
ANNUAL REPORT 2013
for MCCs in the United States

FAITH IN ACTION
Mennonite
Central
Committee



“The commandment we have from him is this: those who love 
God must love their brothers and sisters.” (1 John 4:21)

We give thanks for each of you who have put your faith in 
action at home and around the world through MCC.

As you read these stories of lives that have changed through 
MCC, please know that behind each one, we see the faith and 
dedication of supporters like you. 

We see the weeks of careful stitching that go into a quilt for 
a relief sale, the hours spent cutting meat and washing cans 
in our mobile cannery and all the sorting required for MCC 
thrift shops to be able to give millions of dollars to MCC 
each year.

We see the volunteers who come, some as often as once a 
week, to material resources centers to pack school or relief 
kits or bundle comforters. We see those who take the time to 
pray — for our workers, our partners and those involved in 
our projects around the world.

We see the hundreds of people and congregations who give 
their contributions each month to help MCC respond where 
needed most.

By putting your faith in action, you are helping peacemak-
ers in South Sudan reach out in communities still reeling 
from years of war. You are bringing hope to Syrian refugee 
families in Jordan and Lebanon. You are educating children 
in Honduras — and helping women in India grow more to eat.

Most of all, you are showing your love for neighbors far 
and near in the name of Christ. 
“I speak with Syrians each week who express gratitude that 

they have not been forgotten,” says Sarah Adams of Wester-
ville, Ohio, MCC representative for Syria and Lebanon.

Or, in the words of 27-year-old Gift Lungu of Choma, 
Zambia, who is living with HIV and who received canned 
meat, soap and bed sheets sent by MCC: 
“God is alive in the kindness you have shown.”
Thank you for helping to change lives. Thank you for put-

ting your faith in action.

J Ron Byler
MCC U.S. executive director
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Mennonite Central Committee, a worldwide 

ministry of Anabaptist churches, shares God’s 

love and compassion for all in the name of 

Christ by responding to basic human needs and 

working for peace and justice. MCC envisions 

communities worldwide in right relationship 

with God, one another and creation.

SPONSORING DENOMINATIONS
MCC U.S. is grateful for the support of our sponsoring 
denominations and their congregations and members: 

Beachy Amish Mennonite Churches

Brethren in Christ Church in the U.S.

Conservative Mennonite Conference

Fellowship of Evangelical Churches

Mennonite Church USA

U.S. Conference of Mennonite Brethren Churches

In Domdama, India, where MCC and partner organization Asansol Burdwan Seva Kendra (ABSK) help train farmers in new rice-
growing techniques, Sasti Mal plows a rice paddy before planting. With him is ABSK field worker Bhim Hansda.



Relief

I
n times of war and disaster, MCC works alongside trusted 
partners, often churches or church agencies, to respond to 
emergency needs and help communities recover over time. In 
addition to a major Syria response, MCC provided emergency 

assistance to communities affected by conflict in Eastern Congo, 
flooding in Nepal and an earthquake in Guatemala.

Kundo Birusha, a mother of three, 
carries rations from an MCC-funded 
food distribution to her shelter on 
the grounds of Msawato school 
in eastern Democratic Republic of 
the Congo in October 2012. In a 
region where violence has displaced 
thousands of families, MCC worked 

MCC canned meat and soup 
provide an important nutri-
tional boost to children in 
Nampo Kindergarten Or-
phanage in the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea 
(North Korea). In the past 
year, MCC sent 178,500 
pounds of canned meat and 
87,743 pounds of dried soup 

mix to orphanages, tubercu-
losis and pediatric hospitals 
and rest homes in North 
Korea. The meat and soup are 
especially important in the 
spring when winter stocks of 
preserved cabbage often have 
been used up and summer veg-
etables are not yet available.

681,265 POUNDS of MCC canned meat 
provided to 13 countries.

50 PROJECTS in 32 countries carried 
out through MCC’s emergency 
assistance dedicated fund.
(In addition, MCC provided emergency food assistance through its account at the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank.)

MORE THAN $3 MILLION went to help 
meet urgent needs in Syria and 
for Syrian refugees in Jordan and 
Lebanon, including $1.7 million of 
material resources such as relief kits 
and comforters.



“Thank you for the hope you gave me,” says 
Azad Al Bardan, a Syrian refugee in Mafraq, 
Jordan, who received MCC-funded milk 
powder and diapers for her six-month-old 
twins. MCC funded the purchase of milk 
powder and diapers for 333 families in Jor-
dan for 11 months. From April 2012 through 
March 2013, MCC also provided 42,000 
comforters, nearly 7,000 relief kits and other 
items for Syrian refugees in Jordan and Leba-
non and for people displaced within Syria.

alongside the Church of Christ of 
Congo to fund two food distribu-
tions. This is part of some $460,000 
that MCC provided last year for 
relief in eastern Congo, including 
a nearly $300,000 project funded 
through MCC’s account at the Cana-
dian Foodgrains Bank. 

681,265 POUNDS of MCC canned meat 
provided to 13 countries.

