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IVEPers at the Mid-year Conference in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.

I once heard a participant describe their service term as a season of being in the wilderness:
Wilderness (n.) “An outside area in which plants are left to grow naturally or untidily.”
Did your service year feel a bit untidy?
During your service year you entered a context previously unknown to you where you were left to grow – naturally
and untidily. Immersion into a space and place that is unfamiliar can bring out both the beautiful and the rugged parts
of us. There were times during your service when you excelled in relationships and community. But there were also
times when you didn’t quite measure up to the expectations placed on you, by yourself or by others. Some parts of your
experience have left you questioning. Some parts have left you challenged. These are the untidy bits. But isn’t that the
way growth always is? We grow in ways that are unexpected and sometimes unnoticed – until there comes a point when
we can clearly see that growth has occurred. The growth is something that cannot be taken back, and it shapes your way
forward.
We see that in you. The content reflected in these pages tells the many stories of growth over the 2017-18 service year. As
you look back on your experience, and the experiences of others, you will see that each person has grown – at their own
pace, in their own way. Some grew toward the place they were stretching for at the beginning of the service term. Others
grew in an unexpected direction. Some grew more fully into the form they had when the service term started. Others
grew to exhibit new and different features. Each is changed. Each is moving forward.
Growth takes courage. Growth calls us into places and spaces where we have not
ventured before. There is an element of surrender, a loss of control and a deep
measure of faith that is needed. However, when we are willing to surrender control,
we can be confident that our Creator is faithful to meet us in these places. He has
gone before us and prepared the way. He is no stranger to the wilderness.
As you begin the process of re-entry, may you grow forward into this next season
full of hope and confidence that in the wilderness you are never alone. The One who
has called you is faithful.

Katie Laban
Global Service Learning Department
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MCC Global Service Learning Department Staff
Standing together on the front stoop of the International Guest House in Washington, D.C.,
from left to right in the back row, Andrea Geiser*, Kathryn Deckert***, Wade Snowdon**.
From left to right in the front row, Danilo Sanchez*, Natasha Tuininga**, Helen Yocum*,
and Chris Landes*. Katie Laban** is featured in the photo below.
Global Service Learning (GSL) Department’s purpose and mission is to develop and
resource short-term, introductory service-learning opportunities within MCC, with the aim
of facilitating increased understanding and relationships among communities worldwide.
Current programs include: SALT, IVEP, YAMEN and Seed. GSL also resources Work and
Learn Teams and Learning Tours, SOOP (Canada), Summerbridge and Summer Service.
*Based in Akron, Pennsylvania **Based in Winnipeg, Manitoba
***Based in Toronto, Ontario
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Hashem Ammari (Jordan)
Teacher’s Assistant, Central Christian School
Kidron, Ohio, USA
First Impression or Differences: I was shocked when I
first arrived at my assignment town due to how rural it
is! To discover that Amish people exist and learn about
conservative Mennonites was very new to me! I never
expected the U.S. would look like this! One more big
difference is the way people treat each other and what
they value in any communication. I figured that they
don’t exaggerate expressing emotions, and they don’t use
a lot of intonation in their conversation, unlike Jordan!
This led me to misunderstand a LOT of things. One last
thing, when it gets cold in here, IT’S DEADLY!
Memorable or Funny Experience: One of the teachers
I’ve worked closely with came up to me and told me
“Hashem, you are a gift from God.” It was shocking
enough that I don’t think I will ever forget that moment!
Faith Journey: I became aware of my weaknesses, and I
learned more about myself in a very direct way. It’s like
I took a deeper route to my own personality, and I came
across things I never thought existed; at some point it
made me very sad realizing those things. But looking at
the bigger picture now I know what I need and what
I should work on. This experience destroyed ALL the
stereotypes I had about other cultures and countries. It
made me understand that without diversity the world
would be such a boring, miserable place.
Career/Professional Development: Throughout this
experience I learnt tons of new things; here are some
highlights: I served in a professional teaching institute
and learned a lot from the staff about teaching methods,
and better ways to get the students attention. It helped
me develop efficient commutation skills. I got the
chance to accompany a REAL choir and play with an
orchestra. It helped me develop complete confidence
to stand in public and express my ideas. Working in
this environment taught me that it’s okay to have crazy
ideas. Also, it gave me little skills, which are also very
essential, such as using copying machines EFFICIENTLY,
backstage managing, preparing the performing stage
for concerts, doing the lighting for a musical (how to
use this big pad with 100s of buttons); I worked as a
director’s assistant for high school plays. It developed
my art abilities a LOT through helping the elementary
students and simplifying things for them, and finally it
made me a much better planner and organizer.
New Perspectives: I am more aware of everything, and I
am much less judgmental!
Future Plans: Cry for couple months haha! I have
no idea what’s coming next. I am eager to finish my
education and start another journey on some other
continent! Or pursue Music. I also might go to Germany
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or France to learn the language… but at this moment
music has the biggest impact on me!

Kate Memorie Apondi (Kenya)
Teacher’s Assistant, Quakertown Christian School
Quakertown, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: American roads are the
first thing that caught my eye and the fact that people
rarely walk on the streets; back at home, we have more
human traffic than car traffic.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Watching the Super
Bowl Championship with my host family, being part of
that experience was just awesome! #FLY EAGLES FLY#
Faith Journey: I came to the U.S. not knowing that
working here as a volunteer would be what brings me
closer to God. I must say my faith in Christ has really
grown stronger than it has ever been, and I thank MCC
for giving me a good working place and wonderful hosts
that led me to this realization.
Career/Professional Development: I came to the U.S. with
skills to teach only high school kids; right now, I am a
very, and I mean VERY, good gym teacher. I have learnt
how to work with kids who have special needs. I even
started a cheerleading team at the school. My whole
experience has been positive. I can go home knowing
that I now have leadership skills, all thanks to MCC.
New Perspectives: I have learnt not to take things for
granted. People mostly think if you go the U.S. you are well
off and set for life; I came here and realized that Kenya is
way better than the U.S. in some respects. This does not
mean the U.S. is bad, no it isn’t; in fact, it is way better if I
was to compare most things, but it’s the tiny differences that
makes you appreciate every place you go to.
Future Plans: During my stay, I realized that my pastor
at East Swamp Mennonite Church has a sister who
works at the school I dream of working at back in
Kenya. So far, I have sent in my documents and I am in
the final stage of finding out whether I will get the job,
but all looks good, thanks to my pastor.

Ruchi Ashawan (India)
International Community Relations Volunteer, Centre
for Newcomers
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
First Impression or Differences: Everything is very
organized, beautiful houses, roads and everyone is kind and
helpful. Canada is totally different from India. When I came
here everything was new for me. When I left it was 30ºC in
India and when I came here it was cold. In India we walk
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on the left side but here we walk on the right side. Food is
also different here. It took a long time to adjust to because
I’m used to eating spicy food in my home country.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Once, when Katerina
Oliferovska visited me, my host’s friend invited us for
dinner and games. After we finished dinner, his landlord
came to his apartment to say hello. He was an old man,
and he sat there and talked about his life story. He talked
for about three hours continuously. We were just looking
at each other because we all were getting tired, but he
wouldn’t stop talking. Everyone was pretending that
we were very interested in his stories and were trying
to control our laughter. My host’s friend was trying
to make him leave, but he didn’t stop talking, which
resulted in us coming back home at midnight. Whenever
we think about that day we cannot stop laughing.
Faith Journey: My faith in God is very strong. I am
from a religious family and sometimes I just sit with
my family and talk about the Bible. I ask my parents
questions about the Bible, and we can spend hours on
that discussion. Before coming here, I was wondering
what kind of host family I would get. But my host is
much the same; sometimes we talk about the Bible for
a long time and we pray together for our friends and
neighbors. All these things bring me closer to God. This
year I learned that God has been so good to me. I always
feel his presence in my life and he always cares about me
even in hard times, when I feel sad and when challenges
come, he encourages me, he gives me strength. He shows
me I am not alone, and he has a big plan for my life.
Career/Professional Development: In my work place I
learned to be flexible because we worked with volunteers
and sometimes they are not able to come so I became very
flexible to work in different programs. Also, I can see that
my presentation skills improved here because every week I
give presentations about our organization and I feel more
confident when I speak in front of a group.
New Perspectives: I work in an immigrant’s service
agency and we help new immigrants to settle in Canada.
After working here my ways of thinking changed. Now
I can say that each passing day I feel more passionate
about helping people in need. I learned that good
communication begins with talking in a polite way, no
judgment, just respect and love for each other.
Future Plans: Before I came here I worked as an assistant
accountant; after going back I will do the same job, but
not in the same place.

Dadung Peter Bot (Nigeria)

Store Assistant, Village Green Thrift Store
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada
First Impression or Differences: The community in
Saskatoon is quite different to communities in Nigeria.
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In a Nigerian community, you are expected to know
almost everything about those around you. People visit
their neighbors even without notice. My first impression
of Saskatoon, was that it is an organized community
that works together as neighbors like shoveling the snow
on the sidewalk together, and everyone must come out.
But it is quite different here, people are more reserved
and live an individual kind of life, doing things alone.
My first impression of my assignment placement in
Village Green store was it would be like stores in Nigeria
where you take instructions from the boss before doing
anything, and you can only be creative with what you
are asked to do, and that there is a hierarchy of authority
that you have to follow, but at Village Green Thrift
Store there is no authority, we worked together as one
authority. You can’t differentiate between the boss and
the other workers; everyone is expected to be creative
and try new things to have better sales, no restrictions.
Memorable or Funny Experience: The midyear IVEP
conference, meeting people from 30 different countries
and spending time with them, was so amazing. All
the places my provincial coordinator took us to are
so memorable. I remember trying to skate for the very
first time – I thought it would be quite easy and simple,
watching it on TV and seeing those small guys under 10
years old doing it. I was so confident that I could do it,
I was even telling my friends that I would not fall, but
to my great surprise it’s not easy! I fell more than 10
times. Some funny experiences I have to include: funny
questions that people asked me. I usually tell my host
that they are stupid questions, for example: Do you have
paved roads in your country? Do you have electricity?
Do people in your country speak English? And so on. I
can remember pretending like I don’t understand English
when a customer asked me for something that I had no
idea of where to find it in the store. I just pointed to my
boss. Another day my host asked me to get her peanuts
in the kitchen. I looked everywhere, but couldn’t find it,
but all the while it was right before me; I didn’t know
that she was referring to what I know as groundnut.
Faith Journey: My faith journey at first was a struggle. I
didn’t find the way of corporate worship here interesting.
I felt like I was not worshipping God enough. I also
found it difficult to pray, but I later got a new insight of
seeing God in the way the people worship even though
differently from how I do it. Finding someone to pray
with together truly helps me.
Career/Professional Development: I have learned retail
skills during my stay in the thrift store, which is a new
experience for me entirely.
New Perspectives: I used to live independently from
anyone, doing my own thing, my way, but I see myself
now able to live a dependent life, allowing other people
space into my life. I also learned to look at others with
respect and kindness, because they have a reason why
they do what they do. I learned to always let them
express their view then I have a better chance to help
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them. I discovered most people have the wrong view
about my country, as well as most people in my country
hold a wrong view of other countries and cultures.
Future Plans: I hope to go back home to get a job, settle
down and get married. Hopefully after that get back
to school for my master’s degree in Education. As long
as I live, I want to be a peace ambassador, serving God
wherever I find myself.

Bisna (Rabin) Budha (Nepal)
Community Worker, St. James Drop-in Centre
Montréal, Québec, Canada
First Impression or Differences: This was my first time
ever in North America. I was really shocked about the
development, like tall buildings, bridges and even the
advance transportation. I really had a different feeling
meeting people from different countries, cultures and
languages. Regardless of differences, we all had a
common faith in Christ.
Memorable or Funny Experience: When I arrived in
my assignment province, I, with my other friends, was
invited to a church on Sunday morning. The church was
quite far from our residence, so we got up early and
hurried to the church. When we reached the church door
it was locked from the inside. We waited for more than
20 minutes hoping somebody would open the door, but
nobody came. We didn’t even know the doorbell code.
We didn’t have a telephone to call, so we returned to our
residence. We all were sad about it.
Faith Journey: In the beginning I really had a very
difficult time because I met lots of people who were
defining and interpreting Christian faith in their
own understanding. I was getting confused about
my Christian faith when looking at the people that I
encountered in my church, workplace and even in the
residence. As time passed, I began to pray about my
faith. I was determined to live my life as the Bible says,
not by what my friends or my coworkers interpret. The
verse that helped me a lot was Hebrews 12:2: “Fixing
our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For
the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.”

different countries and people, but I have learnt to view
life in a bigger picture and I have learned more about the
meaning of my life that God has for me. I have learnt to
be more humble and peaceful.
Future Plans: I am planning to work in my NGO called
Light Nepal, which works in one of the most remote
areas of Nepal. This NGO aims to do humanitarian
relief, resilient livelihood, basic health and community
development.

Davi Butzke (Brazil)
Group Host Guide, Winnipeg Harvest
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
First Impression or Differences: The amount of people
from everywhere in this world gathered in only one
country, that was something that amazed me a lot.
Memorable or Funny Experience: When we had an IVEP
event in Winnipeg I was told to “dress warm,” but I
showed up wearing shorts and a very soft t-shirt and
everyone made fun of me because in my understanding
the expression “dress warm” mean to use light and
comfortable clothes. Only one addendum, it was a very
cold night.
Faith Journey: I was afraid of losing my faith in Jesus
living in a place where I could get so many experiences,
visit so many places, get to know so many people and no
longer care about my faith because of all the adventure
and fun I was having, but in fact my faith was all that
I had to help me go through this journey, which is not
a piece of cake. I will never be mature enough to say I
have faith enough, so I will always humble myself and
acknowledge that I always have something to improve
in my faith and that I know so little about God that I
always have to seek him because God is so much bigger
than any knowledge we could ever conceive about him.
Career/Professional Development: I learned how to talk
to people in public and not be afraid of doing that. I also
learned how to be respectful of people from different
backgrounds and I also have the privilege to learn
English, which is great for my whole lifetime.

Career/Professional Development: Working at the dropin centre at St. James has allowed me to know about
the social problems in Montréal, including homelessness
and mental illness. I am now able to differentiate cases
and use some of the case work tools and techniques.
I have learnt more about different mental disabilities,
homelessness and drug abuse.

New Perspectives: I became more passionate about my
home country after living one year far from home. I used
to depreciate Brazil because of the many issues we’ve
got there, but I realized how I love the land of Samba,
soccer and welcoming people. I am not saying that Brazil
is superior than any other country, but this journey in
Canada helped me to see beauty that I hadn’t seen before
in Brazil.

