community church, I am going to 
implement all the experiences that I have learnt during 
this year, for church growth. After being deeply involved 
in early learning and becoming aware of how important 
early education is to the children, now I dream one day 
to open my own English early learning center in order to 
help people speak English like I do. I would deeply like 
to continue to be involved and serving with MCC from 
my country, building peace.

David Enrique Cortes Romero (Colombia)
IT Helpdesk, Hesston College
Hesston, Kansas, USA

First Impression or Differences: My first impression 
about the U.S. is that the people are always in a hurry. 
I’ve never seen people so worried about schedules and 
calendars as I’ve seen here. I’ll never stop thinking about 
that fact; it is something that sometimes makes me 
uncomfortable about being here. About the assignment, I 
haven’t worked in anything similar, so I cannot compare 
it to my home country, but I can say that I love Hesston 
College. It is full of wonderful people, employees and 
students as well; they are very understanding and 
respectful. My supervisor has been very kind and always 
asks about my family and country. In general, there is 
a very good work environment. The church that I’m 
attending is a nice place; it’s way bigger than my home 
church. The adults are as nice as the people in my home 
church. One of the biggest differences is that the youth 
group is not as welcoming as we are in my home church. 
It is a little bit hard for me to relate to them, but they 
are good guys. The other big difference is the worship 
time; in this church they sing hymns most of the time, 
pretty slow music in general, which is not bad, I like the 
hymns a lot, but with the passage of the time I started 

to miss more and more the fast and loud music we play 
in my home church. I usually stay at the church for a 
while after the service, talking to people or just hanging 
around, which is not possible here because the people 
always leave right away after service.

memorable or Funny Experience: One Saturday in 
December, I decided to go out jogging, so I woke up a 
little bit earlier than usual, put on a short sleeve shirt, 
shorts, a hat and kind of scarf. My plan was to jog for 
at least half an hour. I left home with tons of motivation 
and good music. Soon after I started to jog my hands 
started to get cold. I didn’t pay attention to that, and 
kept jogging, but after 10 or 15 minutes, my hands hurt 
a lot, so I stopped half way, and went back home while 
trying to keep my hands warm. It was painful walking 
all the way back. I stopped by a cafe to drink hot coffee 
and eat a cookie, before continuing on my way. My 
hosts laughed at me when I told them I was trying to 
survive while sitting next to the fireplace (really close). 
I’ll never do that again. 

Faith Journey: As I go through my journey, I’ve heard 
life testimonies, stories that amazed me, and make 
my faith stronger. I’ve seen how God takes care of me 
every day and every moment, since the beginning of the 
process to be chosen as an IVEPer, going through the 
paperwork and visa interview, during the flights and 
getting such a wonderful host family. God has helped 
me to keep a good attitude and not be homesick but full 
of motivation to work harder when I go back and help 
people to realize how wonderful God is. But even though 
everything has been good, the hardest moment I’ve been 
through is seeing how everything is going bad with our 
new president, seeing every day through Facebook, 
how the government is committing power abuse with 
the whole Colombian population, raising taxes, also 
the insecurity, violence and dead is increasing day by 
day; that makes me so sad that I’ve even cried, and it 
makes me afraid of going back, because it is like being a 
foreigner having to settle back into reality.

Career/Professional Development: I’ve learned 
some things about servers administration and some 
programming stuff that I never learned while I 
was studying. Since I haven’t had very strict work 
in Colombia, I’ve learned a little bit of how to be 
responsible at work, and how it feels to have a boss who 
has expectations of me. 

New Perspectives: I always saw myself as a very 
responsible person, but I realized that here the people 
are always working hard during job time and even in 
their free time they are looking for something to do; 
they don’t take too much time to just do nothing. I think 
that’s good to a certain point, as far as you don’t abuse 
yourself always working without taking some time for 
yourself, your family and friends. Also, they always plan 
ahead of time (too much ahead of time), that works 
perfectly for them, but for me is a headache. I cannot get 
used to this and honestly, I’m glad we don’t have to do 
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that in Colombia. We are spontaneous, the things just 
happen. (ex. on Saturdays I leave home at 11:30 a.m., 
and the plan is to go to church and be back by 8:30-ish, 
but I can easily change my plan to be back on Sunday 
afternoon or night without any problem. I just go to a 
friend’s house and without asking I already know I’m 
more than welcome to stay during that night). Since I’m 
in a safe place such as Hesston, I would love that the 
people in Colombia were like this, respectful without 
wanting to take advantage of each other. I’ve realized we 
are far away in matter of culture and quality of life; our 
living expenses are not fair compared to other countries.

Future Plans: Being surrounded by young students 
encourages me to work hard when I continue my studies 
next year. I’m thinking about getting a scholarship in my 
university, which would help me to save a lot of money. I 
have to do assignments in one of the courses I’m taking. 
I get good grades (better than most of the grades I got 
in my university), but I have noticed that if the grade is 
not good enough to get a scholarship, I got disappointed, 
so I try to work harder. I will also study Japanese and 
Korean right after my year ends to make my dream of 
going to those countries true. It is also in my plans to 
study a course on teaching Spanish as a second language; 
you never know when that could be needed or where it 
may take you.

Sharon Misha Mayuri Dass (India)
Social/Recreational Activity Aide, 
Leamington Mennonite Home 
Leamington, Ontario, Canada

First Impression or Differences: When we reached MCC 
Welcoming Place in Akron for the orientation it was 
already 8.30 p.m. and it was not at all dark; however, in 
India, it gets dark by at least 6.30 in the evening. When 
I reached Canada, it was summer season for them but 
for me it was already early winter as the temperature in 
summer here is exactly the same as winter there, so I said 
to myself, “Welcome to Canada (different world and 
culture), Sharon!”

memorable or Funny Experience: There are many 
memorable things I have done with my host family and 
friends, but I guess the most fun ones are when I went to 
a haunted house with my host mom Alicia and host dad 
Billy as a Halloween family tradition. I was horrified, 
but it was amazing. The second thing was when I went 
to watch a hockey game with my friend Cathrin and her 
family; it was so much fun. The last I want to share is 
during Christmas time with my host family I enjoyed it a 
lot and can say it was one of the best Christmas’ ever.

Faith Journey: Every day I am coming closer to God. 
When I was about to start my IVEP year I was very 
scared that I would be all alone, so I prayed, and I got 
my answer with a verse in Joshua 1:5, which says, “No 
one will be able to stand against you all the days of 

your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; 
I will never leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and 
courageous.” However, with all ups and downs during 
my journey here my new insights are now if I hear the 
voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who 
will go for us?” I will say, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Career/Professional Development: I learned a lot working 
with the elderly. I learned to be patient, to see positive in 
every little thing, to be assertive but still be a down-to-
earth person. 

New Perspectives: Everything was different from my 
country, including the weather, but the thing that I felt 
worst about was the difference in the church service 
because of language and the way of doing worship. I felt 
like it was hard to connect with God but later I realized 
it doesn’t matter how people here serve the Lord, 
what matters is that we all believe and serve the Lord, 
whichever country we are in we are brothers and sister 
in Christ, we are the same!

Future Plans: I will continue my job as an Audiologist 
and Speech Pathologist, and I want to do more certificate 
courses related to my field. One of the important things 
I want to do is continue to be part of MWC and serve 
with MCC in all the ways I possibly can! 

Sophiya Dulal (Nepal)
Refugee Employment Services Coordinator, 
Della Lamb Community Service
Kansas City, Missouri, USA

First Impression or Differences: First of all, Nepal to 
USA was a 24-hour flight. I still remember how jet 
lagged I was. My mind and body were not working 
properly. It took me quite a while to adjust. But the 
good thing was I was not the only one who was feeling 
that way. My first impression when I came to the United 
States was where are all the people? Why it is so quiet? 
I come from the country that is always busy. You see 
lots of people walking and socializing. The silence was 
a little bit weird. My work placement was in Kansas 
City, Missouri. I remember when I first came to Kansas 
City it was raining heavily and the day after that it was 
deadly hot. Nepal is the land of Mount Everest, where 
you can see lots of mountains and greenery and Kansas 
City is completely opposite. Kansas City is so flat. 
You can’t even see any hills. But for some reason the 
sky seems little bit closer, but the sad part is you can’t 
even see the stars because of the city lights. But I can’t 
deny the fact that it has its own beauty and specialty. 
Another difference was car steering and first seat. This 
thing confused me so much. In my country the steering 
is on the right side and first seat is on the left, but in the 
States it’s the opposite. When I had to go somewhere 
with my host I used to go straight up to the steering 
side and my host used to tell me, “Hey Sophiya, are you 
driving today?” And I’ll be like ughh, my bad. Nepal is a 
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developing country and the United States is a developed 
country. Because of that I see lots of differences in 
infrastructure. I used to get amazed by it and wish to 
see my country at that level. Before coming to United 
States, I make up my mind not to have any expectations. 
I wanted to see the reality with open eyes without any 
expectations. However, I got exposed to the reality, 
which was so different yet so amazing. 

memorable or Funny Experience: I work at a refugee 
resettlement organization. I have lots of memorable 
moments. But if I look back there is one moment with 
my coworkers that stands out the most. On my first 
day of work I was very nervous and anxious because 
everything was new to me. I did not know how my work 
place would look or what my coworkers would be like. 
Thankfully I had great work place and coworkers. My 
coworkers are the best. They know that I come from a 
different country and this is a new experience for me. 
Throughout the year they took care of me. They always 
made sure that I was not sick. They used to treat me 
with food that is similar to my country, so that I don’t 
miss my family. They always helped me when I was 
having trouble in work and in general. They used to tell 
me that I’m not alone here, and that they are my family; 
that word was very comforting to me. And the funny 
experience, one day I was working in my office when 
a refugee came to my office and told me that her son 
wants to marry me. She said she would give 100 cows 
to my parents and ask that I get married to her son. I 
told I wanted neither of them. My boss was listening to 
the whole conversation and gaging at the corner. Finally, 
she left the office but whenever she comes back, she is 
always talking like I’m her daughter and starts talking 
about her son. That moment was funny and nerve-
wracking.

Faith Journey: During this IVEP year, I saw God working 
through people. He gives answers to the questions we 
have. I get to experience the blessings he has showered 
into my life. It would be a lie if I tell you my faith journey 
was always at its best with God. There was a time when 
I felt distant with God. There was a hard time when I 
felt tired and broken but there is nothing that our Almighty 
God cannot fix. Because of all the hard times, good times 
and prayer, my faith has grown stronger than ever. 

Career/Professional Development: I recently finished my 
bachelor’s in social work. I worked with refugee in the 
States. This opportunity gave me lots of skills, ideas and 
knowledge about what it takes to resettle refugees. I 
learned to do government work and I got to encounter 
some disagreement and conflict. Part of me wants 
to continue my studies and get a master’s in conflict 
management. I definitely do not want to lock these skills 
in the closet. I will find a way to explore it and use that 
knowledge for the best.

New Perspectives: I never thought that I would be 
talking about this topic, which is politics. When I was in 
Nepal, I was never into politics because it is really messy. 

However, after coming here and living with a host family 
my perspective has changed a little bit. It is impressive 
how my hosts keep up with the news and knows what is 
happening to the world. Because of them, I realize that 
it is important to know about politics because it affects 
you and everyone around you. I am motivated to bring 
myself one step closer to being less ignorant.

Future Plans: This year was the most amazing year of my 
life: I made friends from 29 countries; I made my story 
heard and was inspired by amazing stories; I got a chance 
to be closer to God. I have no idea where life will take me, 
but I am planning to do the YAMEN program next year. I 
want to learn more about different cultures and spread 
God’s Gospel all around the world. I am trying to find 
God’s will rather than my own will in my life.

Raul Felix Esteves Pereira (Brazil)
IT Support Worker, MCC British Columbia
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada

First Impression or Differences: As soon as I arrived, 
I could see the happiness and the welcome of my 
host with me; they were all calm and patient with the 
difficulty I had with the language in the beginning.

memorable or Funny Experience: My hosts are very fond 
of cooking, so I am having the privilege of going to 
several different cooking classes and I have been learning 
a lot about the local flavors and customs.

