Worship resources

Poem for reflection

Peace
Sara Teasdale (1884-1933)

Peace flows into me
As the tide to the pool by the shore;
It is mine forevermore,

It will not ebb like the sea.

I am the pool of blue
That worships the vivid sky;
My hopes were heaven-high,
They are all fulfilled in you.

I am the pool of gold
When sunset burns and dies—
You are my deepening skies;
Give me your stars to hold.

Downloaded from https:/lwww.poetry
.com/poem/34546/peace

Scripture reading
Romans 5:10-11

Sermon ideas

Reflect on how, in situations like the
long divide of the Korean Peninsula,
our hope in Christ can sustain us
and motivate us to work for peace.
Think of ways we can embody God’s
kingdom values by serving as peace
ambassadors.

Consider Martin Luther King Jr.’s
February 1967 speech, “The Casual-
ties of the War in Vietnam” (shorturl
.at/nos]X) and the legacy of U.S.
involvement in armed conflict:
“The past is prophetic in that it
asserts loudly that wars are poor
chisels for carving out peaceful
tomorrows. One day we must come
to see that peace is not merely a
distant goal that we seek, but a
means by which we arrive at that
goal. We must pursue peaceful ends
through peaceful means. How much
longer must we play at deadly war
games before we heed the plaintive
pleas of the unnumbered dead and
maimed of past wars?

“Those of us who love peace
must organize as effectively as the
war hawks. As they spread the
propaganda of war we must spread
the propaganda of peace.”

Prayer

God of peace, guide our hands to
make tools for peace instead of weap-
ons of war. Let us learn war no more.
Guide our hearts to break down
walls of division, not with pressure,
sanctions and threats, but with love,
humility and understanding. God, in
solidarity with our siblings in Korea,
help us to make a way where there is
no way. Amen.

From Presbyterian Mission, Presbyterian
Church U.S.A., presbyterianmission.org
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Songs

HWB 623 When love is found
VT 211 Hope is a candle

HWB = Hymmnal: A Worship Book
VT = Voices Together hymnal

A photo wall of MCC’s history in Korea at
the MCC Northeast Asia office in Chuncheon,
South Korea. MCC photo/ Yujin Kim
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IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

Senator

U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-3121
senate.gov

Representative
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

(202) 224-3121

house.gov

President Joseph Biden
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
(202) 456-1111
whitehouse.gov/contact

GET INVOLVED!

= Check out our website at
npjm.mcc.org.

= Sign up to receive action alerts
and the monthly E-Memo.

= Follow us on X/Twitter at twitter.com
/mccwashington.

= Download your advocacy toolkit at
mcc.org/advocacy-toolkit-us

The Peace & Justice Journal is published three
times a year by Mennonite Central Committee
U.S. National Peace & Justice Ministries staff.
Subscribe or change your address by sending
an email to npjm@mcc.org or by calling

(202) 544-6564.

Staff: Tammy Alexander (director and
managing editor), Kirstin De Mello, Galen Fitzkee,
Charles Kwuelum, Daniela Lazaro-Manalo,
Zachary Murray, Saulo Padilla, and Serim Park

All biblical quotes are from the New
Revised Standard Version, unless otherwise
noted.