New Perspectives: The way that I used to think of the
surroundings, problems and way of doing things has
really changed. I used to believe more stereotypes about

Future Plans: I want to serve people in many ways. I
want to share my experiences with whoever comes to me
and use them to help whoever needs to be helped.
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Chao Chen

(China)
Manager Assistant, Landis Communities
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: I traveled with my
friend, Rongbin, another IVEPer, to the U.S. The
whole journey was full of surprise. Our first flight was
cancelled twice. After dozens of calls back and forth,
finally we were waiting to check-in, and my passport
info somehow was wrong. It felt so unreal when I
arrived in Akron.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Who can say no to
delicious cheese beef soup and buggies. That was a very
fun trip to Virginia in October. If you have the chance to
go to an MCC relief sale, please take a bite of the fresh
donuts, you will love that.
Faith Journey: I am not coming from a Mennonite
church. This year is a whole new view into the
Mennonite denomination. I am impressed by how they
help people around the world, from children to the
elderly. I hope I can carry on the same spirit when I get
back to China.
Career/Professional Development: I have had a
wonderful experience in Landis communities. I am so
glad I can participate in Adult Daycare and Landis At
Home, in addition to my assignment. Steeple View Lofts,
my workplace, is a new business model for the retired
community. So far, it’s running so well. People enjoy the
close neighbourhood community in downtown.

Deuzoumbé Alexis Chindebya (Chad)
Agricultural Intern, Green Field Farms Co-op
Wooster, Ohio, USA

First Impression or Differences: Food and using a spoon
and fork.
Memorable or Funny Experience: When the snow started,
one day I was out in the morning and I saw smoke
coming out of my mouth and I was amazed. I wondered
if my intestines were burning in my stomach? When I
was at work I saw the same thing happening with others,
so I asked my boss and he explained that when it’s cold
outside and your breath is warm, that is what happens.
I said that I thought my intestines were burning so I
wanted to call MCC. They really laughed that day.
Faith Journey: A difficulty I have seen is how stiff the
congregation is when worshiping. The most important
thing I learned is true love. My host family, Myron and
Sheryl Weaver, taught me the true love we must have for
one another as Christians. Since I’ve been with them,
I’ve never seen them worry about each other. And they
love each other as much now as they did when they got
married, 38 years ago. I would like to be a very good
husband for my future wife and a good father for my
children and a person who will rest in the peace around
him. I am very happy. Thank you MCC.
Career/Professional Development: I’m returning to my
country.
New Perspectives: Organization and scheduling my time
have been two areas that I have been working at and
learning new ways to adapt. Consideration of women’s
voices being heard and valued has been encouraging
since back in my country, women are not considered as
equal to men. God has created all of us in his image and
has given all of us ideas and gifts to work together to
build his Kingdom.

New Perspectives: I just had my 31st birthday in
February. My IVEP friends asked me what it’s like to be
over 30. It’s not a lot different, when serving 11 months,
you know exactly who you are, what you are good at
and which kinds of thing you are interested in. You are
more considerate about your behavior and how your
words impact others. You will notice you might serve
people the way it works for them, not what works for
you. You will see different personalities. Some might
inspire you, some might be unpleasant from every side.
None of that should be the reason for you to stop caring
for one another. You will be more independent and
strong inside.

Mizinga Choompa (Zambia)

Future Plans: I will still serve my church. I care about
aging people; we are all getting older every day. It’s not
a scary thing, actually it’s just life’s journey. How to help
others, even myself, to go through the aging process,
would be the next step for me.

First Impression or Differences: I thought everywhere in the
U.S. was just super nice, with tall buildings, people who
always have fun, and spend a lot of money on nice and
beautiful cars. In reality, there are communities of people
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Future Plans: Hopefully my experience in the IVEP
program will help me get a job so that I can rent a house
and work at future plans of getting married. I also hope
to be able to begin the project God has laid on my heart
of hosting children who don’t have a family to love and
care for them. For that to be possible, I would like to
raise chickens and provide eggs to sell.

Agricultural Intern, Venture Heritage Farm
Dalton, Ohio, USA
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who are living simple lives, there are people who are not
doing well financially, and people who are homeless, but
most importantly they are people who live a Christ-like
life. They are so many differences between my home
country and the U.S.: the weather is different, technology
is different, what people believe about God is different,
the food and attitudes toward things are different.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I have done so many
things just for fun: going sledding and tubing with my
boss and host family together, unicycling with my host
family together, splitting wood with host grandparents
and playing different games with them, also at work
using robots during sessions at the robot club. And I
can’t forget our IVEP retreats, well planned and well
organized, just being with different friends from different
countries and cultures was so much fun.
Faith Journey: It wasn’t easy for me this year to grow
in my spirituality because the church is different, and the
programs are different from my home church. However,
I have seen God working in my life this year through the
church, family, work and the entire community. I really
thank God for this year, because indeed I will never forget
this year. The highlights are when we asked to lead praise
and worship at two different churches, when I was asked to
preach at our church, participating in the live nativity and
also speaking to high school students at a worship night.
Career/Professional Development: I have learnt a lot of
things, starting with the farm work, making compost,
seed bed preparation, planting, weeding, harvesting,
marketing and selling, soil maintenance, electric fence
repair, fence making and machine operations. And the
plant, drawing, design and fabrication, iron cutting,
welding, grinding, striping and painting, assembling and
also learning to think outside the box.
New Perspectives: My mind is now broad, ready to
think and try new things. The way I see people now is
different, every person has a good side. I have learnt not
to judge others, but I must learn their culture and story
and just enjoy being with them. I have also learnt that
each and every culture is significant, so I should value
my culture and other people’s culture.
Future Plans: I want to work on educating people in my
community on things I have learnt, teaching them about
peace. I also want to start different projects that I think
will eventually improve my community and country. I’m
hoping to work in the government under the Ministry of
Agriculture and share my skills with others.

Vera De Los Santos (Brazil)
Chaplain and Activity Assistant, Menno Place
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression or Differences: Here in Canada the
people have their meals earlier than in Brazil, and the
types of food are different.
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Memorable or Funny Experience: We went to my
coordinator’s house to celebrate Thanksgiving; besides
eating a lot, we played a game with some really cool
rules ... it was a perfect day with other IVEPers.
Faith Journey: Well, I go to church with my host family
and I think it’s really cool... I’m doing a Bible study
at church. But I feel a little frustrated about the youth
group because I have not been able to adapt to their
style of meeting. I believe that I’ve grown in relation to
my faith and my principles.
Career/Professional Development: My work has really
been a time when I challenge myself every day because I
have learned to do things that I never imagined I could
do. For example, last week my boss got sick, so I had to
take on some of her functions, which included leading
devotionals (singing, preaching and praying in English)
and this really is a challenge for me because I am
ashamed to sing in front of people and have never led a
group before.
New Perspectives: I really believe that I have changed
some ways of thinking and acting. I know that when
I return to my country I will have to get used to my
culture again and that maybe it will be a bit difficult. But
my hope is to continue to learn more about myself and
to help more in my church with what I learned here.
Future Plans: I want to talk about what I learned here
in Canada (culture, food, places and people). I want to
study and continue to serve my church with the new
things I learned.

Lorenzo Fellycyano (Indonesia)

Host, Kindred Credit Union Centre for Peace
Advancement, Conrad Grebel University College
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada
First Impression or Differences: I have spent most of
my life living in vibrant communities closer to that of
Toronto or Vancouver. I could not imagine living in the
countryside, and not having 24/7 internet connection
would be unimaginable. Even though those were not
the case for me, the area where I had my placement was
strangely quiet. It was both peaceful and frustrating.
People live farther from each other, preserving their
independent and self-reliant way of life. It is also
perfectly acceptable to say, “I am not comfortable,”
while in the culture where I grew up, I am expected to
follow the rest without objection. Speaking of choice and
preference, prosperity surely makes having a wider range
of alternatives possible.
Memorable or Funny Experience: It was the Winter
Reading Week at the University of Waterloo.
Surprisingly, it was the time for most of the students
not to read! Lots of students (and staff, including me)
went on vacation. At the CPA (my placement), we had
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the Peace Innovators’ Forum every Thursday during
lunchtime. It means I had this once-a-week relief from
preparing lunch. That Thursday, right after the mid-year
conference, was a perfect time not to bring lunch. I was
rushing to the bus stop that morning after sleeping for
nine hours. I did not eat breakfast. I survived the day
with only two bananas, a bit of pudding, and two small
pieces of chocolate, realizing that there was no free lunch
as they were busy reading (or traveling).
Faith Journey: Being in a Mennonite church of all-white
congregants was not as easy as I thought. I felt like God
has now been farther than ever before. I found it difficult
to make connections based on experiences, perspectives,
or interests. There were almost no people of my age. The
only shared identity is that we are all Christians. Many
people do not attend Sunday services regularly and
declining participation in church life also troubles me.
Besides those struggles, I enjoyed experiencing different
expressions of Christian faith, and have become a less
doctrine-centric person.
Career/Professional Development: Surrounded by
innovative organizations working toward the betterment of
the society forced me to rethink the goals of my life. This
awesome program has helped me broaden my horizons and
truly realize my existence as a part of the global community.
The world is not limited to Java, neither is my career. The
work of MCC and other organizations has inspired me in
working strategically to support changes happening in
places where it is needed the most. It has given me a
meaningful hint of my career aspiration. I have developed a
more active role in pursuing new opportunities, too.
New Perspectives: This journey has brought me into
a more optimistic view of Indonesia. I am proud of its
relatively new universal health-care system. A year spent
in an amazing country built on the honor system was
also enlightening. Theft and speeding happen. But still,
self-checkouts are common and social trust is observable.
Understanding such cross-cultural differences could
not be more fun and challenging than that of handson experience. I have been more appreciative of the
wider range of diversity, including functional diversity.
My attitude toward the value of time has shifted. I like
planning ahead while appreciating spontaneity and
flexibility. At last, North American Mennonites and
their values have influenced me, for the better or worse.
(That’s cultural relativism!)
Future Plans: I am going to improve my English while
applying for a master’s scholarship in international
development. Working for an NGO as a first-hand
experience before continuing my study would be an
excellent opportunity I would not refuse. I will keep
getting involved in communities, including a church and
an interfaith group, as well. I am also hoping to meet my
friends, you, in Indonesia for the 2021 Mennonite World
Conference Assembly.
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Mina Garas (Egypt)
Group Host Guide, Winnipeg Harvest
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
First Impression or Differences: Weather, of course.
Canada is a very cool country and Egypt is a very hot
country. People, in Canada everyone has their own life,
but in Egypt people are very welcoming and you can talk
with anyone on a bus or on the street. Also, Canada is
a free country and culture based on freedom, whereas
Egypt is a traditional country.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I cannot forget, of
course, the first time I tried skating. I was like a child
who tries to walk and falls a lot. You just want to stand
and you can’t, but it was very enjoyable and a new
experience, and I will not find it in Egypt.
Faith Journey: With IVEP you can see the big picture for
the whole world and you can see God’s love; He is the
cross for everyone. For me it is hard keeping my faith in
a different culture. It is a hard time when I want to share
about my faith or my church, but here I learned that my
faith is something between me and God.
Career/Professional Development: I learned how to help
people without judging; anyone is deserving, just look
for humanity. Also, I learned how to make plans and
tasks and now I can respect time with other people. I can
find different ways to collect donations to help people
who need food.
New Perspectives: Life is too short to live just for
yourself … if you want to find yourself just find people
you can serve, then you can find love. Our job is not to
find who is deserving or not; our job is to love, to make
others happy and to draw a big smile on each face.
Future Plans: First, I want to share my experience with
others and talk about my new idea for different faces
from life. Second, I will really try to make a small food
bank for my community and I will apply all the ideas I
have taken from Winnipeg Harvest. But the important
thing is to change minds.

Rina Maria Garcia Rosal (Guatemala)
Teacher’s Assistant, Spanish Immersion Program, Locust
Grove Campus, Lancaster Mennonite Schools
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: No doubt my first
impression was to think, where are the people? I am a
city girl used to being surrounded by houses, cars, buses,
shops. You can find me all the time with a neighbor
talking, sharing a greeting, or running to the store that
is two houses away because I need an egg. Everything
here is so different. I discovered that people prefer to
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spend as much time as possible inside their homes and
not leave if it is not necessary. It was a very big change
because I had to live on a farm, and the only thing I
thought at the beginning was, where are my neighbors?
I have lived surrounded by trees, harvests, and enjoyed
a lot of time of peace and tranquility. I went to big
cities like New York and being in this stage I can assure
you that nothing would change the blessing of living
in this small town of New Holland. I have so much
fun when the people in Guatemala do not believe that
the U.S. is not just a country full of cities, and that life
in the countryside will always be the best. Another of
the biggest differences has been that I come from a hot
culture. People are more expressive, more emotional,
while here people are more direct, colder. Although it has
been complicated, over time, I’m still not sure if I have
learned to be a cold person, or the people that surround
me here have learned to be warmer like me, but I must
say, we have done very well together.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I have had the
opportunity to live with a quite original family. I
remember that one day with a lot of snow, all the
IVEPers shared photos of their snowmen (like normal
people) but I could only share photos of me sitting on a
metal disk tied to a huge tractor that my host dad pulled
around the farm. I discovered that in the snow there are
many interesting things to do if you have a family that’s
a little crazy.
Faith Journey: I understand that God is not wrong.
He has shown me many things through this time, but
above all he loves me and has great plans for my life.
There were moments where I did not want to be here.
I was frustrated not understanding the language and
I did not feel happy, but God filled me with strength
and with special people and God opened my mind and
heart. Although I still have complications, today I can
say that this will always be the best present and the best
experience of my life.
Career/Professional Development: I graduated as a
teacher four years ago and this has been one of the best
opportunities to learn new ideas, new methods, and new
teaching methods, and certainly learn from education and
its methodology here, which has inspired me to continue
working and trying every day to be a better teacher. I want
to change the lives of children in my country.

serving others and share the love of God through
different actions. My dream is to continue knowing,
learning, traveling and living my life, something special,
for the service of God.

Miyoba Hambayi (Zambia)
Manager in Training, Nearly New Thrift Shop
Reedley, California, USA
First Impression or Differences: I had an impression that
almost every part of the U.S. is very cold, but it gets
hotter and colder than it is in Zambia. Zambians treat
people of every race equally but it’s somewhat different
here. The idea of eating together and visiting each other
more often is more common in the U.S. Zambia receives
high amounts of rain and doesn’t produce much on an
agricultural level, but California receives little or no rain
but produces the highest amount of fruit in the world.
Memorable or Funny Experience: The time my host
family and I went over to Los Angeles for my vacation.
It was the best week in that I grew up loving the T.V.
show “The Big Bang Theory,” and inspired by a good
friend, Mwendo Shaputu, we planned a trip to the
Warner Bros. Studio. During the tour at the studio we
went to the actual stage where The Big Bang Theory is
acted; how amazed I was. I actually sat on the couch
that they use in the T.V. show “Friends.” I saw many
amazing things like the Superman and Wonder Woman
costumes, Harry Potter hat, iron throne from Game of
Thrones, etc. I have been to quite a few places, but this
moment was my memorable experience.
Faith Journey: My faith has been strengthened as
my host parents made me go to choir with them and
church. I was shy to sing in front of people but now I
can easily do that. My faith was shaken for a bit when
I experienced many losses during my service year that
I almost stopped me from going to church, but God
helped me through my host parents and I’m getting back
on my feet. Having to understand and tolerate many
people at the store showed me how patient I really am.
Different people came in and said a lot and treated me
differently, but I had to tolerate all that regardless.