Faith Journey: This “alone” time here has made me 
reflect a lot on who I am and what my mission is here 
on earth, and I have been praying every day for God to 
make me a better man and show me what he wants from 
me.

Career/Professional Development: Here in my work I 
have been doing what I studied in my country and I had 
already worked, but I am learning a lot of new functions 
and how to further improve my profession.

New Perspectives: I learned a lot of tolerance with other 
cultures, different ways to worship to the same God, and 
I learned to respect more all cultures and nations.

Future Plans: My plan is to return to Brazil and continue 
to carry out my work.

Jeniffer Kabugho (Uganda)
Management Support Staff, Christian Benefit Thrift Shop
St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada

First impression or Differences: I keep wondering how 
my whole community back home will converge to 
listen to my stories; I thank MCC for organizing such 
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programs. Will I have lived my whole life without seeing 
snow and what winter is like? Ooooohhh, how I enjoyed 
cross country skiing at Silver Lake Mennonite Camp, 
though I could not help falling down several times, but 
it was fun. Back home I had never been served soup by 
itself so kept asking my heart whether I will get satisfied 
with just soup in a small bowl. And imagine taking 
supper at 5 p.m. when I was used of taking supper at 8 
p.m., but all went well. I love soup, especially mushroom 
soup and carrot soup; but I totally failed to ever take 
salad. Big ups to Tim Hortons and Burger King; I have 
always enjoyed their service.          

Faith Journey: Working in a Christian community has 
made my faith grow strong. I thank the general manager 
at Christian Benefit Thrift Shop (CBTS) for sharing Bible 
verses related to our daily lives whenever we meet for 
our morning devotions. The Gospel music they played 
gives me joy and I feel God speaking to me through the 
music. At least here in Canada my schedule has not been 
so tight like back home and I have had time to read my 
Bible and reflect much about my relationship with God. 
I thank Gratham MB church for welcoming me and 
allowing me to join the church choir. I loved being part 
of their fellowship and their services really inspired and 
blessed me. 

Career/Professional Development: Working in a thrift 
shop I have learnt to be a good time manager and intern 
putting goods on sale in mind with the season. From 
the management staff at CBTS I have learnt well what 
it means to be a manager or a leader; you need to be 
an example and a servant as well, not being a master 
always even if you are on top of the hierarchy of the 
organization, and also putting God first.

New Perspectives: When you see me, you may describe 
me as a quiet/shy person, but I am not. I tend to talk 
less and listen more, and I talk when necessary. So many 
people I have been interacting with during my IVEP year 
have ended up changing their first description of me and 
again they might not be right or wrong with this. I will 
refer to the ‘single story.’ The reason people changed 
the way they describe me is because of the general 
manager at CBTS who has always given me a chance 
to tell all the workers about my experience during our 
morning meetings. This has acted as a tool to improve 
my communication skills. The view of a single story 
about going to other countries has now died because I 
have more to tell and I will try my level best to explain 
to my people back home about what they think of other 
cultures. Giving IVEPers the book “Foreign to Familiar” 
was the best idea our coordinators have thought of 
because it answers most questions that may arise. Thank 
you.

Future Plans: I have a plan of writing proposals and later 
starting a school to help orphans and vulnerable children 
in my village. I want to support in ways that uplift girls’ 
education, which is lagging behind; our young girls are 
becoming victims of HIV/AIDS and early marriages and 

finally drop out of school just because of lack of hygiene 
kits when they get their periods. Men come in the name 
of providing them sanitary pads and underwear but in 
turn request for a repayment that leads to impregnating 
them and also infecting them with AIDS. Access to clean 
water is still a big challenge in some areas where I come 
from. It’s my prayer that God should use me to help my 
community. I still need to go for further studies so keep 
praying for us. I would love that our relationship with 
MCC should not just end after our IVEP year, but rather 
be a starting point for other opportunities. I am ready 
and humbled. I love what MCC is doing. Thank you so 
much. God bless all the IVEPers and thank God for his 
protection.

Suyeon Kang (Republic of Korea (South))
Kindred Credit Union Centre for Peace Advancement, 
Conrad Grebel University College
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 

First Impression or Differences: I was overwhelmed 
doing another orientation in my assignment, but the 
nature made me so happy. Driving to the home, all the 
trees, sky, and clouds were amazingly beautiful. Feeling 
the sunshine and blowing wind, I thought I won’t forget 
this moment. It was summer, but I felt chilly and so dry. 
Yes, Canada is colder and drier than Korea. In winter, I 
realized the cold and snow I’ve experienced in Korea was 
nothing.  

memorable or Funny Experience: Thankfully I got an 
opportunity to attend the MCC UN Office Student 
Seminar; this year seminar’s topic was peacebuilding on 
the Korean peninsula. More surprisingly, I was able to 
meet the North Korean ambassador who stopped by 
the student seminar. It was my first time to interact with 
a North Korean. I was so nervous that I couldn’t talk 
with him. Instead, I talked more with his secretary. His 
secretary said he hoped I could visit Pyeongyang (the 
capital of North Korea). Even though it’s impossible 
now, who knows? Peace will come!

Faith Journey: During my year, I was able to see God’s 
faithfulness regardless of country, race, gender, age. 
Attending a Mennonite church, I was impressed by how 
church highlights the action of the faith. The church I 
attend in Canada has many events and workshops to 
support the local community, mission work and refugees. 
Also, seeing baptisms always moved me. Each person’s 
story was really powerful. Our God is amazing; he 
works everywhere. It was a challenge for me to make 
a relationship with the church community. I realized 
church community is more individual than my home 
church. As a newcomer, I felt lonely and unwelcomed 
many times in young adults group. Since I was a 
newcomer leader in my home church, I missed my home 
church’s hospitality. When I felt lonely and depressed, 
God was always with me and talked to me through 
many ways. The Bible says, “Love your neighbors and 
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help them as doing for the Lord.” Becoming a wanderer 
and foreigner, I was able to better understand the Bible’s 
meaning. 

Career/Professional Development: Hosting folks and 
doing a variety of tasks were always interesting. My 
community-building skills were enhanced, and I’ve 
learned communication skills managing social media 
platforms (i.e. twitter, website, e-newsletter) and using 
MS Outlook. I enjoyed assisting the gallery exhibits and 
giving tours to people. These skills will help me to work 
proactively and creatively.

New Perspectives: I realized my view was narrow and 
it’s not a whole, just one of many pieces among the 
world. This experience broadened my view as a global 
citizen and Christian who pursues peace. Now I’m 
more interested in global news and praying for peace in 
other countries as well as my country because we are all 
neighbors and friends like my wonderful IVEPer friends! 
Through the cross-cultural experience, I was able to see 
Canada, Korea and myself more objectively. I realized 
every country coexists in the light and darkness and 
wealth doesn’t mean sufficiency. Every country has their 
own special culture. I found it makes the world more 
beautiful. Now I’m proud of my country, which still 
makes me frustrated on some points, but has a 5,000-
year history, good community tradition and has gotten 
over many difficulties.

Future Plans: I’d like to work related to peacebuilding 
and work globally. I’m thinking about participation 
the NARPI (Northeast Asia Regional Peacebuilding 
Institute) Summer Peacebuilding Training in August in 
Nanjing, China. My passion lets me go anywhere. LOL 
Also, I want to help people who have struggled with 
discrimination in South Korea.  

Esther Kritee Khanal (Nepal)
Children’s Program Coordinator, 
Indigenous Family Centre 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

First Impression or Differences: Cold. The first day in 
Winnipeg was cold and it got colder and colder every 
day. Even the conversation starter for people here goes 
between, “It’s not too cold out there, eh?” to “It’s cold 
today!” 

memorable or Funny Experience: Ana (IVEPer from 
Brazil) and I saw a cool video where you make a face 
portrait by sticking your head into snow and decided to 
try it ourselves. So, we stuck our face in a pile of snow, 
at a temperature of -38C, for 30 seconds. The result was, 
we are screaming for 10 minutes, regretting for a week 
and laughing about it for the rest of our lives. 

Faith Journey: Being away from familiar and comforts 
has definitely brought me closer to God. It has been 

easier on me because the church I attend here is very 
similar to my home church. The four other IVEPers 
here in Winnipeg and I attend Bible study at the church, 
where we have made many friends. It is nice when you’re 
not alone but have people that understand you to walk 
together in your journey. 

Career/Professional Development: I have gained many 
skills working at the Indigenous Family Centre, such as 
traditional beading, crafting and sewing. I am also better 
at being able to talk and interact with people than I used 
to be. I have become more confident. Every day at work 
is different and I have learned to accept these challenges, 
using it as an opportunity to discover myself.

New Perspectives: In the beginning it was very hard for 
me to accept the indigenous culture just because I was 
taught things differently. But being and working with 
the indigenous people every day has made me more 
accepting. There isn’t a right or a wrong way to worship 
God. I have learned to stop comparing, whether it is the 
indigenous culture that was different to me, or myself 
and my country. 

Future Plans: When I get back, I want to be where I get 
to be with people and help them, be able to serve them. 
How? I am not sure yet, but I hope I’ll be able to figure 
something out.

JuYeong Lee (Republic of Korea (South)) 
Teachers Assistant, Mennonite Educational Institute 
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada 

First Impression or Differences: I am thinking, regarding 
individuals is very important. Community also can help 
maintain health. But when I don’t know the culture, 
I am embarrassed because I feel I won’t receive a 
friendly welcome. I know this culture takes some time 
and distance to realize each other. This culture has 
more regard for individuals. So now I feel respected 
and I know sometimes we need a safe distance from 
each other. And once we trust each other, we can open 
everything. That is the same culture all around world.

memorable or Funny Experience: Okay, I have to tell you 
my legend story. When I am working at my elementary 
school, there is one, just one, old laminator. The first 
day of class was so busy with laminating the teachers’ 
resources. That job is very important, and all teachers 
expressed to me their appreciation for my help. But then 
the accident happened! My old friend “Lami” broke. So, 
I really wanted to rescue my Lami. I took apart all the 
tiny parts of the laminator and I think, “Oh, I did it! My 
operation was successful.” I was really proud of myself. 
But my laminator passed away two days later. So, my 
school had a hard time, but I was not fired and next 
year we get a fancy new laminator. And the high school 
will also get the same laminator at the same time, ha-ha. 
I want to say our next new IVEPers: When you have 
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funny troubles, don’t be afraid and take a deep breath. 
Pray and go share with your coordinator, supervisor, 
host family, and friends. Accidents can happen, so, don’t 
be afraid. You will be okay. They are with you and will 
make you safe. And don’t forget you’re an IVEPer.

Faith Journey: I know God is listening to all my small 
things. God has the plan, so I am here. I know now, God 
gives me the best of best things. I don’t doubt and just 
trust him. God let me know how much he loves me. I 
can cry and I can smile. God loves me. Now I know that 
more clearly. 

Career/Professional Development: The main thing 
I’ve learned working here during my one year is 
responsibility. Responsibility is giving up all things 
except the one that is most precious to me. Sometimes 
B.C. is very foggy when I’m supervising my MEI 
students. They disappear in the fog, so I am scared and 
I run to them. Finding them and knowing they’re safe is 
most important. During those times I feel responsibility. 

New Perspectives: I used to think, “I am a person,” but 
now “I am the person.” I know who I am now more 
clearly. When I got to MCC B.C. the first day, an MCC 
person talked to us, and said, “You know what? The 
secret is: IVEPers change our lives and we also change 
your lives.” That secret gives me power when I am 
weak and doubt myself. So, I want to say that if you 
sometimes doubt yourself, remember who you are, who 
we are and how much God loves you. Bless you. 

Future Plans: Now I share my stories by text or sms; 
when I go back home I will share my stories with 
my church and my friends. To share the story is very 
important. And I’ll remember I am an IVEPer (once an 
IVEPer, always an IVEPer, ha-ha). I am really interested 
in trauma and how to make peace in our lives. I desire to 
study more. I want to walk the way in which God leads 
me. We are light. So, the light must to go into the dark. 
This is my faith. I really look forward to my next step.  

