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Contest topics: Please select ONE of these topics. 
 
Climate change 
Making the transition to clean energy is an important step in addressing the climate crisis, but it 

could also open the door to the often-overlooked expansion of mining for critical minerals. Minerals 

like cobalt, lithium, nickel and others are used in clean energy technology. Demand for these 

minerals is expected to increase sixfold by 2040. What is the best way to move forward to be sure 

that we are not substituting fossil fuels with environmentally destructive mining?  

• Understanding of the issue (40 points total) 

o Describe how climate change impacts communities around the world and which 

populations and regions are most affected. (10 points) 

o What are the current U.S. goals for reducing greenhouse gas emissions? How will 

these goals be met and how do critical minerals factor into these efforts? (10 points) 

o What is the 1872 General Mining Act and what are some ways this 150-year-old law 

may need updating? (10 points) 

o Who are the frontline communities affected by mining in the U.S. and/or globally? 

What are the positive and negative impacts they see from mining?  (10 points) 

• Problem solving (40 points total) 

o How should our Christian and Anabaptist values influence our care for creation and 

our views about mining? (10 points) 

o What policies should the U.S. implement to ensure environmental and human health, 

and indigenous rights, are protected in the mining process? (20 points) 

o What are some ways to address climate change that do not expand mining? (10 

points) 

• Communication with Congress (10 points) 

o Letter to Congress: Write a letter to your members of Congress encouraging them to 

consider your policy recommendations (maximum 200 words). Please submit as a 

separate page at the end of your essay. 

• Writing style (10 points) – Essays will be granted up to 10 points for writing style, grammar, 

spelling, citation, creativity and coherency. 
 

Immigration 
Immigration continues to be a polarizing issue in the United States. But, if we could for a moment 

ignore the politics and the rhetoric on both sides, what would we find at the heart of the debate? 

Why do people migrate to the U.S.? What factors influence this decision? 

 

• Understanding of the issue (40 points total) 

o Interview a recent immigrant in your community. Why did she/he choose to come to the 

U.S.?  What factors in her/his home country influenced this decision?  What factors in 

the U.S.? (25 points) 

o How does this immigrant’s story compare with the common reasons people migrate to 

the U.S. today? (5 points) 
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o How does this story match up with stories of migration in the Bible? (5 points) 

o How does this immigrant’s story compare with the stories of your ancestors or 

yourself? (5 points) 

• Problem solving (40 points total) 

o How should our Christian and Anabaptist values influence our response to immigrants 

in our communities? (10 points) 

o What federal government policy changes should be made to address problems with our 

current immigration system? (15 points) 

o What federal government policy changes should be made in order to address the root 

causes of migration to the U.S.? (15 points) 

• Communication with Congress (10 points) 

o ESSAY: Letter to Congress: Write a letter to your members of Congress encouraging 

them to consider your policy recommendations (maximum 200 words). Please submit 

as a separate page at the end of your essay. 

• Writing style (10 points) – Essays will be granted up to 10 points for writing style, grammar, 

spelling, citation, creativity and coherency. 
 

Mass incarceration  
Although “freedom” is an important value to many in the United States, the U.S. incarcerates more 

people than any other country in the world. Mass incarceration continues to disproportionately 

impact communities of color, perpetuating systems of oppression that can be traced back to slavery. 

Why has the impact of mass incarceration been so detrimental to people of color and how can we 

envision a world that does not lock people up and throw away the key? 

 

• Understanding of the issue (40 points total) 

o When and why was the 13th amendment introduced? (15 points) 

o What role does the legacy of slavery, segregation, Jim Crow, and racism play in our 

policies of mass incarceration? (10 points) 

o What is meant by the term “mass incarceration”? (5 points)  

o How do you relate to mass incarceration? In living through the Black Lives Matter 

movement and other forms of protests and public outcry against the criminalization 

of Black and brown bodies, have these events informed your understanding? (10 

points) 

• Problem solving (40 points total) 

o How should our Christian and Anabaptist values influence our response to mass 

incarceration? (10 points) 

o What federal policies should be changed in order to reduce racial disparities in the 

criminal legal system? (15 points) 

o Use your imagination. If you could dream up a criminal legal system of tomorrow, 

what would that look like? What are some alternatives to incarceration? (15 points) 

• Communication with Congress (10 points) 

o Letter to Congress: Write a letter to your members of Congress encouraging them to 

consider your policy recommendations (maximum 200 words). Please submit as a 

separate page at the end of your essay. 

• Writing style (10 points) – Essays will be granted up to 10 points for writing style, grammar, 

spelling, citation, creativity and coherency. 

 