New Perspectives: It has been a very impressive change,
since many times we do not value what we have until we
are far from our country. It has opened my mind to want
to continue working for my people, always fighting for
a better future. It has taught me also that we are all so
different and meeting people from so many countries has
been the best opportunity to understand that despite the
differences we serve the same God and together we will
continue to transform lives for His service.

Career/Professional Development: I learned the basics
in Spanish as my town has plenty of Hispanic people.
I learned how to run the store without supervision. I
learned how to make decisions based on what’s worth
taking or keeping in the store. I learned how to be
patient and tolerate people regardless. Now I can sing,
which is an achievement. This experience has influenced
my career aspirations in that I am an economist and
business oriented. Before I was helping my mother run
her store, now I can officially open my own and be able
to manage it as I have learnt from here.

Future Plans: I want to finish my career as a social
worker. I want to find a job that allows me to continue

New Perspectives: Ignoring people at times is the best
way to avoid quarrels. Understanding that people
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view things differently should be reason enough not to
judge others. Despite what happens you can archive
what you put your mind to. Despite all these difficult
times I encountered I still tried my best to continue on
this journey I started and despite being really close to
quitting I still tried my best not to. Looking up to God
when you’re down is the best remedy, and music.
Future Plans: Hopefully open a store and run it on my
own then with time employ someone as I go back to
school to further my studies while still being able to
manage it.

Moses Hankombo (Zambia)
Staff Assistant, Circles of Support and Accountability/
Sales Associate, Ten Thousand Villages
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
First Impression or Differences: My first impression
about Canada was the snow.
Memorable or Funny Experience: One evening after a
tiresome Tuesday, I was about to leave the store and
before leaving I made sure that everyone knew I was
leaving. I bundled up as per custom and since I was
already at the back door I yelled, “I am out, girls!”
and they yelled back to me “Have a good night and
See You” but amongst the voices one of the girls had
yelled back to me, “Okie dokie” but what I heard was,
“Okay, donkey.” I recognized the voice that had yelled
those words, but I couldn’t approach her to find out
what she meant. I fought against the feeling in myself,
but I developed a hate for that person. Days later she
noticed the distance and approached me to ask me how
things were going so far. I did not want to share my
experience but since she asked, I answered her. As we
spoke I decided to tell her that I wasn’t happy with what
she had said to me some few days before. She apologized
and told me the real words she had uttered and said,
“It’s just a slang and I didn’t mean to hurt you.” Then
I realized my fault and recalled some of the helpful
advice found in the IVEP manual for participants, which
says: It’s okay to think “this is stupid” but don’t say it.
And I also learned that it’s always important to seek
clarification before taking action. We are now good
friends and we love working together.
Faith Journey: Even though I could attend church
every Sunday with my host I found it hard to put the
message into practice since I am used to a rebuke-kind of
preaching and not preaching that is more like teaching.
After a while my spirit settled, and I now enjoy every
worship.
Career/Professional Development: This year has taught
me to be patient in everything I do. It has taught me not
to be judgmental with my clients.
New Perspectives: “Wherever you go, there are a few
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things to laugh about and there are a lot of things
to learn,” quoting one lady I was talking to. What is
normal here is abnormal in my home country, things like
kissing in church and in public.
Future Plans: There is an organization that works in
partnership with MCC that I might be working with for
a year, then I don’t know what happens after.

Roky Hembrom (Bangladesh)
Manager’s Assistant, Save and Serve Thrift Shop
Millersburg, Ohio, USA
First Impression or Differences: The first time I arrived
in the U.S. my first impression was, where are all the
people? Because where I come from is a heavily, densely
populated country and people are everywhere. In the
U.S. there is a lot of empty space. I was trying to find
public transportation, but I don’t find any in this area.
Many people in the U.S. have cars, but in my country we
depend on public transportation.
Memorable or Funny Experience: There are lots of funny
and memorable things, as I passed my wonderful time
in the U.S. I did lots of fun things; I went ice fishing in
the winter time and sledding. I also went regular fishing
in ponds and lakes in warmer weather. I went dirt bike
riding with a friend. In summer time, my host family
daughter and her family took me tubing, boating and
swimming in the lake. My host family bought a fishing
license for me. My host family took me many places
like Washington D.C., Florida, hunting in Indiana and
we spent lots of good times together. At my work place
everybody liked me, and they have a lot of fun with me.
One day before Valentine’s day I was working and one
volunteer, a 78-year-old lady came to me and gave me a
Valentine card and one Canadian coin. She told me this
coin was given to her by her niece and she gave it to me
as a souvenir. She said, “You take it.” That day I was
really surprised, and I felt so good. And now when I am
writing this article, an Amish lady volunteer came to my
desk and asked me, “When are you going to go back to
your country?” I told her the 1st week in July and she
asked me why, and told me stay one more year, I got
lots of love from volunteers. I took lots of pictures in the
U.S., more than 5,000, to help remind me of my IVEPer
year and all the many memories I have.
Faith Journey: God taught me many things in the U.S.
When I think about my past, I feel how very blessed
I am. God has greatly blessed me, and He continues
blessing me every day.
Career/Professional Development: I have learned lots
of things this year. I hope and believe this IVEPer
experience will help me in my future professional life.
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New Perspectives: My perspective has changed about
the U.S. Before I came, I thought all people in the U.S.
are so intelligent, but it’s not true. They have many
intelligent people, but not all the people are. God gave
all people the same knowledge and now my confidence
has improved because of this IVEP program. In the U.S.,
many people do volunteer work, but in my country,
people don’t do anything without profit.
Future Plans: I have a few plans for my future, but I
know God has a plan for me. First, I’ll find a job for
my living. I would like to help people in my country
somehow. My country is a very poor country. I will
try to explain my beliefs with people. I believe that if a
person believes in God and depends on Him, God will
take care of him/her.

Phonexanith Inphonephong (Laos)
Retail Assistant, Harrisonburg Gift & Thrift, Inc.
Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA
First Impression or Differences: My first impression of
the U.S. was most of the people in my community are
so polite, welcoming, and generous. They respect the
Lord and live very close in God’s word, especially the
Mennonite families. The U.S. is huge, it’s such a big
country compared to Laos. The education system is so
good and so advanced; also, the security systems are so
safe. The foods are different from Laos, here they have
a different kind of food in each season, but in Laos
every day and every meal has sticky rice. There are four
seasons in the U.S., but only two in Laos.
Memorable or Funny Experience: When I first saw snow,
I thought I was dreaming. I ran outside quickly with
my host brother to feel the snow. I was so excited that
I didn’t wear a coat, so that by the time I realized the
really cold weather, I was freezing all over. It was so
much fun and such a wonderful time for me. I made a
snowman and took a lot of pictures.

Eun Hee Jang (Republic of Korea (South Korea))
Pastoral & Life Enrichment Intern, Garden Spot Village
New Holland, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: My first impression of
the U.S. is that it is a huge land. On the last day of the
orientation, I went to the nearest store by walking from
MCC Akron with Chao Chen, and we got lost. We tried
to ask people for directions on the way, but there were
just three groups of people on the street during the twohour round trip. In Republic of Korea (South Korea),
I only have to cross the street, and there would be a
convenience store.
Memorable or Funny Experience: It was my birthday.
I was expecting to go to a special restaurant for my
birthday. That the night, we left to go to dinner with my
host family and Jee Hyun for the very fancy restaurant
that is in my imagination. When we arrived at the
FANCY restaurant, we all laughed. It is KFC. My host
family chose it because my favorite food is fried chicken.
They knew my favorite and made me laugh. It was the
best restaurant in town. When I return to Republic of
Korea (South Korea), if I see KFC, I will remember
my birthday with them in the U.S. There is one more
surprising thing about my birthday, I made sweet potato
cakes for my birthday. I was so happy and thankful
to them for having delicious food and celebrating my
birthday.
Faith Journey: My IVEP year made me explore the
spiritual foundation that will be my journey toward
peacebuilding. During the year, I met friends from
various countries and saw various dreams. Before I came
to IVEP, I had an “ordinary” goal of getting a job and
getting married after graduation. But now I have bigger
vision. This is not to belittle the ordinary goal. I am
going to be a Christian who works for others with the
talent God has given me. I have made a year of pursuing
more practice or something other than academics. I am
looking at the possibility that I can impact my life and
potentially someone else’s.

New Perspectives: Through this program I have learnt
a lot of things that helped me be more mature and a
stronger person. I have seen good people, a good culture
and good families in the U.S.

Career/Professional Development: I taught Korean
cultural classes on different topics every month. It was
a great privilege to talk about Republic of Korea (South
Korea). In fact, I think I learned a lot about Korean
culture while preparing for the class. I spent the most
time in the class, and I knew what I liked. I thought
I liked to express more in words. I always used to be
nervous before presenting, but when I was thoroughly
prepared, I was not nervous at all. I worked hard to get
good results. In addition, I was able to learn about the
social participation of the church as I attended leadership
and ministry seminars. And I found new ideas for my
thesis.

Future Plans: When I go back to Laos I’m planning to
find a job, and I will also serve God in my church.

New Perspectives: My horizons and views have been
broadened. Before I came to the U.S., I didn’t know

Faith Journey: Through my IVEP year I have had a lot
of experience with God, and He has shown me His great
love and mercy all the time in my life. He has shown
me His faithful love, even the time that I had a big
trouble and did some things that are not glorifying Him
or against Him, but He still remains. He loves me and
always makes a way for me.
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about a lot of UXO (unexploded ordnance) in Laos,
exploitation of child labor in Bangladesh, or sexual
harassment in Egypt, but I heard the stories from IVEP
friends from each country. I have met many friends
this year. I know their stories now, and that is more
interesting than a theory or an academic definition. All
personal stories and experiences are unique; unlike any
other. Sometimes stories stimulate me to ask, “what can
I do for peacebuilding?” and they can be God’s tools for
peace.
Future Plans: Through my IVEP year, my interest in
international relations and peace studies has deepened. I
am going to pursue a doctoral program for peace study.

Ashisha Lal (India)
Management Support Worker, Thrift on Kent
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada
First Impression or Differences: My first impression
about Canada was something like this: Wow it’s so quiet
here, yayeee almost everyone has a pet!! The sky was
so clear. When my provincial coordinator was driving
me to my hosts I noticed the clouds looked exactly like
the clouds from my drawings in 1st grade! That made
me feel very happy. Canadian culture is very different
from Indian, such as how we eat and what time we eat.
In India we would have huge lunch, and then a small
dinner after 8 p.m., but in Canada we eat a small lunch
and a large dinner, which they call supper, either at 5 or
6 p.m. Also, it took me a long time to remember to walk
and drive on the right. But I did learn it and learning
new things is fun!
Memorable or Funny Experience: When I was visiting
Ruchi Ashawan in Calgary for vacation we invited
Moses Hankombo for my pre-birthday celebration with
them. Ruchi made Biryani for supper and there are
usually lots of spices in Biryani, one of which is bay leaf.
Moses, in the middle of supper, stopped eating, looked
at everyone said, “I have many questions.” We asked
him what his questions were and his reply, holding a
bay leaf in his hand, was, “Do I have to eat this?” We
laughed and told him no, it’s just to add flavor to the
rice. Then he laughed hard and started eating again. The
rest of us looked at each other and asked him what his
other questions were, and he said, “My other questions
were related to first one, how to eat this? But now that
I know I don’t have to eat it, all my questions have been
answered.” Meanwhile he had already eaten other spices
like black pepper seeds and cardamom seeds that also
are only used for flavor.
Faith Journey: My faith has grown stronger every day in
his presence. Before I applied for IVEP I was praying to
God about what’s next because I didn’t have anything
planned for myself. But because he is the creator and
has plans for us, he showed me this path and brought
me here where I could meet young adults from different
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countries and cultures, listen to their stories and widen
my horizons and grow stronger in faith. I thank the Lord
for teaching me how to love all his creation without any
conditions, throughout this year. I also thank him for
bringing me to an amazing church community where I
could spend time with their young adult group; watching
them grow in faith has helped me a lot in growing in my
faith.
Career/Professional Development: As most of the time
I work with the production and store managers. I’ve
been watching and learning how they manage the work
that happens in the back room and store. I’ve also
learned how production should continuously happen
joyfully and with lots of laughter and how a lot of
patience helps. Determination and compassion are key to
managing an organization with hundreds of volunteers.
If we do something that we are passionate about, we will
be fully determined to do it.
New Perspectives: It’s been amazing being here, I’ve
experienced and learned pretty amazing things and made
amazing friends from all over the world! I’ve realized
being an independent individual is equally important as
being surrounded by family and we must move forward
keeping both together. Every country has different
cultures, some are easy to accept, and some are difficult,
some are really good, and some are bad. Like different
sides of coin, every country in this world has its good
and bad. But seeing good in every aspect is challenging
and takes courage with God’s help.
Future Plans: I’ve always had interest in creative kind of
work where I can travel. I’ve always prayed to God that
if this is something that he wants me to do then show
me how and where to start. I’ve been growing more
confident in what kind of job I want to do so I’ll look
for jobs in a field like marketing management or event
management. I am continuing to trust in his plans for
me as I did before I came to Canada and I believe he will
guide me after going back.

Hoang Le (Vietnam)

Customer Service Representative, MCC Center Thrift &
Ten Thousands Villages
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression or Differences: Food is the first thing.
The winter, snow, some activities like curling, board
games, ice skating, snow shoeing. My host has a rule
that we cannot do laundry on Thursday or Sunday. My
managers always care about safety of their staff and
volunteers first. It’s opposite to many work places where
I worked before.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I asked a woman,
“Do you have subway in Abbotsford? (I meant
transportation). She said yes, then she showed me a
sandwich that she bought at Subway.
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Faith Journey: When I am working here, I always
remember 1 John 3:18, “Dear children, let us not love
with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”
Career/Professional Development: Working with cash,
talking with customers and volunteers, displaying items,
arranging and managing a small store.
New Perspectives: I know what MCC is doing for me,
my country and the other countries. I am loved, prayed
for, helped, supported by many people who are not
my friends or my relatives. So, I should do something
like that for my community, my church, my family, my
friends. That’s a way to show God’s love to each other.
Future Plans: I will get a new job and get married.