Mponeng Esther Lekhalanyane (Lesotho)
Group Host & Guide, Winnipeg Harvest
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

First Impression or Differences: My assignment exposed 
me to a lot of experiences. Comparing my home country 
with Canada there is such a huge difference in culture, 
food and the lifestyle. I found people in Canada more 
individualised, but what inspired me is seeing how much 
people in this country are willing to work together 
in bringing change into other people’s lives through 
volunteering and donation. That’s the highlight I got…
it’s normally what we don’t always practice back home.

memorable or Funny Experiences: I got lost more than 
one time or three during my first week in Winnipeg. I 
was so scared of the bussing system, big streets and busy 

roads. I remember getting lost during my first day at 
work; I spent the whole 30 minutes going up and down 
McPhilips Street looking for my work place only to find 
out that it was right behind me. Sometimes I would 
sleep in the bus because of comfort and I would miss 
my stop. Greetings are a norm in my culture, so I would 
greet everyone every time I entered the bus during my 
first weeks in Winnipeg, and they would just look very 
astonished instead of responding. Using a fork and knife 
gave me a tough time, chasing garden peas on your plate 
with a fork was kind of an experience!!!!

Faith Journey: There were times when I felt like my 
connection with God was broken, being in a different 
church and place was a bit confusing in the first place 
but talking and being open is the most helpful thing one 
can do during hard times. I talked to people to help me 
regain my faith. It was not easy, but it did help. I learned 
that it is not about where you are or who you are with, 
God is everywhere.

New Perspectives: I have always underestimated myself 
but coming to Canada gave me a very positive view 
of myself. The people I met who became more than a 
family, friends, brothers and sisters played an important 
role in my life; they made me realise how worthy I am, 
my abilities. I also gained a chance of knowing that it’s 
not always about me but putting other people first is 
very important and considering them as well. The cross-
cultural experience made me realise that people may 
differ in culture and everything but there is always one 
thing that makes us one and that is LOVE!!!

Future Plans: My future plans include getting a job and 
working hard to make a difference in other people’s 
lives. This can be achieved through my help and others. 
My Christian journey does not end after my IVEP term 
but will continue. It is my wish to make a difference in 
my community church and contributing more in helping 
young adults to be able to make their own means of 
living through agriculture or small businesses. It is also 
my wish to continue raising awareness about the HIV/
AIDS pandemic throughout the communities and teenage 
pregnancy, which are the chief problems in Lesotho 
and affecting the socio-economic well-being of every 
individual.

EnLiang Lin (China)
Activity/Life Enrichment/Pastoral Care Intern, 
Garden Spot Village
New Holland, Pennsylvania, USA

First Impression or Differences: The sky is very blue 
compared to my hometown. The temperature was not 
very high in summer time, but it is easy to get dark 
skin when exposed to the sun. The veggie salad drove 
me crazy at first, however, it turns out that the Ranch 
dressing is the thing that I really hate. People here have 
no idea how many different kinds of chess games we 
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have in China. Similarly, most Chinese people would not 
be interested in learning how many different kinds of 
salad dressings there are in America. By the way, each of 
them has a unique and unrelated name. 

memorable or Funny Experience: Both my supervisors 
and host family thought I must miss Chinese food very 
much. So, they both took me to a Chinese restaurant for 
celebrating my birthday. One for lunch, one for dinner. 
I appreciated it. And it reminded me when I was little, I 
always wanted to get fast food at KFC to celebrate my 
birthday. 

Faith Journey: I have a lot of family devotion time 
here, which I really appreciate and am glad to have. It 
encourages me to build the spiritual atmosphere in my 
own family in the future. And I found using an English 
Bible helps me notice some words or plots of stories 
that I usually ignored when looking through the Chinese 
Bible. I think there is also some problems I have, that I 
am always afraid of making mistakes whenever sharing 
or praying in English. So, most of the time I would just 
keep quiet, and listen to others’ opinions. 

Career/Professional Development: English language. It 
enables me to search good theology-related information 
or study materials in English, rather than waiting for 
quantity-limited Chinese versions. And I learned a lot 
about how organizations like MCC, nursing homes, 
and churches work, including principal things and 
subordinate things. 

New Perspectives: Myself: I feel more comfortable 
communicating with strangers or foreigners; Others: They 
are mostly easy to communicate with; Home country: We 
do have a lot of people, varieties of people’s thoughts and 
big changes for people in different generations.

Future Plans: Become an intern pastor in my hometown 
church.

NoucheeLor Lorbliayao (Laos)
Assistant IT, Central Christian School
Kidron, Ohio, USA

First Impression or Differences: My first impression in 
my workplace is that they have chapel every Monday 
through Friday for about 20 or 30 minutes, with Friday 
being a special day of singing and music. Monday to 
Thursday a pastor or someone comes to share about 
service experiences or share the Jesus Christ story to 
everyone at Central Christian School.

memorable or Funny Experience: In my host family we 
like to play the game Boggle, which is a word game. 
There are 14 dice with letters on them that sit in a frame. 
You shake up the letters and then everyone has 3 minutes 
to look for as many words as possible. The letters have 
to touch, and you can go side to side or diagonal. Each 

person makes a list on paper until the timer is up. We 
then take turns reading our lists to each other. If you 
have a unique word no one else has, then you get one 
point. You can play as many rounds as you want. 

Faith Journey: My faith increases every day. I always 
believe and hope and trust in Jesus Christ. I saw the 
glory of God working every day. I know Jesus Christ 
loves me so much and nobody loves me like Jesus. When 
I have a problem that I share with anyone, I talk with 
Jesus Christ, and he helps me and answers me by keeping 
my mind alive, fun and forgetting all the problems. 

Career/Professional Development: I am very proud of 
myself, because I have opportunities to learn many new 
things and get new experiences at Central Christian 
School. I learned design and making cards, I learned 
how to teach children and a special thing is my English 
because have had the chance to learn English with the 
teachers at Central Christian School. 

New Perspectives: I feel I have a more positive ideal of 
myself, more than before I came here. I have learned 
about culture, food, lifestyles, beliefs in Jesus Christ and 
Mennonites. I like the civilization of the United States, 
and the weather too. But I prefer two things most: that 
all the children in the U.S. have the opportunity to go to 
school, and the importance of human rights in the U.S. 
Compared to Laos, the United States is very different in 
matters of education, civilization, human rights, lifestyle, 
the integrity of the law. But I thought, I can use my 
experience right now to go back to develop my family, 
youth and the children in Laos.

Future Plans: I have many plans, when I go back to 
Laos. The first, I need to share about my experience as 
an IVEPer to my family, my friends and the people in my 
church. Second, I will find a job and save some money. 
Third, I will continue my Bachelor of Computer Science at 
International University of Laos. After I finish my degree, 
I will come back to visit my host family in the United 
States. Then I need to go back to Laos to find a job in 
development. I want to be a good personnel developer.

Lontfobeko Lindokuhle Manana (Swaziland)
Pastoral Assistant, Foothills Mennonite Church
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

First Impression or Differences: I admired the 
infrastructure; it’s well-developed and planned as 
opposed to where I’m from. However, I was surprised 
at the way people are not used to talking to strangers 
here. Most of the time people don’t even know or talk to 
those living next door to them. Where I come from, our 
community has a very close connection especially with 
those living next door. 

memorable or Funny Experience: The first time I saw 
snow. I woke up around 6 in the morning and it was 
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all white outside. Everything looked so beautiful and 
pure, the ground untouched and very still, like a touch 
of heaven. Then I saw a bunny crossing the yard. I just 
stood there for a moment mesmerized by the beauty of 
nature, and the stillness of the morning.

Faith Journey: There has been a lot of learning, changing 
and transformation. I spent most of my time alone and 
in those spaces of loneliness I had time to reflect and 
find a way to acknowledge that God is so present; he 
is so near me and that really opened and improved the 
way I communicate with him. In short, I see growth in 
my faith life and especially my dependency on God and 
myself. My new insight would be, “God has a special 
connection with us and when you find that special vibe 
with God, one that is unique to the two of you, you’ll 
be amazed at what you have been missing all along. 
God reaches out to us in a language he knows we can 
understand, and we see this only if we are conscious of 
his presence and ready to pay attention.”

Career/Professional Development: My work experience 
here grew me more in my faith more than anything 
else. I have also had opportunities to listen to stories of 
people from different faiths such as Islam. I have learnt 
to look at people from one perspective, which is beloved 
children of God and the more I see people like that, the 
more I appreciate their differences and respect them for 
who they are. In essence, I learnt to be more accepting 
and tolerant. I think I am convinced more than before as 
to why I want to serve people and work for peace.

New Perspectives: I have realized how dependable I am, 
especially because sometimes I had to rely on my own 
strength in order to survive and not burn out. I respect 
and value connections I made through this program, 
especially with the Foothills Mennonite Church 
community, hosts, friendships with other IVEPers, 
especially Neokananelo Tau and Mponeng Lekhalanyane 
who have been my support system and my go to sisters 
every time. I also learnt to value more the support from 
family, friends and my community back home and 
realized that I have been taking for granted their support 
because I had never been away from them. Being away 
reminded me of how rich these connections are and how 
much they have contributed to my life without me even 
realizing, let alone acknowledging, the role they play.

Future Plans: I leave that to God. Whatever he has for 
me next, I know it will blow up my mind. I am ready to 
do whatever he will lead my heart to do and one thing is 
guaranteed, I’ll pour my heart, strength and soul into it. 

Sumanta Mandi (India)
Thrift Shop Assistant, Community Gift & Thrift
Lanigan, Saskatchewan, Canada

First Impression or Differences: My first impression was 
awesome when I first arrived in Canada. I was amazed 

with all the beautiful houses and roads that I used to see 
in pictures. There is a big difference in everything that I 
used to see and the actual experience. North American 
communities and society is a lovely and polite culture 
and is well organized. There are lovely polite, kind and 
helpful people everywhere. The way people greet and 
communicate with each other impressed me. It seems 
so lovely the way people value each other in every 
communication and conversation. I started to experience 
what peace or a peaceful country means. I started to 
experience how much love Canada has for neighboring 
countries. 

memorable or Funny Experience: When I arrived in 
Canada, for first two months I had many funny incidents 
with roadside or traffic rules. In my country your left 
side is right, and here in Canada your right side is right 
and left is wrong. So, whenever I walk on any sidewalk 
if anybody is coming from the other direction, I take my 
(Indian) right side (meaning left side) and then that person 
also takes their right side and then suddenly I am face to 
face with the other person. I think, what’s wrong?! Then 
I realize that it is North America. I always say sorry and 
cross over and walk away... it still happens sometimes. 

Faith Journey: Through this IVEP year my faith journey 
has been through a lot of transformation. I became more 
aware of my weakness and I started to know myself in a 
different way than I ever thought existed. I took a deeper 
route to my own perception, to my base of thinking, to 
my spirituality and to myself in every point. And I came 
across things that I never encountered before. At some 
point it makes me sad realizing those things. But looking 
at the bigger picture now I am way clearer about life, 
belief, goals, and perspectives. Mostly one thing that I 
am confidently realizing is that my base of thinking has 
been developed and cleared in every point. Now I can 
think about a thing in a better way and bigger way that 
I used to. I got the clear source of the Creator (God) and 
Creation (the world). I overcame all the conflicts and 
stereotypes about diversity of the world. And I reached 
out to the point of relationship of Creator and Creation 
beyond the diversity of the world. That great thing I got 
through my faith journey in this IVEP year. 

Career/Professional Development: Through this 
experience of IVEP, I learnt the tones of new things. In 
my assignment at Community Gift & Thrift, I worked 
mostly with the manager and I learnt a lot from her: 
how management works, how to interact and make nice 
communications with volunteers to keep a workplace 
running. I also worked with many volunteers. I learnt 
how to volunteer happily for a big and great purpose. 
I learnt how to make and organize everything nicer. I 
learnt the creative ways of fund-raising events. All these 
experiences will help me to work and serve better in the 
future at my professional place and volunteer life. 

New Perspectives: I am much less judgmental and have 
more courage to understand and to observe things. 
Through this year in IVEP, when I overcame all my 
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conflicts and saw beyond all stereotypes, I found my 
new perspective. A seed of Christ’s love, peace and 
compassion has been planted in me; I can realize that 
great work God has accomplished in me. Now I want 
to grow that seed in me so that I can share the fruit of 
God’s love and compassion to the people around me, 
where ever I find myself in the future. 

Future Plans: I am eager to finish my education and start 
my professional journey in life. I am pretty sure all the 
experiences that I gained here in IVEP will play a role in 
my profession that I want to do. I will get there in time 
… I believe.

Ana Luisa Michelon (Brazil)
Sales Associate, Kildonan MCC Thrift Shop
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

First Impression or Differences: The first huge difference 
for me about living here is my host family. I live 
with eight other people, which was very hard in the 
beginning, since I was used to living with just my family 
and suddenly, I had all these people I’d never met just 
running around the house. But with time I learned to 
appreciate it. The other thing that I need to mention is 
the weather. Winnipeg’s weather is something I never 
thought I would experience and now, after this year I 
even consider -10ºC a nice temperature. 

memorable or Funny Experience: Once the other IVEPers 
in Manitoba (Esther Kritee, Madelinz, Josep, Morni 
and Mponeng) and I were having a crazy week, where 
we had activities every day after work and over the 
weekend, and one of those activities was doing a folk-
dance class. That was so unexpectedly funny! There was 
a group of old people with us and they were so energic, 
dancing nonstop, while me and the other IVEPers were 
sweaty and tired. 

Faith Journey: My faith went through a hard time here, 
especially getting adjusted to a new church, but I can say 
that I learnt how to manage things and during this time 
I was able to see God in very small things and realize in 
how many different ways He was taking care of me. 

New Perspectives: IVEP was my first experience 
living far from home. I feel like it’s a year that divides 
my childhood and my adulthood. I feel ready to do 
something deeper that I don’t think I was ready for 
before. It gave me a new perspective of how I feel about 
things, and to lead with my feelings, and it made me 
realize I’m more capable than I thought.

Future Plans: My plans involve going to University, 
finding a job, basically build my life, but also plans that 
for now are between me and God and that involves a lot 
of praying and hope. 

Carol Miranda (Honduras)
Spanish Teacher Assistant, Lancaster Mennonite School
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA

First Impression or Differences: It was so nice the first 
week we stayed in Akron. We were all together and 
everything was fun, but suddenly we needed to go with 
our hosts and it was so sad and nervous because we 
didn’t know what was waiting for us. A difference was 
the weather. I was almost dying when winter came, 
ha-ha. We only have summer back in Honduras, but I 
have learned to enjoy each season. I fell in love with fall; 
that was my favorite one.

memorable or Funny Experience: Going on a ride in a 
horse and buggy during the trip in Virginia was more 
than memorable because being with the conservative 
Mennonites and seeing up close their beliefs and 
thoughts was more than awesome. I’ll always remember 
going skiing, bowling and the many fun activities I did 
with my host family.

Faith Journey: Worship has been very different for me, 
because churches in Latin America are totally different. 
Even though, I have learned to see Jesus in different 
ways. 

Career/Professional Development: I have learned a 
lot of things about education, like techniques and 
methodologies and different ways of teaching. My 
awesome coworkers have helped me and explained to 
me every detail, which I really appreciate. I am very 
anxious to go back and apply everything I have learned. 

New Perspectives: Well, I did not know many things 
about myself, and this year has helped me to think about 
my life and how I was doing things. I have learned that 
you don’t need to travel several miles to be a volunteer; 
you can start helping, serving or volunteering within 
your own community. I think and I feel that I am a 
different person now – my thoughts and the way I see 
things are different.

Future Plans: I will serve back in my church with the 
youth group. Also, I will be working in a school teaching 
4th graders. 

Steffi Jui Mitra (Bangladesh)
Customer Service Representative, 
MCC Thrift Store/Ten Thousand Villages
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada

First Impression or Differences: When I first came to 
the U.S. for orientation, I was so excited and had lots 
of hope in my heart. I was happy to see people from 
different countries all together. The way I was welcomed, 
and the people around me are amazing and beyond 
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my expectations. It was lovely the way I was being 
given priority to speak out, to express my views in 
decision-making and in every aspect of my attachments. 
I won’t be bothered to call it more than amazing and 
surprisingly I never felt hesitant being around them. I 
won’t be bothered to have these people around me if my 
Jesus makes this opportunity in my lucky box again. 

memorable or Funny Experience: Canada is a peaceful 
country and also a freezing country for me. I was 
so mentally prepared for the snow and cold. But I 
expected British Columbia to be not so cold (-04). So, 
I was excited for my first snow. Sophie (MCC B.C.) 
took all the B.C. IVEPers to the Cypress mountain to 
go snowtubing. I was so excited that I couldn’t sleep 
properly the night before. When we got there, I was 
like a rabbit jumping on the snow, making snow angels, 
rolling up and down. It was an awesome feeling. 

Faith Journey: I am used to the Baptist church in my 
country, but most of the time I was unable to go to 
church because of my job and study time because 
Sunday is not a day off back home. But here I can join 
the church services every Sunday and I also attend some 
community groups. These help me to engage myself with 
God. I might be wrong in different ways, but God has 
shown me the way to walk on. I am surrounded with 
people’s love and grace, which comes from my Heavenly 
father, I believe. Whenever I feel broken or weak Psalm 
121 gives me strength. 

Career/ Professional Development: The words you 
have been reading till now are from a simple girl who 
believes in simplicity rather complexity. The people 
being found around me are the source of my learning 
in Canada and this is not explainable in words. The 
supervisors and coworkers – each and everyone around 
me – are amazing and push me to learn something from 
every single new aspect. Staying silent by not speaking 
up is not the solution; the more effective you can 
communicate with your surroundings, the more you can 
reach people. Plan better for a better execution. I am a 
human first, then a Christian. I am not about to stop 
learning and to contribute. 

New Perspectives: I want to spread more love and grace 
of God through my work and word. I would accept 
other opinions but will also have my say too. Before 
judging other I will judge myself to improve. I am willing 
to learn more from people and cultures. I have more 
patience and understanding power than before. 

Future Plans: Life is too short to not contribute for 
positive changes. Learning, contributing and adapting 
even in the worst situations, is the approach I use to 
move forward to impact the lives of disadvantaged 
people, especially children and women who are being 
deprived. This is what I had been doing before I went 
to Canada. This is not a competition; this is not a race; 
rather I would say it is a part of humanity – showing 
up, being honest, working hard, being professional and 

learning, both academically and from reality. I prefer 
to have such a similar moving with all the learning 
from IVEP and from every aspect of my life for a better 
change. 

Tsepang Molefe (Lesotho)
Support Worker, L’Arche Greater Vancouver
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada

First Impression or Differences: Different lifestyle and 
the way of doing things. For example, back home as 
children we played all together – all the kids in the same 
village, but in Canada, I noticed that kids play with their 
parents or one or two friends.                    

memorable or Funny Experience: Dancing with my host 
on Christmas day to the music from my county. That 
will always be the day to remember. 

Faith Journey: I like the way most churches show 
brotherly love and unity when they bring food to eat 
together at church after the service, which is something 
that I had not done before.

Career/Professional Development: It is unbelievable and 
very exciting to tell people out there that I now love 
knitting hats – something I never liked doing before. I 
learnt that at my placement. Also, my skills on how to 
care for disabled people have increased.

New Perspectives: I have learnt that we are all humans, 
regardless of colour but with different cultures and 
lifestyles.

Future Plans: I love social services and I am looking 
forward to studying it further.

Registre Morni (Chad)
Group Host/Guide, Winnipeg Harvest
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

First Impression or Differences: When I first arrived, 
I noticed that Toronto was very clean, beautiful, and 
green; it made me happy because my home country 
is not like that. When I arrived in Winnipeg, the cold 
welcomed me. 

memorable or Funny Experience: Learning to speak 
English was and still is a funny memory. Also, when the 
first snow was falling it was very extraordinary for me. I 
went outside to take pictures, walk on the freezing lake, 
skate, etc.

Faith Journey: All my time has been blessed by my 
church and my host family. At church we have young 
adults Bible study every two weeks and with my 
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family every day after dinner. It was my prayer to have 
such community and I give thanks to God because he 
answered my prayer.

Career/Professional Development: I like this organization 
because I learned the generosity of giving food to people 
who are hungry and taking care of them. This is what 
God want of us.

New Perspectives: Before I was closed, but now I got a 
new vision. Knowing a different culture has formed me 
and I will share it with my community back home.

Future Plans: I would like MCC to help me create a 
similar organization to Winnipeg Harvest here because 
thousands of Chadians die every day due to hunger, and 
I would like to work with MCC.

Nouka Moua (Laos)
Activity Aide, Maple Farm Nursing Center
Akron, Pennsylvania, USA

First Impression or Differences: I was impressed with the 
education and the instructions that even disabled children 
receive. They get the opportunity to go to school and 
learn. Parents or the government still support them 
because they don’t want their people to be illiterate. 
Furthermore, I like the way that parents teach their 
children to behave. Children’s behavior here is different 
because, first, they have what they want, and second, 
they have enough. I also think that if the education 
system in my country was like here, it would be better.

memorable or Funny Experience: I have so much fun, 
especially with my residents, because some of them 
have dementia, so sometimes they say something funny 
and they just say what they want even when they don’t 
know what’s going on. There are some residents who 
can’t hear very well. I see them talk to each other and 
sometimes the other person cannot hear and the person 
who was talking also can’t hear. Let’s guess what’s going 
to happen! Hahahaha 

Faith Journey: Honestly, I miss my home church a lot 
more than anything. I did a lot of cleaning there and 
I also grew up with that church so that’s why it feels 
like home, but I believe that God is everywhere I am. 
Here, I feel sometimes I forsake or forget God because 
of something that interests me a lot and my flesh 
overpowers my spirit. 

Career/Professional Development: I think I got the four 
skills of English, which are speaking, reading, listening, 
and writing. The other skills I learned are observation 
and diet lists for the elderly. These skills influence me 
because it’s so useful in my career. One more thing, I 
must be careful what I will do to affect them.

New Perspectives: Before I came here, I thought that the 
United State is a very famous and rich country, but now 
I know that the more you see, the more you understand 
about people’s lives.

Future Plans: First I have to look for a job. I would like 
to be a translator and teacher. Second, I should share 
what I’ve done with another people.

Joan Bitrus Mshelia (Nigeria)
Teacher’s Aide, Quakertown Christian School 
Quakertown, Pennsylvania, USA 

First Impression or Differences: It was an amazing 
event, especially arriving at the orientation in Akron 
and meeting different people coming from other parts of 
the world. The experience of young people exchanging 
different talents, ideas, games, food, language, clothing 
and even gaining confidence to answer questions during 
group discussions – just an amazing event.

Faith Journey: In this journey I’ve experienced two host 
families, which the Lord had planned for me. It was a 
time to know God deeper and see him working in ways 
I never imagined or expected. I learned how to solve my 
problems, identify hidden gifts and skills; I learned how 
to use every bit of my time to do something meaningful, 
listen to God speaking, to love unconditionally, to 
endure and persevere in all circumstances. I’m thankful 
for good and bad times with unceasing joy and laugher, 
for there was nothing too hard for the Lord. I received 
encouragement, support and prayers from both host 
families and friends and those who have it planned as 
directed by God to make this experience a meaningful 
one and a memorable one too.

Career/Professional Development: I’ve learned how to 
use different multisensory activities for learners, decoding 
of sounds and forming a word, how to solve problems 
among students, allowing creativity to flow in learners. 
I’ve learnt how to crochet.

New Perspectives: My perspectives about others across 
the world represented by each individual from the 
world reflects that we all have a common uniqueness 
no matter the face, size, weight, color, food, educational 
background, language fluency, rich or poor, skilled or 
unskilled; we are all one before and in the image of God, 
have same breath, work, get tired, sleep, experience 
worries, sadness, pain, tears, frustration, happiness and 
hope to see another day. It’s all a matter of time to see 
the result of who we each become in life if only we 
commit and entrust our ways to God.