Zury Dayana Lemus Vega (Honduras)
Spanish Conversation Partner
Eastern Mennonite University
Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA

First Impression or Differences: My very first impression
was during orientation week. We went with other
IVEPers for a walk in Akron to see where we were. We
saw big, beautiful houses with large yards, but no one
in the streets. Everything was so quiet and peaceful, like
if no one lived in those houses, and in that moment,
I thought, “If we were in my country, this would be
totally different”. I was used to seeing many people in
the streets, to hear music from the houses, and then, I
realized I was in another world. The seasons, the time
of sunset, the roads, the climate, the houses, the church;
everything is different! I had the blessing of experiencing
the four seasons for the first time in my life and it
was beautiful! When I arrived, the sunset was around
8:30pm. In my country sunset is always around 6:00pm.
In winter we had to change our clocks because the sunset
was too early. It was my first time experiencing that.
However, something that is not different is God’s love
reflected in the people. Being in a Mennonite community
gave me the opportunity to share with amazing people
and to realize that despite of our differences, we love and
serve the same God, and that is not going to change.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I loved snow! Our midyear conference was in February in Canada and I had
never seen so much snow, locals said it was not as much
as other years, but it was the first time I saw that much.
I remember the landscape as a beautiful white post card;
walking through green pines totally covered with snow,
through a path where the snow easily covered your
entire foot. Amazing.
Faith Journey: Amazing but challenging. At the
beginning, the English language was a barrier because it
was painful to adapt my brain totally to English. After
a few weeks, it was much better. It was hard for me to
understand that everyone worships in a different way.
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However, I have learned that God loves me and that
He never leaves us alone. I am growing in his spirit and
learning more from Him. I want to share with others
that God’s love is beyond borders.
Career/Professional Development: I am very thankful
for God because He gave me the opportunity to work
with many professors that helped me learn new ways of
teaching. I am not a teacher, but I want to be one. Being
able to see how teachers do their job in United States
gives me a new perspective of techniques and options I
have, to help my students learn better.
New Perspectives: One of the most amazing lessons I
had this year was to learn about myself. I have learned
to know me better, to take responsibilities for my actions
and to love me despite of anything. I now have a wider
idea of different countries, people and cultures. It’s
amazing how different we are, but how we can find
similarities between us, because after all, we are all
images of God. I had to learn more about my country
to be able to share it here, but I also learned about this
beautiful country and why many people decide to come
here. I met with a lot of Hondurans who haven’t been
able to see their families because of the migration process
here. They don’t want their children to lose the blessing
of being in a country like this because our countries
aren’t able to provide a space of security, education, and
health appropriate to us. I’m still learning much more
and that’s the best part of this experience. Being able to
see, learn, know, share, and love what God has given us.
Future Plans: This experience gave me the chance of
learning a lot of things. I now have another way of
seeing the world and more knowledge about it. When
I go back, I want to continue studying, in a branch
different from my first degree. I want to become an
English teacher and I want to be part of an organization
back in Honduras that works with, and for, people.

Mandla Lukhele (Swaziland)
IT User Support Desk Associate Technician, MCC Canada
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
First Impression or Differences: When I first arrived in
Toronto, I created a picture that I have come to a place
with highly-populated big cities, with people moving up
and down the street. To my surprise, Canada has some
big cities, but there is also huge space in between, which
means it is not clustered like I thought. There is a lot
more land than people. There are no people moving up
and down the streets, however they are always busy.
Memorable or Funny Experience: The first day of skating
it was unbelievable to see myself walking on slippery ice
with shoes with razors. It looked like a dangerous game
but it’s all fun.
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Faith Journey: I had a struggle with the way churches
conduct their services here. I am used to more worship,
dancing for the Lord, then a sermon. However, it is
amazing to see how the people care for each other here,
which reflected the love of God to me.
Career/Professional Development: I have gained a lot
of skills, including how to maintain security in an
organization. Mostly, I learned how MCC simplifies its
complex systems for its users. Additionally, I have gained
a lot in customer service and prioritization of problems.
New Perspectives: As Canadians have a strong culture
in terms of personal space, they also have respect of one
another, not only that but also love. In terms of couples,
I have also learnt a lot; they always treat each other
equally, unlike in an African set-up where every time the
women must submit to a man.
Future Plans: When I return home, I have some business
ideas that I need to implement to keep life moving.

Emmanuel Mahendra (India)

Generalist, Elkhart County Clubhouse
Goshen, Indiana, USA
First Impression or Differences: America is the land
of God. Everybody wants to be here, at least once in
their life. In Goshen, people are very kind, helpful, and
appreciate hard work. Although the weather is very
cold, the people are warm and welcoming. I am always
amazed to see how people work together, helping to make
the world better. People here are very polite and kind.
For example, when I pass someone on the street, they
acknowledge me and smile. People constantly use words
like please, sorry, and thank you. Also, when you want
to cross the road, cars stop to give you way. This is very
unlike my culture in India. Of course, language, food and
culture are all very different from my country. English is
a tricky language, and my accent makes it hard for others
to understand me. In India we live in joint families: Indian
parents pay for their kids while they are growing up. After
the kids are grown, in return, they have 9 to 5 jobs to
help pay for their parents’ expenses. However, in the U.S.,
after children are grown they leave the house and live on
their own. Another difference from India is how fast cars
travel, 130 km/h; most vehicles in India could not reach
this speed. My first challenge in the U.S. was using a fork,
knife and spoon, which I had never used previously. This
took time to understand and become accustomed with.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Some of my experiences
are funny, while others have taught me life lessons. 1.
In the month of November, I went to Sleeping Bear
National Park on Michigan Lake. My host family and I
went camping, sleeping in a tent. I had a great time with
my host family: Jamey, Kay and my host brother Ben.
2. Traveling: I traveled alone to Hamilton, Ontario, for
Christmas, and really enjoyed my time. There I visited
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with visited Krista (last year’s SALTer), who worked in
my office back in India. This was my first time traveling
abroad for a Christmas celebration. 3. I gave presentations
at 15 Amish schools near Goshen, sharing about MCC
India. I had always wanted to visit an Amish home and
was glad to get this chance. I would like to thank MCC
Goshen (Great Lakes) and Mr. Les Gustafson-Zook, who
helped me with traveling and preparing everything. I had a
great time sharing with the Amish schools.
Faith Journey: Being here in the U.S., I have had more
time to be invested in my faith: through reading the Bible
and praying, which has allowed me deeper growth in my
personal relationship with Jesus. During these days, I have
felt closer to God and trust the Lord more than myself.
New Perspectives: Through IVEP my perspective about
mental illness has changed. I’ve learned that every single
step in our life has a great impact on our future. Before
and after IVEP I feel as though I’ve not only changed
physically and mentally, but also spiritually. Unifying
diverse people is a great strength of IVEP/YAMEN,
which MCC does well coordinating. This program has
changed my view and how I see the world.
Future Plans: I worked for Mennonite Church in India as
an office assistant for the past five years. When I return
to India, I hope I can resume my job. However, this time
I’m coming back with new experiences and skills, which I
learned this year. Secondly, I want to share my testimony
at my church conference to hopefully encourage others
young adults to be a part of IVEP or YAMEN.

Johane Nhlanhla Mahlalela (Swaziland)
Shop Assistant, Elmira Thrift Shop
Elmira, Ontario, Canada

Memorable or Funny Experience: My first day, when I
went to Costco, my host mom misplaced the receipt,
which we were supposed to have to get out of the store.
We looked for it, even in the dumpster – it was the most
embarrassing moment. My memorable day was when I
first met a friend of my host family who took me for a
very fast drive in a very expensive car; I thought I would
throw up after that ride!
Faith Journey: When I first got here the church
experience was totally different. I thought the church
was too formal to the extent that I almost fell asleep
during church service. The way the church services are
conducted its totally different than the way I know our
church to be; it’s not as vibrant as my home church.
Career/Professional Development: I discovered that am
not patient enough in some things that I do; the program
has taught me so much. I have developed love to work
in the community and help without expecting anything
in return. In the business section I have learned so many
things with the support from the managers. My own
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skills have been elevated so much I have confidence in
the work place and in decision making.
New Perspectives: I have discovered so much that I
didn’t think I was capable of doing. I was given so
many opportunities to stand in meetings and present
something. I’m thankful to my host family; they have
been my best support in everything I am doing here. As
young people I have learned that we are capable of doing
many things if we are surrounded with the right people.
Future Plans: For the love of what MCC is doing, I
have thought of pursuing my passion of helping in
the community and trying to bring a group of young
people together, so we can share our difficulties in
the community and help develop our community. I will
take a course in the HIV-AIDS programme.

Believer Mhlanga (Zimbabwe)

Lending & Operations, Everence Federal Credit Union
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: It is common to have
your own expectations whenever you visit a different
country, especially when it’s your first time. I wasn’t
spared from that generality. I had my own expectations,
pre-conceived impressions about the U.S. The first thing
I did with my host on the first day of my arrival was to
assist them with farm work, specifically unloading pigs.
They never expected a finance person to do farm work,
little did they know that I love farming, as a hobby, like
they do. At my assignment, the first day there was a
lunch with the president and CEO of Everence FCU.
This was an awestruck encounter for all of us and
heralded a fruitful and congenial relationship with
everyone. Besides the climate differences, like very cold
and sometimes below freezing temperatures characterized
by snow, and the well-known infrastructural,
technological, political and economic differences, I
realized that in terms of culture there is a contrast from
the West and the East. For instance, I never knew my
neighbors in the community I was staying in, even if they
were just a stone throw away; such is not prevalent in
Zimbabwe. The U.S. is composed of a nuclear family
structure (an exception to my host family). Also, the
culture of calling everyone by name, even your elders, is
taboo in my culture. Moreover, the fact that I was able
to have formal and informal conversations with the CEO
and call everyone by name at work is on its own a
notable difference. Calling everyone, especially your
managers and supervisors, by their names can mean a
lack of respect in my country. Lastly, but not least, I
thought Americans are more introverted, but I realized
that I am sometimes more introverted compared to
many, but their culture coats or camouflage their
extrovertedness.
Memorable or Funny Experience: It’s so hard to pin
point one outstanding experience, as I had a fair share
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of breath-taking, enchanting encounters. From the
sweetness of my host family, treasurable work experience
and colleagues, to stunning activities that include but
are not limited to: C-section of animals, snowmobile
rides, camping and mountain climbing at camp Hebron,
monthly meeting with my supervisor, visiting New York
City, boat riding, presentations in different organizations,
attending Everence national events and Pennsylvania
farm shows, and also visiting the colony in Canada,
what an experience! I am also looking forward to a
Brethren regional conference and Everence financial
national conference later in May.
Faith Journey: It’s been a year filled with reflections,
reconfiguration and broadening of my faith. It had
its own quantum of short-falls and challenges that
continuously led to introspection and retrospective
actions. In a nut shell, I can attest that my faith was
tested, redefined and augmented.
Career/Professional Development: I wouldn’t have
expected more; I was aspired and inspired by my work.
I was armed with expertise and professionalized in credit
analysis and underwriting, allowance for loan and lease
loss, quality control of financial assets, loan auditing
and the general management of financial institutions like
a bank. This has exceedingly elevated my appetite to
continue making a difference in the financial industry.
New Perspectives: One of the greatest assets presented
by this adventure is that it portrayed or bestowed me
with an aerial view of my culture, myself, my home
country and others. My perspective about myself and my
country has indeed changed significantly; it has amplified
my thoughts, conceptions, beliefs and paradigms. The
servanthood attitude resembled by many people in the
U.S. has stretched my desire to continue serving more
than I did before, and to serve people regardless of
appearance, religious subscriptions and experiences. It
has also taught me to remain proud and steadfast in
my belief without being judgmental. I carry with me an
astuteness posture and scope.
Future Plans: I have lived my life to make a difference in
other people’s lives and offer my skills in the kingdom
of God and world at large. I am charged enough to
continue to do so. I will also look for employment and
at the same time further my studies to a master’s degree
and, if possible, a PhD.

Suvojit Mondal (Bangladesh)
Church and Community Worker, Madison Street Church
Riverside, California, USA
First Impression or Differences: The U.S. is cleaner
than my country. And in the U.S., it’s very hard to see
people outside, but in my country, you will see people
everywhere. I love to see people around me.
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Memorable or Funny Experience: The very first day in
the U.S. I went with Andrea for dinner to a Korean or
Japanese restaurant. On the way there she gave me a
chocolate to eat. So, I unwrapped the chocolate and
threw away the wrapper from her car’s window, like I do
in my country. Then she told me, “Do not do that again,
because if the police catch you they could fine you.” I
was so surprised and wondered about this. It was funny
at that time, but later I realized that I am one of the
people that makes my country dirty.
Faith Journey: Here in U.S. I have read lots of books
based on theology. By reading these books, I have
learned many ways to develop my faith. Also, I have
found very good reasons to trust in God. I have had
many personal meetings with members of the Madison
Street Church congregation where I learned how others
think about God and how they try to be on the right
path Jesus teaches. By doing all this, now my belief in
God is stronger than it was before.
Career/Professional Development: I have learned to
be more open and not always so judgmental. I have
learned how to prepare a better sermon and how to
communicate better with people. I’ve learned how to
involve other people in worship. I’ve learned to keep my
surroundings clean and to behave well with others. I’ve
also learned how to cook traditional Bengali food. Ha,
ha, ha, it was not my official assignment, but it was very
important to me.
New Perspectives: I was more judgmental before, but
now I am more open. I was kind of introverted, but
now I feel better talking with people and being more
involved with other people. I was lazy but now I have
become more productive and creative. I’ve become more
confident. Now I know if I want to learn something new,
I must be involved with people.
Future Plans: I want to serve people with my skills I’ve
developed here. I want to give people pastoral care and
counseling. I want to do social work as well.

Nasly Moreno Ibargüen (Colombia)
Finance Assistant, Life Bridge Community Church
Dover, Ohio, USA
First Impression or Differences: I am from a very small
city in Colombia, which has been forgotten by the
president and mistreated under governors and mayors
who only want the power to take money. In my city
there are no companies, only small businesses. My
first impression was to see small towns in the U.S. so
well organized: their streets, people respecting traffic
lights, over time the kindness of neighbors, religious
community; this has been wonderful. This is the first
time I enjoyed the four seasons; the first week in Dover
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I went out with a jacket and gloves, and everyone made
fun because it was very hot for them, but I was always
cold. The people of my religious community in Dover
are very different; they respect the space of others and
they help each other as if they were siblings. My hosts
are amazing. I am surprised how someone can love and
make someone from a different culture feel at home.
There was not a moment when I felt like leaving. They
are extremely amazing, and I will miss them so much
when I return home.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Each season has
different experiences. When I saw the colors of the trees
it was incredible, so beautiful; God is so wonderful to
allow me to see this. In the winter the first time I cried
was as I sat for two hours, watching out the window as
the snow fell. At the mid-year conference, listening to 30
countries singing in their languages with such passion
worshiping the same God who falls in love with me
every day, reminded me that God is so immensely great,
much more than my eyes, mind and heart can imagine.
Faith Journey: My Christmas celebrations in Colombia
were always with my family at home, in particular with
my cousins, and this past December God allowed my
cousin to be killed. This was very difficult and still is for
me, because being away from home is sad on that date
and much more so when suffering from the death of
someone you saw every Christmas. God has been falling
in love, HE has spoken to me and conquered me with his
amazing grace. This year was a big change for me. God
needed to turn off my family, my culture, my friends and
even myself, so that I could listen to HIS voice. This has
been wonderful because every word that He tells me fills
my life with much joy and peace. God was, is and will
be too good to me.
Career/Professional Development: This was my first
time getting involved with employees, giving advice and
helping with decision making. Many times, we feel we
know and believe what is best for the company and we
think others will always agree; this experience helped me
to be more mature and learn from coworkers.
New Perspectives: God is reflected much more in my life,
in my way of counseling and making decisions. I want
to see only God reflected in me. I see differently from my
church. I was in a community where nothing mattered
at all – not your age, economic situation or additions; all
were brothers and sisters. I will miss this and pray that
my church will begin to show God as a God loving with
acts, not only with words.
Future Plans: I will work, help my family and brothers. I
will specialize in tax accounting and find a job teaching
English.