Future Plans: I hope to serve my country in the National 
Youth Service Corp (NYSC).
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Arthur Natoyim (Chad)
Community Worker, St. James Drop-in Centre
Quebec, Montreal, Canada 

First Impression or Differences: My first impression 
of Canada is that of a beautiful country and amazing 
people. I also carried an aspect of my dream, being in 
America. I had heard about Quebec and Montreal before 
but coming and living in it for a year completely changed 
my opinion about the people. Far from being similar to 
my country, Montreal is incredible. I learned in Montreal 
how to be patient, more captivated by things around me, 
despite the fact I faced many challenges. The question 
is how to overcome these issues, and how to not let it 
happen again. 

memorable or Funny Experience: When we went out with 
my colleagues to the gym we were supposed to put our 
other clothes in a locker. I, without knowing or asking, 
found a locker that was free and open and put my 
stuff in it and locked it. In fact, the locker belonged to 
someone else. Once finished with the gym, I went back 
to the locker but could not open it. I called one of my 
colleagues to see what was going on with so-called “my” 
locker. Thus, after explaining it to him that I had found 
it open and put my stuff in. He loudly laughed and said 
that it belonged to someone else, so the only solution 
was to break it. We called the people in charge of the 
gym to figure it out. Maybe this next story will not be 
funny for some, but I found it extremely funny. I was 
supposed to go to church with my house family at 9 a.m. 
They called me on Saturday and asked if I wanted to 
join them for church tomorrow. We confirmed that we 
would meet at the bus station. When I arrived at the bus 
station at 9 a.m., they had already left. A few minutes 
later, I was worrying and called them to see if they were 
on their way. Surprisingly, they let me know that they 
had left earlier at 8:15 a.m. because the next bus isn’t 
coming until 9:45 and they did not want to miss church. 
I found it really funny.

Faith Journey: Easy question, but finding the correct 
answer seems complex to me. When something happens, 
to someone I know or even someone I don’t know, that 
is difficult to accept, that challenges my faith somehow. 
In fact, being in a new church, new people, new way of 
worship – this changed the direction of my faith, which 
had been stuck since some point in the past. In addition, 
working with homeless people opened my heart.

Career/Professional Development: To lead a meeting 
and interview people is the greatest thing that I have 
learned so far in my workplace. Furthermore, I learned 
to encourage people and their artistic passions! I also 
improved my language skills, and this is important for 
me because I am able to communicate internationally. I 
learned how to be involved in a professional sphere. By 
the way, I learned how to cook.

New Perspectives: Well, I’m probably not the same person 
as before; many things have impressed on my mind.

Future Plans: I’d like to contribute to MCC by launching 
a project of Ten Thousand Villages to help women and 
men sell their products around the world.

Melissa Nomakhosi Ndlovu (Zimbabwe)
Local Food & Nutrition Intern, Hungry World Farm
Tiskilwa, Illinois, USA

First Impression or Differences: What stood out to me 
with the Americans at my placement was, “Wow! They 
do not hire anybody for services, they do everything 
themselves.” This was far from hidden as almost every 
farmhouse was furbished with heavy machinery, clearly 
denoting that each household operated on their own. 
On the day I arrived at my host parents place, I assisted 
with screwing in some bolts in my host dad’s shed. This 
was only the tip of an iceberg of the fun adventures I 
would have the following months. More unraveled as 
I spent some of my days on top of the ladder drilling 
down bolts in the greenhouse bars, painting, fencing, 
stapling floors, keeping greenhouse plastic down using 
wiggly wire among other things. These chores were 
interestingly different for me, having been raised in the 
city, in a country were feminine and masculine roles are 
defined. What stood out for me next was, “There are 
too many options with everything, from pop, food and 
activities to do.” As fun as this was, quite a few times 
I would be caught in between making a selection. The 
collection of books in most of the households I went to 
was impressive. This helped me work toward my reading 
goal I had set for the year. Some of my interesting 
reads were: “On Care for Our Common Home,” 
“Farmacology Food over Medicine,” “The China 
Study,” “The Five Love Languages,” “The Countess 
Below Stairs,” and “Born a Crime.” The lasting 
impression I’ll have of the community in which I was 
placed is the love, care and kindness they share especially 
Willow Springs Mennonite Church. Needless to say, my 
host family, my work supervisors and my prayer partner 
were my special personal gift from God.

memorable or Funny Experience: My memorable funny 
experience was with traffic lights that count down for 
pedestrians crossing while showing an illustration of 
someone walking in addition to turning green. Despite 
my initial thoughts of, “So much effort for a traffic 
light!” This fascinated me enough for me to count down 
with the traffic light before I crossed the road. I would 
also watch my host dad back up into the driveway with 
his semi after a day’s work. He did it so perfectly, it was 
a beautiful sight to see. I’ll also always remember the old 
yellow school buses; I would usually see them in movies 
before I came here. It’s definitely retro!

Faith Journey: Initially I struggled with establishing what 
I thought is acceptable praise to my God. The Mennonite 
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church is calm and collected, the total opposite of the 
denomination from which I was raised. I learned to rely 
on silent prayers and seeing results for them strengthened 
my faith. At some point in my service, it felt as though 
the Mennonite church was very accommodating, leaving 
room for a lot of compromise. Amidst this struggle I 
learned that love comes with acceptance. It gave me the 
opportunity to look at the amazing grace of God from a 
broader perspective. 

Career/Professional Development: I’ve learned of the 
positive outcomes that come with goal orientation and 
research. This challenges me not to sleep walk through 
my life and career but to have clearly defined indicators 
and markers for goals I want to accomplish.

New Perspectives: My term of service has helped me 
appreciate myself more. There are a lot of times I 
outdid myself at work and with other various tasks I 
had to do. I also surprised myself with some positive 
reactions I had to certain challenging situations I faced. 
It’s amazing the impact love can have on people around 
us. The year taught me that I can choose to love just 
as I would choose to be angry and to be cautious as to 
how I respond when confronted with a situation. We are 
blessed as the nation of Zimbabwe. Most of the blessings 
we overlook. I love my country.

Future Plans: Go to school for my master’s degree before 
settling down.

Chau Nguyen (Vietnam)
Intern, Cornerstone Design Architects Company
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA

First Impression or Differences: If you meet a stranger 
on the street, even though they do not know you, or 
where are you from, or how much money you have, that 
person will greet you and be friendly to you. 

memorable or Funny Experience: I have many memorable 
stories but the one I enjoy most is riding a horse and 
buggy to church on Sunday morning. Learning about the 
Dayton Community was an unforgettable learning and 
cultural experience. 

Faith Journey: Before I came here, I was worried about 
what I would do next, even though I trusted God 
would show me. But it was at that time that God let me 
recognize my mission! 

Career/Professional Development: This current job is 
completely unlike my old job. The new one has helped 
me get social skills and learn more about how to use in 
design in a church and in a hospital ... I want to use my 
ability to create more churches and hospitals in my

country. Who knows, after this I’ll be a famous interior 
designer!  

New Perspectives: Everything living in a respectful 
environment will be respected.

Future Plans: I think after returning home, I will spend 
some time for myself to start my old life again. I will 
restart some things in my home church. And then look 
for a part-time job in my major.

Asenath Odondi (Kenya)
Teacher Assistant, Bethany Christian School
Goshen, Indiana, USA

First Impression or Differences: The first difference that 
I noticed was food. Here the food is light compared to 
home, for example, I never imagined soup and salad 
could be considered a meal, though one can have snacks 
between meals. Another difference was the weather. 
I came here toward the beginning of fall when the 
temperature was 60F at the lowest and it was already 
cold for me. People would wonder when I switched 
off the fan because they were still feeling hot. I didn’t 
know what was waiting for me in winter, which to my 
surprise I enjoyed; snow most of all. For now, I can only 
describe home as ‘hot,’ not warm. Another thing was 
social life, compared to home I have noticed people are 
more individualistic to the extent of not knowing their 
neighbours well; unlike home where neighbours will 
come knocking at your door with or without invitation 
and you share a cup of tea as you wait for a meal.

memorable or Funny Experience: The most amazing 
experience was when as Goshen IVEPers we were invited 
to a New Year’s party by Kenyan families in Indiana. 
I was glad to enjoy a variety of Kenyan meals. The 
funniest experience was the first time I was told that time 
will be adjusted by an hour. I woke up in the morning 
and adjusted my phone not knowing it had already 
adjusted automatically, which resulted to reporting late 
at school.

Faith Journey: I feel I am stronger in my faith because 
the challenges I have encountered have taught me to 
always depend on Jesus, who is unchangeable.

Career/Professional Development: Integration of 
technology in teaching especially mathematics. Different 
kinds of teaching methods including having a math 
lab and ALEKS to cater for those with difficulties in 
particular topics.

New Perspectives: Appreciating diversity.

Future Plans: Continue serving the community through 
programs for girls and women.
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Deus Isaac Okong’o (Tanzania)
Sustainable Farm Volunteer, Merry Lea Environmental 
Learning Center, Goshen College
Wolflake, Indiana, USA

First Impression or Differences: The first day on our 
way from the airport to Akron I was inspired to see 
very well developed and organized infrastructure (roads, 
buildings etc.). I’m impressed by how people are calm 
and welcoming to me because was thinking a lot about 
how my life will be in the U.S.

memorable or Funny Experience: Every day was 
memorable to me because it always had its experience 
and knowledge. But I remember the day I had a lip 
injury and spent several hours in a Canadian hospital.

Faith Journey: In the beginning, it was a challenge to 
adjust because the churches I have attended here are 
different from my home church. Eventually, they have 
helped me to grow spiritually and I learned more about 
the Mennonite church and community.

Career/Professional Development: Everything in my 
placement was a useful skill for my professional. But 
I have learned more about aspects of sustainability, 
issues like sustainable agriculture and environmental 
stewardship (to enhance and maintain the biophysical 
systems that sustain all life on Earth). Also, I learned 
more about three Rs (reuse, reduce and recycle). In 
general, I have perused more about earth keeping.

New Perspectives: “Every moment and every event of 
every man’s life on earth plants something in his soul.”

Future Plans: First, I want to share my experience with 
others. Second, I want to have an environmental learning 
center and sustainable farm (to use skills and knowledge 
I gained during my IVEP year to boost my career and 
professional), and also to teach people about earth 
keeping.

Miyiéba Carine Ouoba (Burkina Faso)
Receptionist, Maison de l’Amitié
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

First Impression or Differences: My first impression was 
that everything was different around me. The way of 
doing and seeing people around me; climate and change 
of weather; the structure of the city and buildings. I was 
amazed and in shock.

memorable or Funny Experience: I had many funny 
situations in winter. The people dressed so much, they 
were all covered, with gloves and you could only see 
their eyes. I felt like I was in an unknown country, 
surrounded by strange people. Also, when I went out 

with a friend to walk, I sometimes slipped because of the 
frozen snow and, wanting to help me, we both would 
fall. All these experiences were very amusing for me.

Faith Journey: My struggle was to not let anything 
stand between my relationship with God. In fact, most 
people have less interest in Christianity, so every time I 
prayed, I asked God to help me live and learn new things 
each day, while giving him the first place in my heart. I 
have had so many extraordinarily experiences in JESUS 
CHRIST in the past and during my IVEP program. 
But it’s so difficult, when you’re surrounded by people, 
who you cannot explain this to because they will not 
understand you.

Career/Professional Development: I have always dreamed 
of becoming an international civil servant. So, my 
participation in this program gave me basic tools for my 
future profession. Indeed, as part of my work, I met and 
talked to many people of different nationalities, which 
allowed me to know the different cultures. In addition 
to that, I acquired foreign administrative professional 
experience. And also, I had the experience of teaching 
languages to adults, who come from five continents of 
the world.

New Perspectives: Before this cultural change, I judged 
everything in relation to the culture and civilization of 
my home, but now I am able to make a good judgment 
of things and people around me. I am more open-minded 
and very confident about myself in my relationships with 
others.

Future Plans: Back in my country, I would like to invest 
more in the humanitarian field, for the protection of the 
rights of the weak (women, underprivileged children, 
children with disabilities) and also the enjoyment of their 
vital rights. And if possible, create a rights advocacy 
organization and apply for sponsorship from my 
country’s MCC.

Eunji Ryu (Republic of Korea (South Korea))
International Community Relations Volunteer, 
Centre for New Comers
Calgary, Alberta, Canada

First Impression or Differences: Calgary is a city full of 
diversity. I can see people from all around the world. 
Everybody looks different. Korea is monocultural. 
Everyone looks similar and lives in a similar way. Korea 
is famous for its dense population and fast development. 
It made us an intensively competitive society where 
people compare themselves with others endlessly. There 
are fewer people using public transit in Calgary. Near my 
host’s house, there are no high-rise buildings and the air 
is clear so I can see the beautiful sky easily. The regular 
work hours are shorter, and people spend more time 
with their families. Youth have time to enjoy what they
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want to do, not only study. I know that real life is not 
easy here, but thinking about my country, I am jealous 
of Canadians.

memorable or Funny Experience: My work was 
supporting volunteers at an immigrant serving 
organization. When there were not enough volunteer 
English teachers, I covered the class until we found 
new ones. One day, we found a new volunteer and I 
introduced him to the students. One student then asked 
me, “Don’t you come next week?” As I answered no, 
some students looked sad. After the class, all students 
came to me and gave hugs one by one. I always thought 
I was not a good teacher and worried that they wasted 
their time in my class. Actually, they welcomed me. I was 
loved and accepted by them. On my way home, I cried 
in the train thinking about their smiles.

Faith Journey: Before I came to Canada, I was 
disappointed with God. I thought I did my best to give 
my life to him, but the results looked terrible. I was 
totally burned out and had to quit my job. That made 
me believe God called someone to work for him but 
didn’t take care of them. Actually, that was what many 
leaders I met did, even at the church. I was afraid that 
God would leave me and say he didn’t know me during 
my IVEP year. I’m still not sure where he leads me, but 
I’m learning to express my mind to him, trust him, and 
follow him even when I don’t understand. I hope I will 
be able to confess he has led my journey, and everything 
was his grace.

Career/Professional Development: I did presentations 
about volunteerism at my placement every Tuesday. I 
facilitated English class, communicated with volunteers 
and clients, and did many office tasks. The most 
valuable thing I learned was working with people. I 
learned the difference between being friendly and being 
a friend to clients, how to support volunteers to grow 
while experiencing new things, and teaching English as 
a facilitator, who makes a safe place where everyone can 
express themselves and learn from each other.

New Perspectives: When I was in Korea, I only could 
see one way of life. Everyone did same thing and 
pursued the same goals. By participating in IVEP, I have 
met people from all around the world. Everyone was 
different, and everything was valuable. Now I know I 
can choose another way of life which better fits me, like 
the way I work, enjoy my daily life, spend time with my 
friends, and worship God. The year was like a foretaste 
of heaven. I feel like I have crossed the bridge to a new 
place and never can go back where I was before.

Future Plans: I had worked for asylum seekers and 
refugees, but I’m not sure I would do the same thing. I 
want to do something to help increase diversity in Korea, 
to become a welcoming society to strangers.

Keren Sagastume (Honduras)
Educational Assistant, Ranch Ehrlo Society 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

First Impression or Differences: I can call my year 
service, Four Seasons One God. When I arrive in 
Canada, I didn’t realize all the differences between my 
country and here. I started looking around me and then 
everything was changed. Seeing the weather changes, 
helps me to understand more how many things come 
and go. Through changing clothing every season, I have 
seen how important it is to be ready for the next things 
to come. That is one of the things I realized is very 
different in my country – the changing of clothing. 

memorable or Funny Experience: I went sledding with the 
kids from the school. I fell and rolled; it was so funny. I 
really enjoyed cooking new food with my host mother. 
We did that together and I learned very much from her. 

Faith Journey: At the beginning, one of the things I faced 
was the difference in church services. The firsts Sundays I 
didn’t even know how to sing the hymns. But one Sunday 
I woke up and prayed to God, “Lord Jesus, for me it’s 
really difficult to worship with the songs at church, but 
I know that you see my heart, and this is what matters 
for you. Please help me to give my heart to you.” And 
I started enjoying the quiet and the sound of the silence 
with God. I also started helping with Sunday school. 

Career/Professional Development: Working at Ranch 
Ehrlo helps me to learn and practice what I study back 
home. I can understand more about how to help kids in 
school programs. I have new skills to communicate. It 
inspires me to be serious in difficulties. 

New Perspectives: How I see myself and others has 
changed, because now I know that everyone has the 
same desires, to love and feel loved by God and one 
another. We need each other.

Future Plans: Upon my return home I’ll finish my degree 
and continue studying, working and, of course, serving 
God.

Yasmin Santos Amaral (Brazil) 
Church & Community Worker, Madison Street Church 
Riverside, California, USA

First Impression or Differences: I come from a country 
where people are very receptive and warm, where everyone 
is always distributing hugs and smiles. So, on my first day 
in the USA, I was walking with two other IVEPers when a 
woman drove by us at a high speed and showed the middle 
finger to us. When that happened, I could only think, 
“OMG, are all the people rude here?” But I soon 
discovered that the people here are very nice too. 
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memorable or Funny Experience: I think it is 
unacceptable to live in California and never have surfed 
and so the first time I went to the beach to surf (or try 
surfing) is something I will never forget. It was disastrous 
because I had never surfed, so I fell a lot of times. I 
swallowed a lot of water and by the end of the day I did 
not get to stand on the board, but it was a special day 
for me because I had a wonderful new experience and 
did something I never imagined that I would do.

Faith Journey: I thought that being away from all 
the people I know and also being exposed to new 
experiences could be a problem in my relationship 
with God, but it was the opposite. It brought me closer 
to Him and made my faith stronger because I turned 
to God in my moments of solitude and became more 
confident and dependent on Him. The new experiences 
brought me more knowledge and understanding about 
the Kingdom of God.

Career/Professional Development: I learned to 
understand and respect differences, to listen without 
judging and to work and live with different types of 
people. And all these new experiences reinforced my 
desire that I already had to work with people, people in 
situations of vulnerability who need help and give voice 
to them without judgments.

New Perspectives: This experience has made me a more 
mature person, helped me know myself better and 
showed me that I am able to face different challenges 
and stand firm. Now I see the differences between people 
as an opportunity for learning and not as something 
strange. I also learned to appreciate my country more, 
because I have seen that every place has its wonders 
and its problems, but nothing is better than our “Home 
Sweet Home.”

Future Plans: I intend to finish my degree in social work 
and become a good professional. I also want to use all 
the knowledge I have acquired to make the world a 
better place. I plan to return a different Yasmin from 
that Yasmin who left Brazil and keep trying to be a 
better person every day.

Maria René Saucedo (Bolívía)
Teachers Assistant, Eastern Mennonite University
Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA

First Impression or Differences: In Harrisonburg the 
public transport is not very good. The bus comes by 
every hour or a bit more, but in Bolivia a bus comes 
every five minutes and there are different bus lines that 
leave you very near your destination. Many people tell 
me that here it is very important to have a car, that it’s 
indispensable, like your legs, because the car is a symbol 
of independence. That was something that impressed me 
a lot, because in my country it is not necessary to have 
a car; we can move with public transport perfectly. My 

second impression was the dinner schedule. When I was 
in Akron for the first time, I saw the dinner time was 
at 5:30 p.m. Really? We are going to dinner at 5:30? I 
could not believe. I was used to dinner at 7 or 8 p.m. In 
my country normally at 5 p.m. we eat biscuit or bread 
with coffee or a small snack; this for us is merienda or 
siesta. When I changed families I had to adapt to a new 
schedule for dinner, because with the first host family 
I was eating dinner at 7 or 8 p.m. because they were 
a Latino family and they still had the habit of a later 
dinner, but when I changed families the schedule changed 
completely. We had dinner at 5:30 p.m. The first week 
was a bit strange because sometimes I was not hungry 
at that time, but I ate with them anyway. Then at 8 or 
9 p.m. I was hungry again, but little by little I got used 
to eating dinner at that hour. My host mom told me 
that I could eat again later if I was hungry, but I was 
embarrassed and did not want make noise, because they 
were already sleeping…and the house was totally silent.

memorable or Funny Experience: I think I have many 
unforgettable moments, but the one I remember the most 
was when I went to New York in December. I always 
dreamed of visiting the Statue of Liberty and seeing Time 
Square. The craziest experience was spending New Year’s 
Eve in Times Square. Our day started at 10 a.m. when 
went to eat a good breakfast because we knew that later 
within Times Square, we would not eat. We arrived in 
Times Square at noon we made a row of three streets 
(not an exaggeration, it is real). We wanted to be close to 
the stage. It rained all day and was very cold. We were 
there from noon until 12:30 a.m. By 8 p.m., I didn’t 
want to be there anymore because I couldn’t feel my 
legs; I was frozen! But it was worth living the experience 
of being in Times Square on New Year’s Eve. I always 
dreamed of that moment, but I never imagined I was 
going to freeze. It was a crazy and funny experience that 
I would do again.

Faith Journey: When I arrived here, I started to wonder, 
“Why am I here? Why this year?” Sometimes I wanted 
God to answer me immediately, but God one day said 
to me, “Wait!! When you wait for the answer, you will 
begin to see everything I have for you this year!” This 
year I learned to wait for the will of God. I am very 
thankful to God for this opportunity. It is an experience 
that has made me grow. God always glorifies in the 
midst of the storm.

Career/Professional Development: I learned to be in 
front of the students, who were my same age, and not 
be afraid to talk and explain about different cultures or 
grammar. When Adriana told me I was going to teach 
in the classrooms, I remember being very nervous and 
scared, but it was a good experience that helped me 
to realize that I really like to teach. For me it was a 
response from God, because many times I wondered if 
I really wanted to continue my studies as a teacher or 
switch to study another career. This year helped me to 
know my real vocation.
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New Perspectives: This year I learned to be more 
independent. I learned not to be afraid of challenges and 
changes. It was the first time that I was away from my 
parents and that has helped me to grow personally….
so as not to depend so much on them. Living in another 
culture, with different people, helped me to grow 
spiritually and emotionally. My vision of others here is 
that each person is very independent, everyone focuses 
on their own thing, for example, when you walk down 
the street nobody looks at you because of how you are 
dressed or because your is not styled. My vision of my 
country…. I learned to value the things I have there, how 
beautiful it is to go by public transport, even if you hang 
at the door or how it can be “canned sardine” crowded, 
I never thought I would miss that from my country.

Future Plans: When I return home, I will continue my studies 
at the university. I want to find a job, where my class 
schedules do not cross with my job. I will continue to help 
in the children, youth and praise ministries in my church.

Josep Setya (Indonesia)
Camp Worker, Winkler Bible Camp
Winkler, Manitoba, Canada

First Impression or Differences: My first impression 
when I arrived in Manitoba? It is the weather, it is 
so COLD! When I arrived in the fall, it was already 
like 10°C, and the coldest that I ever felt in my city of 
Jepara, Indonesia, is like 19°C and that is rare. Through 
the winter it got colder and colder, down to -40°C in 
Winkler. I learned that you just need to bundle up in 
more clothes to make yourself warm. Another difference 
was how you could address older people only using 
their name, while back in Indonesia it is considered 
rude; you need to put Pak (sir) Ibu (ma’am), etc. I felt 
uncomfortable at first, but as the time passes it makes 
you feel close to them by addressing them by name.

memorable or Funny Experience: I have a lot of 
memorable experiences, like retreat with Manitoba 
IVEPers in Arnes Camp, which is so beautiful and fun, 
celebrating Christmas with Walter and Linda Dueck 
family (my host parent), but if I have to pick one that 
is the most memorable it is probably when some of 
us were stuck in Toronto, Ontario, after the Mid-year 
conference (February 11th 2019). Our flight was delayed 
two times and finally cancelled at 12.00 a.m. because of 
bad weather. We needed to find our hotel by ourselves 
at midnight in a city we did not really know (February 
12th, 2019). Kathryn Deckert guided us where to go 
even though she was sick; we felt bad, but we need help. 
Helen Yocum worked on our next flight. When we tried 
to find our hotel there were random people who came 
out of nowhere to show us which subway to take or 
direction we should go. The next day, we stayed with 
our Toronto host, who had a lovely house and was so 
nice to us while we were waiting for our flight the next 
day. We are so grateful that many people helped us at 

that time. Finally, we Manitoba IVEPers got back to our 
city on Valentine’s Day.