21

Sithandweyinkosi Mpofu (Zimbabwe)
Office Manager/Extended Case Manager, Episcopal
Migration Ministries
Wichita, Kansas, USA
First Impression or Differences: At first, I felt very
overwhelmed. It was a lot to take in being in a new
environment and meeting more people was just
overwhelming for me. At the same time, I was amazed
at how nice the people were both in my community and
work place. It was almost as if they knew what I was
going through and they made efforts to make me feel
comfortable. There were differences of course between
my home and my host family. My major adjustment was
having to change from living with a family of six to living
with just one person. Despite the change I still had so much
fun with my host. I loved the way people were a family at
work, and church was always a blessing to attend.
Memorable or Funny Experience: My memorable
experience was when my kindergarten Sunday school
kids brought me chocolates just to tell me they loved me.
I so enjoyed spending time with them and for them to
do that was just so heart-warming. A funny experience
was when I went ice-skating with my host mum and the
junior high class from church. Needless to say, I was
so terrible at it. There was a lot of falling on the ice
because it was so hard to balance. Most of the time I
had someone holding my hand, so I wouldn’t fall. In as
much as I was so bad at it, it was just so much fun, and
also funny to those who were watching my helpless-self
fall so much
Faith Journey: I was able to fit into church and that was
a huge relief to me. I joined the church choir and taught
Sunday school and that helped me feel rooted in my
faith. I also had a Sunday school class with people my
age and through that I was able to interact and study the
word with my peers. Having an active church life made
my whole journey much easier because I had people
from church to lean on when I needed it. Having them
pray for me always was also a huge blessing to me.
Career/Professional Development: This year was a year
of adjusting for me work-wise. I went through so many
changes and sometimes I felt very overwhelmed. One thing
I learnt that I am grateful for was patience. I learnt to be
patient not only with myself but with other people. This is
something of great value because even in my line of work
it’s something I will need every day as I work with clients.
New Perspectives: I realized that people are different.
Our thoughts, goals, beliefs, aspirations and views will
never be the same. Sometimes the important thing is
not making someone else agree with you, it is actually
listening and giving others an opportunity to express
their views. Being around IVEPers from different
countries made me realize that no matter what cultural
differences we may have, we are all just the same people.
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You just have to learn to be open to others so that they
can give the same to you.
Future Plans: I am looking forward to doing more
volunteer work because I enjoyed helping people in
my placement. It seems like something I would enjoy
doing. At the same time, I look forward to furthering my
studies and doing my master’s degree in Law.

Moris Muhindo

(Uganda)
Management Support Worker
Christian Benefit Thrift Shop
St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada
First Impression or Differences: Good hospitality within
both the MCC organization, host nation, even with my
host family was so amazing.
Memorable or Funny Experience: The mid-year
conference was my most memorable experience ever
– getting along with different people from all over the
world, speaking lots of languages.
Faith Journey: My year of experience has transformed
and helped me more in my road of faith since we had
been having several devotional sharing experiences at
different events; more so it has encouraged me to have
more belief in God in everything I do, which always
boosts my faith morally.
Career/Professional Development: I learned
communication skills, time management, managerial
skills and expertise-experience, customer care services,
and business ideology skills.
New Perspectives: I now have the ability to reason widely
compared to basing my reasoning mentality only on my
country. Christian faith toward changing others, time is
most precious and is a scarce resource one needs to value
most to enhance growth and development in the world.

Bijay Murmu (India)
Greenhouse Assistant, Goldenrod Gardens
Goshen, Indiana, USA
First Impression or Differences: Everything for me was
really challenging – most things are opposite of India,
even the time – when I sleep here my family is working
in India, so I couldn’t connect with them. I didn’t speak
English well. When people were talking with me I felt
like wind was blowing in my ears because pronunciation
is different. I thought to myself, just listen to the voices
(noise), one day I’ll learn to speak English.
Memorable or Funny Experience: One day Mom asked
me, “Bijay, which cereal do you like more?” I was
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surprised because in India I didn’t like any serial, then
she told, “I noticed you like raisins mix cereal in the
morning.” I told her that I don’t like any kind of serial,
that these are only a waste of time, it takes a long time
to watch or it might be that we have to watch every
day or we can’t understand the story behind the serial.
I began to think maybe in the U.S., men like to watch
serial and that is why Mom is asking me about serial.
Suddenly Mom began to laugh, and I thought maybe
Mom is happy because I don’t like to watch serial, then
she asked, “What did you understand cereal to mean?” I
told her that’s what people watch every day on TV. She
pointed to the box of cereal and told me that’s what she
was talking about. We laughed about that. After this I
realized I must be careful about many things when I talk
with any person.
Faith Journey: God is working with us, I’m sure. God
provided me the things I needed when I needed them.
During difficulties God helped me in many ways.
Career/Professional Development: Especially I could
say, to speak English, so now I can go to many different
countries and visit and work with different people.
New Perspectives: It is true that different cultures do
different things. I can’t use the cultural context here
that I learnt in India or in my own area. And what I
learnt and know about the culture here I can’t use in
India, but one thing I learnt is that every culture has
good things, so just follow the good thing. This is a very
good cultural exchange program where we get to know
another language, culture and many other things. Many
of the things I learnt here are really good for me and I
hope the people will like those things when I share them.
Future Plans: After I return to my home country, I’ll
use my skills that I learnt here and teach other people
who are interested and the church people, especially
about CPR (cardio-pulmonary resuscitation), then about
gardening. And I’ll continue to work with MCC.

Nontokozo Ndlovu (Zimbabwe)
Children Programs Coordinator
Indigenous Family Centre
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
First Impression or Differences: My first impression
here was over shadowed by the excitement of being in
another country, other than in Africa. Almost everything
was different from where I come from and I started
being nervous as I was in this big city called Winnipeg. I
was also a little behind since I did not attend orientation,
but I later on I adapted to the environment. I wasn’t
really shocked about the weather when I got here as
I knew that Winnipeg is one of the coldest cities in
Canada. Food was very different for me and it was hard
for me as some foods eaten here were not very familiar.
The public transport system is very different.
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Memorable or Funny Experience: I enjoyed an event
in Winkler called, “From everywhere to Bethlehem,”
a Christmas parade. I have had fun experiences with
the kids that come for the afterschool program, and
how they make fun of my name, Nono. The mid-year
conference was a very memorable experience as I got to
meet wonderful people from different parts of the world
and share good times.
Faith Journey: My faith journey here has been hard,
challenging and has also been a growing experience
in my Christian life. Firstly, because churches here are
different and that was the challenge I faced. I come from
a big church where everything is done differently from
churches in Canada. Being in a small church has taught
me how God works among people. I have learnt that
one does not have to be in a big church to connect with
God and this has helped during my year as I learnt to
have my time to worship and praising God alone.
Career/Professional Development: I have learnt a lot of
skills: interaction skills, confidence, crafting, traditional
beading, and not being afraid to do something for the
first time. I discovered how good I was at some of the
things I was scared of trying. This has helped me to
discover my strengths and work on my weaknesses. I
have learnt to be a servant and be humble and this has
made me a better person.
New Perspectives: Working at the indigenous family
center has shown me how related our cultures are as
I consider myself indigenous in my country. My quest
to know more about their culture was more about
understanding them, not comparing with my culture.
Our cultures are not the same and it has been interesting
to discover and learn about the Canadian and indigenous
culture. The way I view myself and my home country
after a cross cultural experience makes me proud of
where I come from. For some time, I thought of how we
were not privileged but I have realized that every country
has its own challenges and that makes me feel proud
of where I come from and how we have been resilient
throughout.
Future Plans: My plans when I go home is to work for
an organization focusing on development and I wish to
continue my studies focusing on development as I have
seen how important it is. I also want to use the skills I
now possess, like beading, and teach other people how
to do it.

Débora Cristina Nehring (Brazil)
Receptionist, Maison de l’amitié
Montréal, Québec, Canada

First Impression or Differences: The first difference that I
saw in the first minutes in Canada was the colors of the
autumn, beautiful and amazing colors! It is not possible
in Brazil to see the seasons like here. We have cold and
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hot, but here it’s possible to see the city changing her
view during each season.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Since I was a child I
had a dream to see, touch, play and jump, etc., in the
snow. Even if it was a small and simple dream, God let
me do all that! The first challenge for me was to speak
and understand English. After years studying in Brazil
I realized that I didn’t learn anything. When I started
to understand something in English I still had to learn
each different accent, because the place where I worked
was a language school and they have many different
cultures represented every single day! And if that was
not difficult enough, I went to live in Montréal, where
the people speak more French than English. Until now
I’m still learning English. One day, I was talking with a
person that I just met, and because I don’t speak French
I always ask if it’s possible to speak in English with
me. When I asked him that he told me he was already
speaking in English!
Faith Journey: Well, the most difficult part was that I
didn’t find a church where I could serve here. I’ve really
missed my church in Brazil.
Career/Professional Development: More challenges
in this topic! But with these challenges I feel like I
really grew as a person. Organizing registration, being
responsible of other staff and helping the coordinators
from the school made me think more about the person I
want to be in my career.
New Perspectives: Now I know that my country is not
the worst or the best one! It’s just another one with a
different culture, different problems and different ways
to resolve the problems. I really want to learn more
languages and more cultures!
Future Plans: I want to work, study more, and have a
family.

Habole Jimson Ntlaloe (Lesotho)
Organic Farming, Coneflower Farm
Tiskilwa, Illinois, USA
Memorable or Funny Experience: My first Sunday at
Willows Springs Mennonite Church, I had a surprising
and special welcome. The congregation sang a Sesotho
song (my home language), which said, “REA U
LEBOHA MOLIMO KA MPHO EO U RE FILENG
EONA” meaning, “We thank you God for the gift
you gave to us.” It was really special and touching. I
will never forget that day. One day in November I was
working with my host brother pulling old wire out of
the ground; it was windy and cold that day. The place
we were working was a cattle pasture and there were
some cattle grazing nearby. Because of the cold weather
we decided to make a fire, so we could warm up when
working. We started the fire, warmed up, and kept doing
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our work. The wind was blowing toward the cattle
and at some point, they stopped grazing and were just
standing there facing the fire and smelling the smoke.
After a few minutes they came straight up to the fire.
We chased them away, but they kept coming back. We
agreed to let them by the fire and they even laid down,
which was funny. I thought to myself that maybe they
are used to being around the fire. After a few minutes,
my brother said, “You see, even the cows are cold; we
can’t work outside. I’m going to tell dad.” He did tell
his dad, and we were told to go home and do something
else... the cattle saved us from the cold.
Faith Journey: As a Christian I have always thought that
being called a Christian is enough. My mother would
always encourage me to read more about spiritual life or
Christianity, but I didn’t listen. The main reason being, I
know I have faith in God, but I guess it wasn’t enough.
In the time I have been in Tiskilwa, I have grown more
than I could imagine. My thoughts about Christianity
have changed and it’s been a wonderful journey, through
which God has revealed himself to me. I have seen the
light of God. My response to God has grown and I have
seen his grace. I would like to quote John 15:16, “You
didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go
and produce lasting fruit, so that Father will give you
whatever you ask for, using my name.” I quote that verse
because I asked God to help me buy an English Bible
and he gave it to me. I didn’t even need to buy it.
Career/Professional Development: Being an IVEPer has
been a great development for my future. As I mentioned,
I’m doing farming, and I grew up on a small farm,
which is where my love of farming developed. But my
problem was I didn’t think I had enough experience to
start my own farm. During my time in the U.S. I learned
different and simple ways of small farming. I would
like to mention two ways I developed or know better:
Organic farming and Organic permaculture. I practice
these methods at home, but I didn’t know it until I came
to the U.S. I learned to use different small machines
and tools that can be used in a small operation. And
these experiences inspired me to continue with my
dream of being a vegetable farmer. One last important
experience and skill is farming in God’s way. I love these
words: “Theologically understood, food is pleasing and
delectable. It is the daily reminder that life and death
come to us as gifts.”
New Perspectives: I always thought that I’m a shy or
quiet person who can’t speak in public. It has been
a huge barrier to many things in my life, but I have
realized that wasn’t me. It was the person I decided to
be when around my friends, family and other groups.
I have shared in public many times now and I realized
how good I am. I grew up knowing single stories about
other cultures and countries. All different thoughts I had
have changed, because I have full stories from both sides.
Now I know why other people think the way they do
about other cultures.
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Future Plans: My next step from here is to return to
my volunteer work place and continue with my work.
The reason being it will allow and give me a good
chance to share my experiences with as many people
as I can. I also want to practice my farming skills with
the organization the first farming season, which will be
about the time I arrive home. And I’m still hoping to
finish my college degree in Business Studies and after
that continue with my farming dream.

Kateryna Oliferovska (Ukraine)
More for Less Ltd.
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada
First Impression or Differences: Living with housemates
instead of my own family back at home made a huge
difference for me at first. People around me were very
polite and nice; customers at the store could easily start a
conversation with me. Walking on the street I could hear
“Hello, how are you?” from a stranger.
Memorable or Funny Experience: My housemates and
I were driving to another city to catch a bus very early
in the morning. At 4 a.m. our car broke down right on
the highway, in the dark. We woke up a lot of people
that night asking for help, including my provincial
coordinator… the story ended well for everyone .
Faith Journey: I feel very happy and blessed that during
this time in Canada I read the Bible and pray even more
often than I do at home. God has been helping me to
be passionate and motivated to serve others. I chose to
do His will, not my will. I also understood how I am
thankful for the hope that we have as Christians.
Career/Professional Development: I have learned to
be more social and patient with people, how to find
compromises between what I want and what I can do.
And my English has improved a lot as well.
New Perspectives: All around the world people have the
same kind of problems. I understood that people can be
happy or not happy no matter where they live. Also, I
got so much support from Ukraine; I never knew that
people cared about me that much. I felt very thankful for
that, and I started to see the beauty of my home country,
beauty in the people who live there.
Future Plans: When I get back to Ukraine I will continue
my studies in design. I also plan to get a job. I already
got an offer to become a coordinator for a TREK team
with MB Mission Ukraine. TREK is a seven-month
program for groups of volunteers from Canada (and
other developed countries) and one of these groups is
coming to my home city in Ukraine. I am very happy to
use my overseas experience with IVEP to help others.
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Emanuel Paties (Argentina)
Support Worker, L’Arche Montréal
Montréal, Québec, Canada
First Impression or Differences: Language and food (two
more important differences).
Memorable or Funny Experience: Sledding in Wotton,
Québec, with my host brother; it was amazing.
Faith Journey: In the beginning it was difficult to find
one church I felt comfortable with, but then I got it.
Career/Professional Development: I’ve improved my
understanding of teamwork. Sometimes it is difficult to
work this out when you’re the leader.
New Perspectives: When you see the different realities
around the world you realize how much you have
compared to others and that is kind of a shock. I mean,
it is a reason to give thanks to God, but also to pray and
be active doing something for the others.
Future Plans: Believe me, I already have such a plan for
my return.