Faith Journey: I love how this journey deepens my 
relationship with God. When I went to Winkler 
Mennonite Church (my host church) for the first time I 
felt a lot of similarity with my church back home. I felt 
comfortable worshipping God there, however, I couldn’t 
really get involved a lot because I live at camp during 
the week and it’s pretty far from my camp. However, 
I attend the Sunday services with my host. At first, I 
questioned if I could grow in my relationship with God 
if I was not involved a lot in the church. However, 
working at Winkler Bible Camp gives me a community 
to tighten up my relationship with God. We try to 
remember and discuss a Bible verse every Wednesday 
before meeting, we have a book study about growing 
up as Christians on Thursday, and I used to have Alpha 
Course class with the Camp Pastor. I feel all the activities 
are fun and deepen my relationship with God. 

Career/Professional Development: Working at Winkler 
Bible Camp has developed my professional skills. 
Hosting groups for activities at the camp has taught 
me to be disciplined, responsible for other people, 
communicate well. I also gained leadership skills when 
I had to guide them. Maintenance work also teaches me 
how to work patiently and how to cooperate with the 
other people in the workplace. The most significant thing 
that I learned here is working with love as it is written 
in 1 Corinthians 16:14, “Let all that you do be done in 
love.” 

New Perspectives: I got a chance to know myself better 
than before. I’ve learned things that make me happy, 
things that challenge me, teach me how to handle it. I 
also got a chance to widen my perspective about other 
countries, cultures and people. It is a wonderful and 
interesting experience to learn about the differences and 
similarities we found when we share and talk together. 
I’m still learning how to broaden my perspective and I 
think that’s the best part about this experience – seeing, 
sharing and learning that God’s love given to us is 
wonderful.

Future Plans: I hope I can share and discuss my story 
and experience that I got in Canada to my community, 
and encourage others to join this program, so they could 
be part of this wonderful community to learn peace in 
God. Of course, I will go back to serve my church in 
Indonesia, and part of my dream is to find a job that 
serves people while traveling somewhere.

Anton Shylov (Ukraine)
Trainee, SWAP (Serving With Appalachian People)
Harlan, Kentucky, USA

First Impression or Differences: No matter what, the 
people here are very good and the community is very 
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friendly. Many people were and are very kind to me. 
Every day the opinion about people is getting better and 
better and I hope their opinion about me too. Yes, it was 
not very easy, but every day was worth to spend it here.

memorable or Funny Experience: What will remain 
forever in my heart and in the photos is small, and 
unfortunately short, trips to different cities in California, 
Chicago, and the memory of the great number of miles 
that were traveled through the streets of these cities, 
and there are a couple of places ahead. This is a very 
memorable experience, as I had never before traveled so 
far from both houses here in the USA and in Ukraine, by 
myself.

Faith Journey: I think that I was wrecked in my 
adventure in faith. I was faced with the fact that around 
me was only religion and the performance of rites that 
have nothing to do with faith. Step by step, and because 
of the absence of fiery people and churches around me, 
I also cooled off, but this is only my fault. Now I am 
trying to reach out and run toward God, but it is so hard 
that there is no strength. The main idea is to quickly 
escape and return to the environment of fire to recover.

Career/Professional Development: I have no idea to be 
honest. I cannot stand the construction and absolutely 
am not going to do it. Yes! I learned some things, but 
I can’t practically use them at all in Ukraine even if I 
wanted to work in this area. I worked for myself for 
years, and here again I became an errand boy. But 
it really influenced the fact that I want to finish this 
program as soon as possible in order to get back full 
time in my trading and music business and forget about 
building forever.

New Perspectives: About myself, my opinion has 
changed for the worse. About others, then you need to 
ask – what others? Any other opinion has not changed. 
About my country, I realized that this is now the 
penultimate place on earth where I would like to be. 
This gave me new perspectives on how big the world is 
and that I should not be sitting in one place, but rather 
leave and discover, explore this world.

Future Plans: Leave home as soon as possible. Move to 
another country or at least go away for years and travel. 

Moses Simbeye (Zambia)
Assistant Program Coordinator, The Conflict Center
Denver, Colorado, USA

First Impression or Differences: I was impressed with 
how organised and structured things are; how time 
oriented everyone is and the country’s attractiveness. I 
remain astonished till date!

memorable or Funny Experience: I had seen snow on 
TV, I could picture what it might feel like, but it didn’t 
compare to the feeling of standing in the middle of a 
snowstorm. Seeing the sparkling snowflakes and in spite 
of them making my toes and fingers sporadically glow 
with the numbing cold, it is an experience I treasure. 
Along this vein, I will cherish the memory of skiing with 
much laughter and joy. There are numerous memories 
to record in order to survive the long run of life. The 
astounding culture resting in the souls and hearts of the 
people; my struggle to make everyone laugh in the same 
language; the sense of security extended to me by the 
IVEPers, SALTers, and YAMENers since being in the 
U.S.; the men and women who have chosen compassion 
and who have dedicated themselves to helping those 
people who are oppressed, starved, and excluded. 
These experiences have impacted my life beyond belief. 
It’s hard to find words to express how appreciative I 
am of my host families. They gave up eating meat to 
accommodate my vegan lifestyle which was no small 
feat; they walked beside me, brightened my day; made 
me smile; gave me food that nourished my body and 
gave me enough strength to go about my day-to-day 
responsibilities. I felt their love through the ease in which 
we lived together, and it brought me incredible joy. I will 
always feel great affection for this time in my life. 

Faith Journey: My faith journey wasn’t an easy 
journey per se. At first, I could not figure out a way 
of apprehending God’s presence because the way 
of worship was so different from my native setup. 
Nevertheless, the differences, awkwardness and wrestles 
I encountered became the defining moments of my faith. 
In this program I procured the insight to explore and 
comprehend my spiritual foundations; to distinguish 
what it means to be a Christs follower and it further 
provided an expanse of what it is like to practice 
Christian peacebuilding and nonviolence.

Career/Professional Development: I am thankful that 
this experience has stretched further my peace practice 
at a global level. The contact with different expertise in 
the field has tremendously impacted my career in the 
sense that I appreciate things distinctly and besides this, 
it has helped me to be more conscious with my practice 
as a result of cultural differences. I have learned that 
leadership in it expresses dynamics and organisations; is 
about creating authentic connection and recognizing and 
honoring the works of others. 

New Perspectives: The only way to cause sustainable 
development of any kind in a society is by becoming 
more productive, creative and open-minded. In addition, 
I’m enlightened to always acknowledge that we all 
experience vulnerability. However, the essential focus is 
to look for ways of rumbling.

Future Plans: To practice the skills I have learned back in 
my home country.
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Chattu Sinha (India)
Residence Assistant, Landis Communities 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA

First Impression or Differences: My first impression was 
from Hollywood movies, and finally my Hollywood 
movie started by coming to IVEP. I was speechless when 
I landed in the airport. In my heart I went on my knees 
and gave thanks to MCC and God for this opportunity. 
At first, I felt only cultural, weather, and accent 
differences.

memorable or Funny Experience: I will always remember 
the first time I made Indian food and taught my housemates 
how to eat with their fingers. It was a complete mess. 
Food was all over the table and on their bodies. That 
was really a big memorable moment for me because my 
housemates respected my culture by eating with their 
fingers and accepting me, how I am, without judging. 

Faith Journey: I never thought that my IVEP year 
would also be a big year in my faith journey. Everything 
was different right from the beginning. Worship style, 
teaching, everything. One thing I realized is that no one 
can take you far from God. My struggles were that I 
was feeling boundaryless. There was no one to teach me 
or hold me like my Pastor or my youth leader, but one 
thing I have definitely learned is to walk on my own, 
without anyone’s help.

Career/Professional Development: By working with 
elderly people I have learned to be more patient, and my 
listening skills have improved. This experience opened 
my eyes that in this world there are many things to do 
to help other people. My career plan is to be a social 
worker and working with a retirement community gave 
fuel to the fire in my heart for social work.

New Perspectives: I never saw closely the person who lives 
inside of me. The person with an open mentality, acceptance 
to anything. My eyes got open to the world and people 
and my home country. When I compare the situation of 
the USA and India, I give thanks to God that I was born 
in India; I have much more opportunity to work for 
people and my country. I am blessed to be born in India.

Future Plans: My future plan is to complete my master’s 
degree in social work (MSW) and join MCC India or 
any other NGO.

Jiahui Su (China)
Clerk & Warehouse Worker, MCC Thrift Shop
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

First Impression or Differences: Weather is different; 
in my hometown there is no snow. In Edmonton the 
temperature was even -40.

memorable or Funny Experience: When I eat out at Asian 
restaurants, all my foreign friends use chopsticks and I 
use the knife and spoon. 

Faith Journey: I learned how to build relationships with 
people. I used to be a very judgmental person; it brings 
me a lot of troubles. But thanks to God for teaching me 
that we all are children of God – no one is perfect except 
Jesus.

Career/Professional Development: I learned how to run a 
shop, and how to be a friendly person. Most importantly 
I learned how to speak English – not in a Chinese way – 
and can now talk with customers like a friend.

New Perspectives: I feel more open and friendlier when I 
talk with someone I’ve not met before.

Future Plans: I learned the right work attitude from 
the volunteers who work in our shop. They are Old 
Mennonite and work very hard. So, when I return home, 
I will find a job, and enjoy the work.

Oscar Suárez (Colombia)
Teachers Assistant, Central Christian School
Kidron, Ohio, USA

First Impression or Differences: I come from a city where 
the population is almost six hundred times more than 
my placement. That makes a lot of things different, 
like being able to go anywhere by myself. The places 
to do fun things are in other cities, and without public 
transportation it is hard to go to the cinema or to a mall. 
Even so, I can ride bike or walk from home to the school 
or other places safely. When I knew that my placement 
would be in the countryside, I imagined that it would 
be like “The Dukes of Hazzard,” but was not like that. 
Nobody speaks that way. A big difference between here 
and the countryside in my country is that the farmers 
work with a lot of technology and the streets are 
relatively good. At home, all the farm work is manual 
and rudimentary, and the streets look bad. 

memorable or Funny Experience: I had the opportunity 
to go to snowboarding during the winter. That was 
really fun, and I learned about overcoming my fears 
doing a sport that I never practiced before. The next 
time I try to do new things and my fears stop me, I’m 
going to remember my time snowboarding. Another 
thing I will never forget is the school shooting drill one 
day at school. That was crazy! I felt a little scared even 
knowing that it was just a practice. 

Faith Journey: I’m grateful because I’m in a Christian 
school, so every morning the first thing they do in every 
classroom is devotions, and every day they have a chapel 
time when I could hear others’ faith stories. Every Friday 
there is worship chapel, and all the school meets together 
in the performance arts center to sing and worship God. 
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All of this, and the staff, have helped me stay close to 
God.

Career/Professional Development: I feel really blessed 
because I have had the opportunity to work in the same 
field that I studied and graduated. I just finished my 
studies two months before to come to the USA, and I 
feel that I’m growing up a lot as a music teacher. I enjoy 
every music and Spanish class. I didn’t imagine that I 
would be the Spanish teacher for 5th and 6th grade, and 
I really enjoy that! I play different instruments as well in 
the spring musical, orchestra and jazz band. 

New Perspectives: During my time here, I have learned 
to appreciate more my traditions and culture. That 
something that makes us different to the others. ¡How 
beautiful is the world with different cultural expressions! 
Now I want to go back to my country and enjoy every 
natural park, every mountain and river, every landscape 
that God gave us as Colombians. Personally, I asked God 
to give me the opportunity to increase my confidence, 
and I can say that I have seen how God is working on it.

Future Plans: I want to keep working with the young 
people from my national church and keep planning the 
first Latin-American Anabaptist Youth Summit. Also, my 
dream is to study something related to peacebuilding and 
conflict transformation to work for social change in my 
country; of course, with music.

Otoniel Milciades Suero Escalante 
(Dominican Republic) 
Teachers Assistant/Spanish Conversation Partner, 
Eastern Mennonite University
Harrisonburg Virginia, USA

First Impression or Differences: Some of the differences 
are: the weather, the transportation system, the customs 
like meal times (it is really early here compared to my 
country), the food, punctuality, planning ahead, and 
many other things. I was very surprised when I saw how 
folks can live away from town without neighbors. The 
passion for hunting in some people is crazy; also, the 
passion for guns. They can buy guns and keep them at 
home; we can’t do that in my country. 

memorable or Funny Experience: There is a lot to say 
about experiences and moments during this time here, 
for example something funny was during our second 
snow here in Virginia, I was sharing and playing with 
my host family, sledding in the snow, and the kids 
were falling and messing around and that was very 
hilarious. Also, I took them to a Dominican restaurant in 
Harrisonburg and they loved it. I also cooked for them.

Faith Journey: I was having problems with my faith at 
the beginning of my journey and that was because when 
I came to Virginia the church that I was going to was 
really different than my home church in the D.R. That 

was hard, but few months ago I found a church that I 
really like called Divine Unity Community Church and I 
have been doing a lot of activities with them. I also went 
to a conference with them in Chantilly, VA, and that was 
a blast. I was blessed by God at that conference. There 
are not words to write what happened at that place, but 
I guarantee it was wonderful to be there for three days. 

Career/Professional Development: I have been growing 
so much professionally. Last year I was working as a 
conversation partner and I enjoyed that, but this year 
I am also teaching in classrooms and making lessons 
plans and that helps me to grow as a professional person 
because through teaching I am also learning. 

New Perspectives: During this time, I have found that I 
love serving more than I thought and that is really good 
to know. Also, when I go back, I am sure it is going to 
be hard to get used to a couple of things there. 

Future Plans: Something that I am sure about is that I 
will go back and work in Solid Rock International once 
again for a while, but I also would like to apply for a job 
with MCC if that is possible.

Wenjing Tang (China) 
Recreation Worker, Mennonite Nursing Homes, Inc.
Rosthern, Saskatchewan, Canada

First Impression or Differences: This year is important 
and different for me. Although the weather is similar to 
my hometown, it was a different culture and different 
people. I was surprised at my work at Mennonite 
Nursing Homes (MNH) that every resident has a photo 
of themselves by their door. It makes me think about 
“serving God by serving others.” Seeing the different 
things helps me to understand more and how to respect 
each other.

memorable or Funny Experience: With my host family we 
have funny and memorable times. When we talk about 
English it is funny because sometimes I said things the 
wrong way; we still laugh about that. Christmas Day 
and Chinese New Year were memorable. I received not 
only gifts, but lots of love too. They made me feel warm 
and loved; it is hard to say goodbye. 

Faith Journey: One of the things that feels difficult is 
worship in the church. I don’t know the song, I don’t 
understand what they are saying. It makes me sad that 
people don’t understand me. So, I pray and practice 
English. This lets me know how important it is to keep 
doing one thing well.

Career/Professional Development: Working at MNH 
makes me think about what I should do and how to 
live. Also, I can understand more about how to help 
seniors in nursing home programs. I have new skills to 
communicate. 
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New Perspectives: This year has changed how I see 
myself and how go about being myself. I always think 
about life and God gives us the same life. Jesus gave his 
life to us, and our life is for people to love each other. 
Our life belongs to God.

Future Plans: I will finish my degree and I want to study 
more and more. I will still serve God in my life.

Neo Tau (South Africa)
Audio/Visual Technician, 
Goshen College & College Mennonite Church
Goshen, Indiana, USA

First Impression or Differences: Showy, very eclectic, very 
ostentatious. I must say that sometimes the passionate 
people were the blood of Christ personified.

memorable or Funny Experience: Riding my bike to an 
evening concert during a snow blizzard; practically a 
miserable accidental suicide. Memorable moments are 
those I spent with Les gz, he was one very passionate, 
kind, sweet, old man. I observed his intelligence and 
strong will to see things through; he is courageous and 
remained consistent in making sure he touched lives 
with his being. Deus’s host father Millard was the same 
as Les. Millard took us to St. Louis free of charge. 
He wanted us to travel and experience new states and 
people without it being much of a burden on us. He 
treated Deus like his very own. He always came up with 
the best things we could do in our free time, like wood 
crafting. Asenath’s host family took us to the dunes, 
and Dancy, that darling so sweet, hosted us Great Lakes 
IVEPers for a weekend retreat, and still insisted that we 
plan sleepovers whenever we like. She took us out when 
she could and one night let us babysit for two hours 
and thanked us with a bit of money like she knew that 
I needed a boost. God bless her and her sweet family. 
My college colleagues were very sweet too. They always 
reminded me that I don’t get paid enough so they were 
there to take care of me... Lauren, Kim and Paul. I could 
go on and on...about how kind Sim and Asikho, Michael 
Sheer, Mick the Guru of cts, all the Davids, Peter and 
Jan. The college church members and staff...Brookes and 
Rachel, Jessica and her food. Not forgetting our little big 
African IVEPers community on WhatsApp. My strength 
came from the Lord and these people above.

Faith Journey: Questioning if I, we all need to be 
Christian to be worthy of good tidings. For example, 
say I was not Christian, would I have received such an 
opportunity with MCC?

Career/Professional Development: I would like to go 
home and pass on the skills I’ve learnt on how to 
communicate better using AV systems and I plan on 
starting an AV company that I open and don’t fully run. 
I need to focus on social and political justice, I believe.

New Perspectives: I appreciate my people more than 
ever before. I have become more thoughtful, considerate, 
passionate, and teachable. 

Future Plans: I am going to continue with the leadership 
program that I had started. I might also enroll myself 
into University of Sa Inshallah. I will be using the skills 
I picked up as an AV tech to intensify the peace and 
reconciliation social ills concepts that we deal with in 
the motherland. And I will collaborate with Lonfobeko 
Manana to build a solid church organisation.

Miguel Angel Toro Montes (Colombia)
Internal Engineer, Sauder Woodworking
Archbold, Ohio, USA 

First Impression or Differences: My first impression was 
that here it is very flat, with mostly cornfields; it’s windy 
and has beautiful sunsets. The village is small, but it 
has many sports activities to do or watch. The churches 
are huge, and there are many in the same area and they 
have many activities for the community. The people are 
very simple or humble compared to other places in the 
USA that I have known. The population in this area 
are mostly adults and elderly. My placement is with a 
really big company with a long history joined to the 
town and its population. Was nice to meet generations of 
ex-employees who worked here and know the history of 
service around its founder. 

memorable or Funny Experience: I have had many good 
times; some I remember more are the first time traveling 
to Chicago and the town where my supervisor grew up. 
Both times I went with him, the second with his family. 
He taught me about and showed me nice places. We had 
a fun time talking and making jokes.

Faith Journey: This journey has been useful to strengthen 
my faith. I love my community and denomination more. 
I understand that it is possible for God to do everything 
that is impossible for us. The church is really made up of 
all of us, it’s not only a building. The service is one of 
the things I could see and appreciate; I will keep that in 
my heart.

Career/Professional Development: I have been able to 
learn more English and some software that can help in 
my profession, as well as some knowledge about wood 
and manufacturing processes.

New Perspectives: Now I can see myself with more 
life experience, which strengthened my confidence 
and my skills. I have learned to be more patient and 
through a few people I learned about the service, the 
characteristics, cultural and regional, that always makes 
an individual person. Seeing that, helped me respect and 
enjoy these differences and enabled a successful cultural 
service. My home country now scares me, every day 
there is more violence, inequality and injustices. It is 
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hard to see how a beautiful country is being destroyed 
by corruption. It seems impossible that the population 
can grow or change its social situation. I am getting used 
to using the cell phone on the street or an expensive 
bike without fear of being robbed and although my 
desire is to help socially as much as I can, I am aware 
that because of that desire, there are people dying in 
Colombia right now.

Future Plans: I could try to find work, but I have thought 
about continuing studies in Colombia or abroad.

Bong Vilayphone (Laos)
Life Enrichment & Activity Assistant, Living Branches
Dock Woods, Lansdale, Pennsylvania, USA

First Impression or Differences: I was assigned to 
volunteer in Lansdale, Dock Woods, the Willows of 
Living Branches and Souderton Mennonite Home, which 
is a very nice place with people who are so polite and 
kind to me. The first day I came to work, people saw me 
and greeted me by name. I was so impressed that they 
knew my name already. I was curious how they knew 
my name then as I continued walking down the hallway 
I saw my own picture was posted on bulletin board. The 
difference between USA and my home country are the 
seasons. There are four seasons here and each season 
brings its own beauty to people. There are only two 
seasons in my home country.

memorable or Funny Experience: During my time in the 
U. S. I’ve seen so many things, places that I have never 
seen before. I learnt about Mennonite history when I 
went to the Mennonite Museum. There were many times 
that some friends from church took me to see concerts, 

ice-skating, flower shows and bowling. On January 
28th my host dad got free hockey game tickets from his 
company. We went to Philadelphia to see the hockey 
game. We had special seating that included food. It 
was my first time to see a hockey game. A second time 
I went with my host family and one IVEPer. It was an 
unforgettable time.

Faith Journey: I believe that God was with me, is with 
me, and he will be with me. There were many things 
happening with my family back home during my IVEP 
year. I knew there was nothing I could do but pray for 
and trust in God. He is the only one who can help. 

Career/Professional Development: I taught Lao cultural 
classes on different topics every month. It was a great 
privilege to present about Laos. In fact, I think I learned 
a lot about Lao culture while preparing for the class. I 
was very nervous before presenting. At first, I was shy 
to stand in front of many people and speak in a second 
language like English. I worked hard on my presentation 
to get good results. During my presentation there were 
some questions that came up. I could answer all of the 
questions. Now I feel relaxed, calm, and more confident 
to speak up. This skill should relate to a career in my 
home country.

New Perspectives: Through this program I have learned 
a lot of things that helped me be a stronger person, 
spiritually and physically. I understand better how to 
listen to other people of different races, cultures, and 
beliefs. 

Future Plans: I want to work with an NGO that 
supports education for students who live in rural areas 
because I know that many people who live in rural area 
really need an opportunity to have a better life.
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Central States and West Coast IVEPers skiing at Monarch Mountains. Alberta IVEPers just after they completed food prep for a supper for 300 
at The Mustard Seed, Calgary.

East Coast IVEPers go bowling. Chattu Sinha hanging out with his host community.

BC IVEPers and Jessica Warkentin out for a hike on a local mountain. EnLiang Lin teaching chopsticks skills.
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Great Lakes IVEPers during the first retreat at Shipshewana Corn Maze, 
Goshen, Indiana.

Hilário Chivale experiencing his first snow and cutting a Christmas tree 
in Elkhart, Indiana.

Quebec IVEPers spending the day at the Sugar Shack. MCC IVEP potluck in East Coast.

Miyiéba Carine Ouoba in Toronto for Canada 
orientation.

East Coast IVEPers enjoying a very large pizza.



34  INtErNAtIONAl VOlUNtEEr ExChANgE PrOgrAm

IVEPers lookin’ chilly in the woods at mid-year conference!Lindo (Lontfobeko) Manana hosting the Christmas Eve service at Foothills 
Mennonite Church, Calgary.

Manitoba IVEPers out on a frozen lake at Camp Arnes in Manitoba. 
Everyone tried out snowshoeing!

Eunji Ryu, Lontfobeko Manana, and Ian Su in the MCC Alberta office.

Hanging out by the Christmas tree. From right to left, Dean Bachman 
(host dad), Melissa Nomakhosi Ndlovu (IVEPer), Beth Gerig (host mom), 
and Hannah Bachman (host sister).

Maria René Saucedo and Joan Mshelia enjoy a buggy ride to Sunday 
church in Dayton, Virginia.



INtErNAtIONAl VOlUNtEEr ExChANgE PrOgrAm 35

Suyeon Kang setting up hundreds of birds for an art 
display at her office at Conrad Grebel.

Mpony Lekhalanyane skating on the Red River in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Yasmin Santos Amaral, hanging out with her host family.

The Saskatchewan IVEP team exploring the city of Saskatoon, known as 
the city of bridges, in October of 2018.

Manitoba IVEPers hanging out for a movie night.

Ontario IVEPers checking out the sap running at the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival.