Ilacir Piano Junior (Brazil)
Graphic & Digital Designer/Art Teacher’s Assistant,
Dock Mennonite Academy
Lansdale, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: Coming to the U.S was
a big step for me, first time visiting a new country, and
it’s amazing to see how people and the culture are so
different from my home country. I was amazed at how
receptive my host family was and I felt loved by them,
living through the honeymoon period was really good.
Everything sounded exciting, going to a grocery store
was an adventure, and learning about my new placement
was great. I can say that my first impression was very
good.
Memorable or Funny Experience: My first baseball game
in a stadium. I really like baseball, but I never had the
opportunity to play or watch, because we don’t have it
in Brazil, so when I came here I was so excited to see a
game. I was invited to go to a game with John and the
kids (my host family), and it was amazing to see the
Phillies playing (and winning) in that huge field; what
an amazing night! The other memorable thing was a
visit to a car museum with Amy and Ned (my second
host family). They wanted to show me something nice
because they knew that I love cars, so we visited the
Simeone Car Museum, and to my surprise they were
showing and driving three of my favorite old cars. It
was amazing seeing those machines working with good
company. I lived through a lot of wonderful moments,
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that can’t be explained with words, but I’m thankful for
every single moment.
Faith Journey: Coming from a Mennonite church, I
could see some similarities with the churches that I
attend in U.S, and I definitely learned more about my
own faith, and it grew. I could see the importance of
the discussion and dialogue in Sunday school, and new
perspectives about some subjects. I’m thankful to God
for allowing me to live all of that. I had a lot of good,
funny, sweet and peaceful moments, but I also had
terrible days of pain, sorrow, days when I felt helpless,
and of course, depressed. Through all of this, I can see
how God taught me so much about myself, how much I
grow and how much I care about other people. I’m never
going to forget what God did to me here, and this is just
the beginning of the rest of my life.
Career/Professional Development: Working as a designer
was very helpful for me. It was hard in the beginning
to build trust, but after a few months, things started to
work great. I could see that I was being helpful to them
and that was good, but I’m also figured out that my
passion could not be aligned to the design field. A new
part of me is being discovered, which is being some type
of therapist or counselor. I really want to help people
with struggles and I’m not sure how this will change my
career, but it’s great to discover more about my talents.
New Perspectives: I’m a new person, so much changed,
probably more than I can actually tell. This year was
amazing and the first six months living with my first
host family changed my life. I felt welcomed, accepted,
cared and loved. My relationship with them is something
that helped me to find my own identity and I’m glad for
that. I could not have survived and had the strength to
face my challenges, if they weren’t there for me. Now I
can’t live in the comfort zone anymore; there’s so much
that I can do, and people who need help. I can’t change
the world, but I can try my best.
Future Plans: Still not clear about what to do, but I’m
going to pursuit a master’s degree, to study more and
be able to be a professor someday. I’m sure that I will
have a lot of challenges and new stuff to catch up after
I go home, but I’m sure that God will provide me the
opportunities and show me the path.

Naphtaline Ramille (Haiti)
Management Support Worker
Care and Share Thrift Shop
Stouffville, Ontario, Canada
First Impression or Differences: My first impression of
Canada was how much bigger the streets are and how
clean they are. I was excited to see such tall, nice-looking
buildings. In the fall the trees have different colors, and
that surprised me.
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Memorable or Funny Experience: The most memorable
part is my host family and how great they are. I really
love them because they are like my real family. They
mean a lot to me because now I have two moms and
another dad. May God bless them. Other important
experiences were winter and the mid-year conference. I
can’t forget winter because it made me sick a lot and
every day I had to wear a heavy coat, boots and lot
of stuff. I am really afraid to be cold. Winter wasn’t
fun, but it looked nice when it snowed. Also, when I
played in the snow I didn’t know if I could survive.
The mid-year conference was memorable and more
fun. I was worried that with people from 30 different
countries I wouldn’t get to know many of them but
instead it was amazing. I learned so many things about
the other nationalities. I will never forget how great the
coordinators and the IVEPers were.
Faith Journey: My faith in God is still the same because
we have only one God. He’s everywhere with us. The
church in Canada is really different from home because
it takes less time than at home and there is only one
service. In Haiti, worship lasts three hours and there
are three services on a Sunday. The song book was a
problem for me because I got lost so many times.
Career/Professional Development: I learned so many
things, especially I trust in myself that I can do
everything I want. I had to be patient to make progress
in English. I learned most of the things I do at work in
less than a week. For me, my job was really easy because
of my experience back home but it was interesting, too.
I enjoy when I work in different sections of the store.
I learned to eat different foods and food that I have at
home but was served differently. I found out what it is
like to live without my family for a long time.
New Perspectives: I see myself a little bit differently
because I can do things even if they are challenging. I still
know I am smart, intelligent and nice. I see people as very
kind and see how important we are to each other. It doesn’t
matter if we are Canadian or not, you still represent a lot
for people. At home I want to give more attention to people
and share the same hospitality I experienced in Canada.
Future Plans: When I return home, I’m going to find
a job. I will share my experience with the next IVEPer
and other people. Later I want to do a master’s degree
in hospitality management and tourism or go to another
country to learn medicine or both.

Rahel Reim (Germany)

Teacher’s Assistant
Mennonite Educational Institute (MEI)
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression or Differences: In Germany people don’t
live in the basement and it doesn’t make sense to me why
people do because it is dark and cold. We would use the
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basement for storage. This, and food as well, was very
strange for me. I am not used to the processed food and
I love my mom’s garden and cooking. People in Canada
take a can with chicken soup and think it’s really healthy
and will help me to recover from my cold. But I can only
smile and remember the homemade chicken soup from
my mother because it is totally different.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I will remember
Danielle. She loves wearing pink, going out, having fun
and laughing. I will remember going to the hot tub with
her in the midst of winter and starting to run this spring
in sunshine and rain. She is one of my best friends.
Faith Journey: I learned a lot though I did struggle in my
faith. Having a relationship with God means to invest
time and effort.
Career/Professional Development: I learned a lot about
working with children. I want to go to college and might
take classes to become a teacher, but I am not sure.
Maybe I’ll do something completely different.
New Perspectives: Now I see how hard it is for other
people to leave their home country and go abroad,
especially alone. I started loving my country, culture and
traditions even more. I got to see a bigger picture of the
world I am living in.
Future Plans: I will eat my favourite foods, meet my
family and friends, travel more in Europe and enjoy
Germany. I am not sure yet, but I might go to work for
a while, and then do a Discipleship Training School with
YWAM.

Faith Journey: My difficulties were adjusting to a new
worship style and worshiping in a church considered
“liberal and/or progressive,” which means they allow
and celebrate the union of persons of the same sex. This
was a significant shock for my faith. But that didn’t
stop me from continuing to worship with them. It was
an opportunity for me to better develop my personal
relationship with God, then seek to better know and
understand the foundations of their philosophy. One
thing that I have taken from being in a culture different
from mine is that facing a situation that is foreign to me
I must seek to understand it in their context so that I can
rationally make a judgment instead of starting by judging.
New Perspectives: This new experience allowed me to
be more self-confident, patient by giving myself time to
get to know more people, their practice and belief, and
more tolerant toward others in terms of judgment. I then
learned many things that I/we practice at home in Burkina
Faso that would be much more useful or more efficient in
terms of profitability if they were done differently.
Future Plans: When I get back home I will get in contact
with my family and friends and share with them my new
experience. Then I will check with MCC Burkina, like I
always did when I was there, to see if there’s something
I can help with. I will take my last exam for a master’s
degree that’s scheduled for the first week of October. I
want others to take advantage of my experience and to
finish my master’s degree at university.

Rafik Shehata (Egypt)
IT Assistant, Dock Mennonite Academy
Lansdale, Pennsylvania, USA

Jacob Sankara (Burkina Faso)

First Impression or Differences: My first impression was
definitely that I know nothing and, oh my goodness, I
have to learn a lot because all of the stereotypes were
almost lies or half the truth!

First Impression or Differences: The first and biggest
difference is that people are more professional and give
just a tiny glimpse of their feelings. People are always
running after more time for their business, other deals
and have less time for their families or loved ones.
Holidays are the times for most of them to get together.
In my country, if it has been a long time since you had
news of a friend, failing to go visit him, you would
call him to ask how he is doing. Some large families
have regular meetings with each family member to find
out how each one is doing and to discuss the different
projects underway or to be undertaken.

Memorable or Funny Experience: Every moment I
spent with my IVEP friends was a memorable moment
during the orientation and the mid-year conference
and I assume the end-of-year conference too. But one
of the things that stands out the most was that I used
to update about 125 iPads and usually Apple does not
push many updates for IOS, but this year, specifically for
IOS 11, it was a crises :D I remember one day I decided
to update all the iPads as quick as possible to feel like I
accomplished something and as I updated the last iPad I
was so happy. But the next day I was checking the iPads
and Apple had pushed another UPDATE! I could have
cried, but instead I laughed and realized that God is
teaching me patience.

Intern, The Conflict Center
Denver, Colorado, USA

Memorable or Funny Experience: Every Thursday I have
the opportunity through the Reading for Peace program
to be in the presence of children who are so adorable
and to read them books and teach them about peace.
One of them told me, “But my dad cannot do that
because he will not be able to come back.”
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Faith Journey: God has been working with me on
PATIENCE hardcore style and ACCEPTING OTHERS. I
think if this was everything I learnt through this journey
it would still be enough
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Career/Professional Development: I have lots of new
skills that will help me later in any other IT place I will
work at, which is really handy, and I really needed it.
New Perspectives: When I left Egypt I told my friends
that the person who leaves you now will never come
back. I understood I will be very different when I get
back realizing that we change constantly. It does not
get clearer until you travel and show up the next year
especially with all the cultural differences I experienced
here and was adapting to.
Future Plans: I still want to study more. Coming here
opened my eyes to infinite possibilities and that life does
not have to be a certain track that we all follow.

Danny Soren

(Bangladesh)
Management Trainee, Crowded Closet
Iowa City, Iowa, USA
First Impression or Differences: People are so welcoming.
Everybody smiles and greets one another and is happy to
help. It seemed like everyone was wasting time waiting at
traffic lights and stopping at all stop signs at every block,
even if no one is around at 11:59 pm. Now, I don’t think
it’s a waste of time; it’s safety. In my country, roads are
crowded, and people are everywhere. If there are no
people around it’s a sign of trouble. Here however the
roads are quiet, and people rarely walk. When I saw this
I wondered what was wrong, why isn’t anyone around?
U.S. postal service and city bus service are amazing; I
can’t imagine this in my country.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I gradually learned
about American humor, specifically teasing everyone.
One example of this teasing was when volunteers made
one giant name tag necklace for me because one day I
couldn’t find my name tag and I had to wear this the
whole day.
Faith Journey: Call of Jesus. Before I came, I felt lost
and busy with activities. Mostly busy with my job, and
I felt like nobody was there to encourage or remind
me to go to church. My attendance was sporadic. Lots
of time it was like that. When I applied for IVEP I
didn’t know how it would relate to my Christian life.
Everything was very smooth after my application. All
steps went smoothly and MCC Bangladesh was happy
to select me. And in the U.S. embassy, I didn’t have any
problems. Now I realize others had a very hard time
getting visas. The day we flew from Bangladesh we were
checking in and the person said the ticket was refunded.
After some phone calls, within 20 minutes another ticket
was arranged. And, it was a much better ticket – 10 hours
less traveling. All of these steps could have had lots of
problems, but there were none. I think that is why I am
here. This is the call; this is the time to change. To practice
Christianity again, going to church, praying, worshiping.
This is the time to come back to a Christian life.
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Career/Professional Development: Customer support
– learning customer service, customer satisfaction,
customer handling, always trying to answer positive,
trying not to use “No.” Excel – Some advance excel
tricks that will help me save time in the future. Cash
handling – working on the cash register, using POS,
counting money and checking with day-end report,
preparing deposit. Furniture processing – learning about
baling and how to drive a forklift.
New Perspectives: I have traveled many places in
Bangladesh, but I never felt like I was in a new place
because all the people were like me. This was the first
time I really didn’t know where I was going. Nothing
was familiar. I felt blank because for the first time in
my life, everything was new to me. I didn’t know what
to do. Everything, the place, the people, was new. I
missed my friends, because I used to see them every day.
I missed going out with friends. I do feel I can adapt
to things quickly. Even when I miss friends and feel
blank, I see things positively. I think, “Let’s see what
will happen.” My positive attitude helps overcome those
feelings of fear.
Future Plans: I want to find a job in development.
Besides that, I want to keep helping my local church
to improve some church activities. It is different here,
and I can share ideas from what I am experiencing. In
the past, I worked in my church, and now I want to
become more involved in church activities. I see lots of
activities in my Iowa church that blend everyone. Here
there is a good blend of ages and respect for everyone.
There are activities for youth and young adults to
become involved. I learned from church here to avoid
classifications that keep people apart and find ways to
lead and participate for everyone. People are encouraged
to serve the church, and everyone is involved in activities
that give everyone a chance to work together.

Ishaya Ayuba Tari (Nigeria)
Intern Architect
A.O.D.B.T. Architecture and Interior Design
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada
First Impression or Differences: The weather is different
and the social life. People live a private life, which is unlike
my country, which has a free social community life.
Memorable or Funny Experience: A trip to Alberta and
the mid-year IVEP conference.
Faith Journey: I was encouraged with the simple humble
lifestyle in Christ. I was not receiving strong teachings
that strengthen my faith, like in my home country, even
though I learned some things that impacted my life. I
struggle in my spirit about how young people are lacking
in the faith and the elderly seem comfortable with that.
I tried to encourage the youth, but they always say it
is their culture and they have to work. Sometimes the
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church seems to be more like a charity organization than
the body of Christ; you hardly see new faces.
Career/Professional Development: I learned to be
professional and responsive in my job. I developed more
insight about my profession and how to use modern
programs to have a good output.
New Perspectives: The earth is big, and God blessed
every culture with something unique; sometimes we
don’t value it until we change environments then we
realize how special it is.
Future Plans: I want to further my education by the
grace of God.

Tran Quang Thien Phuoc (Vietnam)

Intern, MCC UN
New York City, New York, USA

First Impression or Differences: New York is a busy
place. I am a city person myself (I grew up in a big city),
but New York is another level completely. There are lots
of people, lots of activities, and everybody is constantly
on the phone. The metro stations are always crowded,
and the trains run 24/7. Before coming here, I heard
people call New York “The city that never sleeps.” Now
I know why it has the nickname.
Memorable or Funny Experience: One time, my friend
and I went on a cruise ship called the Peace Boat.
That night it was hosting the celebration of the 2017
Nobel Peace Prize winner, the International Campaign
to Abolish Nuclear Weapons. My friend and I dressed
up formally, and my supervisor Doug was also there.
Together we enjoyed a beautiful program with classical
music, poems and a buffet. I should have brought a cane
and monocle!
Faith Journey: Looking back, I am amazed by how much
I have grown: back home, in the church I always hear
sermons about peace building and love for others. But
during my year of service, I actually learned how to make
peace, in a practical sense. I worked with many people
whose goal is to help people in war zones, not only by
words, but by actions. And the practical knowledge
from this year made me see faith in a new way: the most
important thing of being a Christian is what we do in
the name of Christ. “For as the body without the spirit is
dead, so faith without works is dead also.” (James 2:26)
Career/Professional Development: Public speaking.
My boss and I went on two different speaking tours:
one in Kansas and one in Chicago, where we spoke to
Mennonite constituents about the Vietnam War, the
work that MCC had done during the war, and what they
continue to do now to help the people of Vietnam. That
experience definitely made me more confident talking in
front of crowds.
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New Perspectives: In Vietnam, I don’t talk and share
information with other people, even my family. I realize
that I am more open now than I was before.
Future Plans: At the time of this writing, it’s too early
for me to decide my next step. I have learned many
skills working with NGOs, so I think I will go back to
Vietnam and work for NGOs in my country. After that,
who knows.

Dunja Turner (Serbia)
Teacher’s Assistant, Eden High School/
Spiritual Life Centre
St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada
First Impression or Differences: When I came to Canada,
first thing I noticed was how everything was huge
compared to back home – houses, cars, phones; but also,
how everything is far, and you can’t really walk to most
places, which is not the case back home.
Memorable or Funny Experience: I had to do a blood
test at the lab and the lady at the reception asked me a
question, which I understood as wanting to know what
I ate the previous night. I thought it was kind of weird,
but I started listing everything, and then she gave a weird
look and told me, “Miss, I don’t care what you ate last
night, I asked you when the last time was you ate, what
time?” I felt funny at the moment for misunderstanding
her, but still had a good laugh!
Faith Journey: One of the big things God taught me
when I came here was to depend on Him and to trust
Him for the things that were coming/are coming. That
strengthened my relationship with Him and it helped me
to ask for His will and direction in my life more than
ever. Since coming here almost everything was new to
me! Through that he taught me so many things about
His character, but also about me personally. He showed
me my heart for some specific things that I wasn’t happy
to see, but that was just the beginning of all the new
things He’s doing in me.
Career/Professional Development: Serving at Eden was
nothing but a blessing for me. I love that I got to share,
listen and invest in young lives around me. I’ve learned
to be patient and sensitive to what others have to share
from their own lives, which gave me totally new and
unexpected desires in my future life goals.
New Perspectives: I learned to appreciate the moment
and place where I’m present, to accept differences with
the cultures, to love others for who they are and to be
open and trust God for all the new things that come my
way!
Future Plans: I want to continue my education. I would
like to learn more about youth ministry, as I believe that
is something God put on my heart!
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Natalia Andrea Vaca Bastidas (Colombia)
Community Centre Worker
Thrive Community Support Circle
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

First Impression or Differences: The first week we were
in Toronto for orientation I thought that Toronto is a
beautiful city because of all the trees and green areas
it has. The next week I arrived in Winnipeg and the
first thing I thought was that Winnipeg was a gray
city without trees. They were fixing many roads; the
weather was colder in the fall and everything looked
sad. Fortunately, the next day we went to more areas
of Winnipeg and I could see how beautiful this city is
too; now I love being part of Winnipeg. On the streets I
thought I would see many white people, with blond hair
and blue eyes, but most are from the Philippines, China,
Vietnam and I thought: ‘Oh, I’m not in Canada, I’m in
Asia.’ But I’m glad to know that Canada is a country
where many immigrants can come and establish their
lives. One difference is that in my culture you always
greet and say goodbye with a kiss on the cheek – with
friends, family, on the street, in the church, practically
everywhere. Here the Canadian culture needs more
personal space and just saying hello is enough.
Memorable or Funny Experience: One of my greatest
wishes when I was little was knowing the snow and
this dream was fulfilled in my IVEP service year. It’s
something so magical that every winter day I’ll be
happy. Starting new friendships with wonderful people
throughout the world was a joy that will last forever. I’ve
seen the love and reflection of God every day I’ve been
in Canada, without missing a single day. I always see his
love for me in the people around me.
Faith Journey: I have always liked social work and
that is one of the strong characteristics that identifies
Mennonite churches. So much of my life has been
dedicated to action and I have forgotten the spiritual
part that is equally important. That’s why, when I came
to Winnipeg, one of my goals was to start having a more
spiritual connection with God. I started having times
alone with God doing daily devotions. I even searched
on YouTube: How to do a devotional? That was funny.
And what started as a time of 10 minutes, now became
about 45 minutes. I realized that if I don’t have those
spaces alone with God, it’s as if something was needed
during the day. So, I am very happy to have found that
space here in Canada, that maybe in Colombia I would
not have discovered it. So, if God brought me here today
it is because that was one of his purposes with me, to
connect more spiritually with him.
Career/Professional Development: In my place of work
some children are very rebellious and rude to their
teachers and I think this is a challenging point for me
because I want these children to understand through
dialogue and alternative activities that this is not right.
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It is a process every day to help them have better
behavior. I have learned to be creative in my way of
communicating with children so that they learn to solve
their small fights and I feel that this can influence their
future life, in addition to enjoying life as they do. Being
a child in all areas of your life with responsibility will
always make everything wonderful.
New Perspectives: How not to miss my mother’s fried
plantains, juice of curuba, tropical fruits, going out in
summer clothes, asking for discounts in stores, greeting
everyone with a peck on the cheek, and if it was not
enough, another at goodbye, sharing with my family, my
boyfriend, my friends, my community of faith; the pile
of things that God allows us to enjoy daily. Canada is a
beautiful country, but Colombia for me is even more so.
God made us Colombians because it was his desire, so
we must be good representatives of what God granted
us. My perspective of this beautiful experience is that I
can value my community knowing other communities.
Future Plans: My plans for when I return home are two
months of volunteering with the organization Christian
Peacemakers Team (CPT) in Barrancabermeja, being a
support for peasant communities ravaged by violence.
I want to encourage the young people of my church
with my experience to empower them and to be future
ambassadors of Colombia in this amazing experience. I
want to share with my family, my boyfriend and friends,
my joys, my challenges and my adventurous trip in
Canada.

Juan Camilo Velasco Gamba (Colombia)
Research and Development Engineer, ATC Trailers
Nappanee, Indiana, USA
First Impression or Differences: My first impression
when I arrived in Akron, Pa., was that everything looked
different, more organized than my home country; all the
street were clean and so much green spaces. The people
from MCC were very friendly and peaceful. Also, when
I arrived in Nappanee my first impression was that it is
a small town with a lot corn and a lot of farms, but my
host received me very excitedly and friendly. A couple
of days after I met with the people and everyone was
so friendly and lovely with me, it was at that moment I
changed my first stereotype about people from the U.S.
Nappanee is way different than my home city, Bogota,
which is Colombian’s capital and its population is nine
million people; Nappanee has six thousand people.
Normally in my city we have many different kinds of
transportation and traffic is very bad all the time, and
the life there is very stressful. In Nappanee all is quiet,
and life is very peaceful, and you will never find traffic
except when the train is passing. I think Nappanee is
a good place to live, although I needed to get used to
it because it doesn’t have public transportation and
without a car you always have to depend on the other
people.
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Memorable or Funny Experience: I think that I will never
forget my first trip in the U.S., when I went with my
friends to Cedar Point, a roller coaster park in Ohio.
That was a very exciting and wonderful day. But also, I
think the most memorable things here is not a place or
a moment, for me it is the people because they are all a
part of my experiences this year. I am pretty sure that
they are the most memorable blessing to me.
Faith Journey: Faith for me is the biggest challenge. It
was difficult to get used to another church because in
Colombia I’ve attended my same church since I was 4
years old. Here the church is way different – it is huge
and is not Mennonite and sometimes I got bored, but
one day I decided to start depending all the time on God
and to let God take control of my life; then everything
improved. After mid-year conference I created a group
and invited some IVEPers to do a weekly devotional.
The idea was to support one another when we are
feeling bad, pray and study the Bible. I think that was an
amazing idea and it’s working very well to improve my
faith.
Career/Professional Development: This experience
influenced me and my skills greatly since I had the
possibility and blessing to work in the same field as
my professional experience. So, this one year I learned
many different things and improved others. I learned
about trailers, lean production, analysis and simulation,
engineering and much more.
New Perspectives: I now view myself as a person with
more decision power. I know more about myself, I grew
professionally with all the knowledge that I gained. My
faith is strong because I know more of my strengths and
weaknesses. I gained more confidence and am depending
on God. And last, but not less important, I learned to
love my country and my language more and I feel proud
to have been born in Colombia and to speak Spanish.
Future Plans: This is a good and very difficult question.
I think I want to continue work related to my career,
but also, I want to help people when I can. I want to
return to Colombia and share about my experience this
year, promoting the program with more people in the
community.

Phonesawai (Wai) Volasane (Laos)
Teacher’s Assistant, Quakertown Christian School
Quakertown, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: The country is very clean.
There are a lot of cars (but it’s hard to go somewhere if
you don’t have your own car), people are always working,
school system, people are so kind (my host), lifestyle, food;
so many things are different from my country.
Memorable or Funny Experience: First, I want to share
a funny story that happened on the plane when I was
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flying from my country to the U.S. I drank some tomato
juice on the airplane. It was the first time that I had it,
and it tasted so bad to me. I didn’t like it, though maybe
you can try it if you want to know what it tastes like.
Second, my time at my work place has taught me how
to enjoy the work that I have, how to improve myself
by work. Third, living with my host, we enjoy the time
together; exchange ideas with your host and understand
each other across the cultures. Fourth, seeing or doing
something for the first time is the best. Meeting friends
from all over the world is amazing!
Faith Journey: I know God is with me. I knew God
had a plan for me that made me join this program.
I understand God more; God always has plan for
everything and wants to make us know him more. I
understand others through God’s plan.
Career/Professional Development: I have learned lots of
things this year. I learned about new systems of school,
learned how to work in the school and I have improved
my jobs skills about how to finish work on time. My
English has improved a lot.
New Perspectives: I have seen more about myself this
years. I learned new things and changed how I see other
people. I understand better how to listen to others, learn
from them and work together. I knew the new world; I
knew people in the one world.
Future Plans: I’m not ready now to know what to do
when I go back. I hope I can find a new job. Maybe
I have to go back to being a teacher, like I used to be;
however, I know God has a plan for me.

Yixian Wang (China)
Restorative Justice Intern Recreation Worker, Rosthern
Mennonite Church & Retirement Community, Rosthern
Mennonite Nursing Home
Rosthern, Saskatchewan, Canada
First Impression or Differences: Saskatchewan is a prairie
with low houses and huge fields, which is quite different
from where I live. I live in a fashion city with extensive
high-rise buildings and a sprinkling of colorful lights.
When I started to volunteer here, I found there are not
so many people here compared to the city I live in; even
in Saskatoon, which is the biggest city in Saskatchewan,
there are few people. It’s always quiet in Rosthern.
People here are very warm and close to each other,
and they comforted me a lot when I first came here.
People here love chatting and desserts. They build close
relationships during conversations, so much that it’s hard
for them to say goodbye. And the desserts helped me
gain lots of weight. The biggest difference is the food,
for in China, we don’t eat a lot of sweets and don’t
have desserts after meals. However, here you can enjoy
desserts almost every day. That’s why I cannot keep my
shape any more. Rice is our staple food for most people
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in the Southern China. We regard potatoes as vegetable
dishes, while here they use potatoes as a main dish and
eat a lot! Everybody who talks about China will know
China is a country with a wide variety of food. We
have different kinds of fresh meats and vegetables every
day, even in the winter. So as a vegetable lover, I always
felt hungry for various vegetables and fruit for the first
couple of months.
Memorable or Funny Experience: Andrea said if you
check your phone after a year’s experience, you will find
the pictures and videos of this IVEP year are filling all
of your albums. Some even found their phones running
out of memory. That means we had a lot fun this year!
It’s hard to describe it all in a page. A highlight was
mid-year conference in Saskatoon with some 60 IVEPers
from 32 countries. I had never had before, and likely will
never have again, a chance to stay to stay with people
from so many countries. That was a wonderful week
to get together, have fun and share experiences with
each other. We learned a lot from each other. During
the conference, I had a lot fun teaching some IVEPers
Chinese dancing. It always made me laugh to see them
dancing. It was so cute of them.
Faith Journey: One thing that inspired and surprised me
a lot are the donations people made. I didn’t notice many
people donating in my church. While here I can see
clearly how much people give, not only in the church but
also to other organizations. The organizations are open
about their financial reports, so that the public can see
where the money goes and what they can do for these
organizations. As a result, people give a lot of donations.
MCC and other organizations send those donations to
the places where they are needed. This is a practice of
faith in Jesus. God gives us a lot and we should help
others who are in need.
Career/Professional Development: I gained more
experience speaking in front of an audience. I became
braver to perform in front of crowds. There are lots of
seniors who are lonely and don’t know what to do all
day where I work at the nursing home. I tried to pick
up some topics to talk with them about to break the
embarrassment. Working in the nursing home, I gained a
deeper understanding about the faith of Jesus and different
ways to worship Him. I learned the peace under the faith
that is so powerful to give people energy to start a new
life. Working as part of Restorative Justice, I learned it’s
hard to continue your faith when you are tempted too
much. So, it’s very cherished and admired when you keep
going and try to reach justice. I learned there are more
awful realities we cannot deal with but have to accept.
New Perspectives: It’s very convenient to live in a big
city where you can see and do various new things. But
it’s sad to see people stuck in polite relationships. While
it’s very quiet and slow in Rosthern, the connected
relationships between people in town warm me a lot. I
am wondering why people in China are not close to each
other anymore as they used to live as a family.
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Future Plans: I’ll go back to university and finish my law
study. If possible, I would like to share my experience
with others, in the church, at school or other places.
I want to let more people know they have different
choices when they are in trouble. I want to keep going to
study more about the practice of Restorative Justice and
serve to people in need.

Vatsana Xaluxay (Laos)
Finance & Material Resource, MCC (Fraser Valley
Assistance Project)
Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada
First Impression or Differences: My first impression
while I was in the airplane was of very beautiful
mountains covered with snow on top. And when I
was about to land I looked out the window and I saw
red trees, block after block, with a little house at the
corner of them. I feel like “WOW” it was so beautiful
and stunning; everything was so organized. And I
still remember the first day that I was in my office. I
remember people’s faces with very sincere smiles and
happy to see me. Everyone in my office are friends
and equals. I still remember the first day that I went
to the super market with my hosts. They have the best
foods imported from all over the world. They have so
many choices, and the place and the food are so clean.
Everything is run with high technology. There are similar
foods here that look like those in my country, but here
they are so big. I am so surprised that some foods here
are cheaper than in my country. My expectations of my
host were high before I came here, when really, they are
not so different from people back in my country. Most
people here eat a lot and eat all the time.
Memorable or Funny Experience: One day when we were
all going out for dinner, while we were heading to the
car my host mom used a different door. I thought she
was still inside the house, so I went fast to get to the
car first. But she had come out another way and was
walking fast the same as me and we met each other at
some point and we were both screaming and laughing
together so hard. She told me that she wanted to get in
the car first and surprise us that she could go so fast.
On December 29 the electricity went out from afternoon
all through the night. After work we all lay on the
sofa with candles all around. I fell asleep and at some
point, I heard my host mom call out, “go to bed, kid”
and I woke up and went to bed. The next morning the
electricity was still not on. We were not really happy
because we couldn’t make any food. Furthermore, my
host family almost canceled the dinner with their family
that day, but luckily around 9:50 a.m. the electricity
came back! My host mom and I were so happy that we
screamed out loud until my host dad and sister came
running from outside. Their faces looked white and they
were asking what had happened. They were not happy
with us for doing that! LOL
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Faith Journey: I love to go to church and the pastor is
so amazing. Every single word that comes out seems
to come from God. Everything the pastor says is real,
examples from life. I saw so many young people who
love God and are friendly and support each other.
Moreover, people here invest money and time to serve
God and to spread the News. These things help me to
see and touch God more. It was such a pleasure to be
here and learn a lot about God and His great love. On
the other hand, I do not have transportation to go to
church and it is far away from my place, which means I
have to depend on others to go to church, sometimes if
they do not go I can’t go either.
Career/Professional Development: It’s been a pleasure to
work with so many wonderful, smart, and kind people.
I learned a lot about finances, reception and warehouse.
These learning experiences are enhancing my accounting
degree and being a receptionist is improving my English.
I really enjoy the cutting machine in the warehouse; it
inspires me to invest my time in my small business of
making traditional clothes when I get back home. I will
buy that machine and improve my business.
New Perspectives: I am the one who always judges other
people and I do not have patience to listen to others
when I do not agree. I complain a lot. I do not care
about other people if they do not care about me. But
when I came here, there were so many things going on,
people loving each other unconditionally and serving
each other as much as they can. They are so happy to
give to others, which is opposite of my home. I learned a
lot here: I learned how to be patient and wait for God’s
time, how to be humble and always lift others up, how
to respect other’s opinions. Besides, I learned that to be
nice and kind costs nothing but pleases the Lord.
Future Plans: I want to work with an NGO that
helps people in rural areas because I know that most
of my people live in the jungle and they really need
opportunities for a better life and they need someone to
care for them and know them.

Rongbin Xie (China)
Intern, James Street Mennonite Church
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: Although I was told
by many people that America would be really different
from what I saw in American movies or on TV, I was
still surprised when I arrived at the Philadelphia airport.
The streets were clean. People were kind. I could even
feel the kindness in the air. I also clearly remember
that on the highway everybody followed the rules and
regulations spontaneously, which made the driving
much more enjoyable. The longer I stay, however, the
more I discover that it is truly more convenient to live
in China than in the U.S. Firstly, with a cell phone a
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person in China can buy everything online. I only need
to use my smartphone to scan the QR code and I can
buy almost everything. The entire process goes really
fast, but here I have to use a debit card or credit card
to buy things, which is slower. Secondly, the public
transportation in China is much more convenient than
here. Nearly every five or 10 minutes a bus will come
and pick people up, but here people depend on their
own cars. So, it’s particularly hard for IVEPers who
are not allowed to drive. Thirdly, most Chinese people
choose to take trains to travel to a distant place, but
here people often choose to take airplanes. Fourthly,
in China supermarkets and different shops are always
open, even on weekends, but here quite a few stores
are closed on Sunday. Nevertheless, I also discovered
many better things here. There are countless excellent
communities, institutions, churches and organizations to
support people in various fields. For example, there are
several really marvelous retirement communities here for
senior citizens. In China, there are not enough nursing
homes for old people to live in. Secondly, people here
are truly more well-educated than Chinese. The sharp
contrast is between the James Street congregation and
my home church. The people in JSMC are well-educated
and could always share their viewpoints in many
profound perspectives, but my home church members
who graduated from high schools or just got bachelor’s
degrees cannot do that. Thirdly, the environment here
is good and comfortable. Nearly every family owns a
house, but in China a family in the city just owns an
apartment, not even to mention the severe air and water
pollution.
Memorable or Funny Experience: First, meeting and
talking to Philip and Hugo, a gay couple, was very
exciting for me because my thesis in seminary was
about “Queer Theology,” which argues the rationality
of LGBTQ. Their stories and perspectives helped me
understand this topic more deeply. Secondly, the East
Coast IVEPers traveled together to Virginia, Washington,
D.C. and Hershey Park, which was so fun and
enjoyable! I feel so thankful to my regional coordinator
Kim Dyer who is so kind, friendly, considerate and
marvelous! Without her, none of the above would have
happened. Thirdly, preaching a sermon in JSMC was a
big event in my life. In order to prepare, I did so much
work. But even so, I still felt so shaky and nervous
before I went to the pulpit. Luckily, I made it. Fourthly,
I moved from Terry and Mike’s house to Sherry and
Larry’s house, which was unexpected and surprising
for me at first, but I am still thankful to all of them for
accepting me. Fifthly, I mistakenly sent a text message
to Becky, who is Chen Chao’s host mom, instead of the
Becky who is the coordinator of the winter shelter run
by LCCC. I didn’t realize I made this mistake until Chen
Chao told me I sent something weird and irrelevant to
her host mom. Sixthly, one night I stayed at home and
Larry and Sherry went to Sherry’s mom’s house. An old
lady and a middle-aged man knocked at the door and
asked me whether Larry and Sherry were at home or
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not. I told that old lady that they both had been on their
way to Sherry’s mom. The old lady smiled for a while
and told me she was Sherry’s mom. That moment was so
embarrassing!
Faith Journey: As I mentioned above, I launched a
program to study “Queer Theology,” which talks
about the issues concerning LGBTQ from a theological
perspective. Now I am becoming more and more
confused whether the conservative side is right or the
liberal one is correct because I can find many viewpoints
from both sides that are reasonable and understandable
to me. I am stuck in this and don’t know how to respond
to this issue although personally I am very supportive
to the LGBTQ. Participating in different ministries
and services here also makes me realize how important
social justice and social services play a role in Christians’
lives! I firmly believe that churches should take on the
responsibility to help more people in need and have
their own voices in social justice no matter how dark the
world is! Being with IVEPers from different countries
of five continents also gives me a brilliant perspective
about unity in diversity in God’s creation! Everyone and
every culture is so unique, and these differences make the
world more colorful, beautiful and enjoyable! I believe
this is why God created the world in this way! Being
patient and willing to listen to others is very important
for a Christian. I discovered there are so many voices
about various issues and I had to be patient to listen
to others’ views, otherwise I will be judgmental, rude,
narrow-minded and ignorant. I firmly believe this is a
good way to make peace that God delights in.
Career/Professional Development: Spending so much
time with the JSMC staff members helped me catch a
glimpse into how the entire church works. I’ve learned
and understand how to manage the finances of a church,
how to devise the worship plan ahead of time, how the
church cooperates with other organizations to carry out
social ministries and so many other things. Also working
in LCCC enriched my experiences and broadened my
horizons. With the introduction, instructions and direction
of the staff members and volunteers in LCCC, I learned
how the entire food bank, clothing bank, intake computer
system, wheel to work and winter shelter work.
New Perspectives: Many of my views have changed.
I thought I was good at socializing with people, but
actually, I always need personal space to recover. I
thought my English was good enough, but it turns out
I still have a long way to go. To never stop learning
is the right attitude to live in this world. I thought I
could handle the majority of the issues in my life, but
actually I am quite vulnerable and sensitive and still
need more time to be mature, sophisticated and wise.
About others, I learned to respect everyone even if
someone is not friendly to me. I also try to listen to
and understand others even though they hold different
opinions from mine. Anyway, don’t judge a book by
its cover and always be patient, nice, polite and a kind
person. As for my home country, I’ve heard many people
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talking about their stereotypes, which are partially true,
partially incorrect. But I’m glad to hear other stories and
viewpoints.
Future Plans: Having learned so many skills and things
here, I will put them into practice after I return to my
home church to serve as youth minister again. I hope
to involve more people in the ministry to care for the
homeless, the sick and the poor. I definitely will also
introduce many Chinese people to the ministries and
resources in the U.S., so that they can do social ministries
to benefit people in different fields.

Jee Hyun Yoo (Republic of Korea (South Korea))
Life Enrichment Intern, Maple Farm Nursing Home
Akron, Pennsylvania, USA
First Impression or Differences: Quiet and silence. Akron
is a small town, so it was hard for me to find people
and public buildings (like stores, movie theaters, and
restaurants). But once I was inside homes, my experience
was very different: all kinds of food, decorations, and
entertainment.
Memorable or Funny Experience: When I went to New
York City the first time, I went to a museum and saw
a picture ‘The Starry Night’ by Vincent van Gogh. My
heart started to beat beyond its comfort tempo. It was
my first time to see this real painting, which I used to
see just in books. When I went to the Philadelphia train
station at 5:30 a.m., I was so tired I fell asleep. One of
the police officers thought I was homeless, and he tried
to wake me up. After he saw my face, he realized I was
not homeless. He asked me to show him my train ticket.
After he checked it, I fell asleep again. When the time to
depart was close, the police officer came back and woke
me up. He said, “It is time to go to your train.” So, I got
to my train on time – luckily. Sometimes God works for
me in funny ways!
Faith Journey: I used to think I had control of
everything. My life is unique, but I tried to make it
perfect. I had an experience that changed me. Andrea
drew a black mark across my painting – one that I
painted to represent me and my life. She said that the
black mark represents the unexpected. I thought this
black mark could be a good thing in my life. I thought
I knew about this part, but the idea was not reality.
Thankfully God changed my perspective, and I started to
be more comfortable with the unexpected. I feel God is
good to me, and he will never leave me.
Career/Professional Development: It has not been easy
to get opportunities for learning about professional
development, and that has been a very disappointing
part of this year for me. But I have learned about
building new and good relationships with other people
(coworkers, residents, friends). And have learned about
leaving good friends, too.
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New Perspectives: Now I’d like to tell: You are
awesome, You did a great job, which encourages people
and makes them feel good. However, I have not given up
my dark sense of humor.
Future Plans: I will get a job, and then after one year, I
will go to college again for a master’s degree for social
welfare. During this period, I will get married, if God
tells me my boyfriend is the perfect guy for me.

over the hill the pot toppled over and some of the food
spilled out and we had to go back and clean up the car
and get more food. I just wanted to laugh out loud, but
my host dad was there, so I held myself! We ended up
being late to church but it all worked out perfectly.
Faith Journey: During my year here, I spent a lot of time
in prayer and in the Word of God because I lived in the
countryside and transportation was a challenge, but I
was glad to use the time to spend with God and grow in
my faith.

Philile Zondi (South Africa)
Pre-K & Library Aide, Hinkletown Mennonite School
Ephrata, Pennsylvania, USA

Career/Professional Development: My experience here
has helped me develop confidence in my skills and also, I
learned to be humble and patient with others!

First Impression or Differences: I loved how everything
works on time so perfectly and I wish it was like that
back in South Africa.

New Perspectives: I am very excited to be returning
home to share all of my experience with my family and
church. I enjoyed learning about the culture here and
also learning to focus on work only!

Memorable or Funny Experience: My most memorable
experience would be the day we were going off to church
with my host dad and we had food with us. As he drove

International Volunteer Exchange Program

Future Plans: I will be searching for employment and
continue serving at my church!

35

Natalia Andrea Vaca Bastidas (left) with friends, (going clockwise) Lien
Huynh, Tai Huynh, and Mai-Anh Huynh.

Dunja Turner (left) with her host Mary Cudney.

From left to right: Danielle Canas, Ruchi Ashawan, Esther Schmale.

From left to right: Melanie Johnson, Jerry Landes, Renee Shipton
(program coordinator), and Bijay Murmu getting the Goldenrod
Greenhouse ready.

Danny Soren (dressed in white), is with the MCC Thrift shop management
team. The team dressed up in an outfit called Panjabi for volunteer
appreciation day.

Ilacir Piano Junior (right), with his host family at a Phillies baseball
game. From left to right: John, Isaac, Elaina, and Lilianna Stoltzfus.
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Manitoba IVEPers, from left to right: Natalia Vaca, Davi Butzke,
Julia J.J. Khair, Nontokozo Ndlovu and Mina Garas, in front of “Mending”
– a tribute to missing and murdered indigenous women and girls at
Winnipeg Centre Vineyard Church.

Emmanuel Mahendra at the Elkhart County Clubhouse.

Jacob Sankara (left), with his host family at Copper Mountain learning to ski.

From left to right: (standing) Linda Dueck, Walter Dueck, Davi Butzke,
Mandla Lukhele, (sitting in front) Nontokozo Ndlovu and Natalia Vaca, and
Mina Garas and Julia J.J. Khair in the centre.

Vatsana Xaluxay (right) with her colleagues at MCC BC.

Tran Quang Thien Phuoc (left) and Danny Soren helping with meat
canning at IVEP orientation.
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Julia J.J. Khair on a beautiful winter day!

Miyoba Hambayi (front and center), celebrating ladies night at the
Reedley store with her manager Carol (left), a volunteer Sharon (right),
Michelle the assistant manager (back left), and Albert (back right).

From left to right: Rafik Samy Fawzy Abdou Shehata, Jon (SALT alumnus),
Ilacir Piano Junior, and Kate Apondi.

Roommates from Mid-year Canada Conference. From left to right: Débora
Cristina Nehring (Brazil), Rina Maria Garcia Rosal (Guatemala), Tabea
Liebe (Germany), Ashisha Lal (India).

Enjoying the bison at Wanuskewin Heritage Park.

From left to right: Débora Cristina Nehring, Natalia Andrea Vaca Bastidas,
Nasly Moreno Ibargüen, Rina Maria Garcia Rosal, Vera De Los Santos,
Zury Lemus Vega (front).
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Philile Zondie with her host brother Matthew Smoker
on his first day of school.

Roky Hembrom enjoying ice fishing on a pond in Ohio.

Moris Muhindo and the receiving manager Joey working at the thrift
shop.

Nontokozo Ndlovu enjoying the winter!

Suvojit Mondal preaching at Madison Street Church.

Natalia Andrea Vaca Bastidas.
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Moses Hankombo and Natneal Yohanes.

Ontario IVEPers at the MCC Ontario Peace Conference.

Moses Hankombo with his host family. From left in front, Alvin and Lydia.
From left to right behind, Julia, Moses Hankombo, David, and Madlyn.

Miyoba Hambayi with this host mother Barbara Boldt, celebrating
Zambian independence.

IVEPers hanging out at the Mid-year Conference in Saskatoon.

Phililie Zondi puttin’ with Robin Smoker.
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