50 PROJECTS in 32 countries carried 
out through MCC’s emergency 
assistance dedicated fund.
(In addition, MCC provided emergency food assistance through its account at the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank.)

MORE THAN $3 MILLION went to help 
meet urgent needs in Syria and 
for Syrian refugees in Jordan and 
Lebanon, including $1.7 million of 
material resources such as relief kits 
and comforters.

416 NEW HOMES constructed and 330 homes 
repaired using hazard-resistant building 
techniques through MCC’s response to the 2010 
Haiti earthquake. Months and even years after 
a disaster, MCC continues to help communities 
not only recover but also build back better.



Development

M
CC’s work in agriculture, education, health and water 
helps communities discover their own strengths 
and offers new opportunities for families to sustain 
themselves without leaving home.

In rural areas around Dimla, Bangladesh, 
where many farmers live on very small plots 
of land and can’t grow enough to provide 
for their families, raising livestock provides a 
valuable new opportunity. MCC, through its 
account at the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, is 
providing goats and other animals to farm-
ers including Mohammed Abdus Sattar, who 
received three male goats and began a goat 
breeding business.

On the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, Monira 
Asham Ibrahim and other families now have 
running water in their homes through an 
MCC-supported project of BLESS, a ser-
vice arm of the Coptic Orthodox Church. 
Safe drinking water eliminates waterborne 
infections common in Egypt. In addition 
to increasing health, having clean water at 
home adds dignity and improves relation-
ships between neighbors. 

3,773 WATER SYSTEMS established 
(includes sand dams and 
cisterns)



69,082 PEOPLE attended trainings on HIV and 
AIDS, maternal health, nutrition and vaccines.

48,370 CHILDREN and youth participated in 
MCC Global Family education projects.

26,674 PEOPLE were tested for HIV.

19,002 FARMERS received livestock, seed or 
other agricultural inputs.

Through a project of MCC and the Evangeli-
cal Mennonite Church of Burkina Faso, teams of 
people, including young adults such as Eve Diarra, 
are being trained to educate their peers about HIV. 

MCC’s Global Family education program is changing lives in 
more than 40 countries around the world. In San Pedro Sula, 
Honduras, Stefany Varillas benefits from a tutoring center of 
Proyecto MAMA, an outreach of the Honduran Evangelical 
Mennonite Church. Global Family partners with some 100 
community-based organizations and schools to help increase 
access to education in rural areas, promote girls’ education, 
invest in teacher training, support vocational training for young 
adults and provide students with safe, healthy and caring 
environments.



In Vientiane, the capital of the Lao People’s Demo-
cratic Republic, MCC-supported peace trainings are 
bringing students to Xaysetha Secondary School on 
Saturday mornings. A partner organization, Mit-
tapab, which means friendship in Lao, trains young 
adults, teachers and university students in basic 
peacebuilding, and they use games, songs and skits 
to share with youth such as (from left) Chantavy 
Hamtavong, Davan Mueangchan and Phonethip 
Phommasy.

Independence in South Sudan came 
in 2011 after decades of civil war. As 
people return home and communi-
ties with scarce resources struggle to 
rebuild, MCC supports community 
peace mobilizers and peace commit-
tees through the Sudan Council of 
Churches. “If we don’t live in peace, 
there won’t be any development — no 
roads, no communication, no access to 
water or to schools,” says James Mor-
ris, a peace mobilizer shown working 
with the Opari Peace Committee. “We 
are free at last. It is our work to build 
peace.”

312 PEOPLE helped 
build peace amid rising 
tensions in Lebanon 
through MCC-sponsored 
sporting events, including 
this two-day bicycle ride.

Peace

I
n 45 countries around the world, including the U.S., MCC 
works alongside people of faith to build understanding and 
give youth and adults the tools they need to address conflicts 
and advocate for peace. From peace committees in South Su-

dan to trauma healing efforts for Syrians in refugee camps in Jor-
dan, MCC is living out Christ’s call to walk in the way of peace.

17,585 YOUTH participated in peace and conflict 
transformation trainings.

91 PEACEBUILDERS received intensive training to lead 
peace efforts in their home communities and train 
others to work for peace and resolve conflicts.

48 YOUNG SYRIANS trained to recognize and respond 
to signs of trauma.



In Serbia, MCC supports the 
War Trauma Center’s efforts to 
help youth build peace in their 
communities and veterans gain 
healing from the wars of the 
1990s. Milica Jaksic, right, and 
Dragana Gogic, volunteer coun-
selors at the center, organized 
a cinematography competition 
where young people made short 

films on peacebuilding and the 
effects of war on Serbian soci-
ety. Young artists learned more 
about the continuing traumatic 
effects of war in Serbia and 
shared their findings with 
the community while 
promoting the need 
for healing.



Sharing stories for justice

Preventing gun violence

T hree months before the shootings in Newtown, 
Conn., and gun violence made headlines across 
the U.S., MCC East Coast held a three-week Gun 

Violence Prevention Storytelling Tour. The Septem-
ber tour, part of a yearlong emphasis on gun violence 
through the initiative of MCCs in the U.S. called Fear 
not: Seek peace, connected with more than 1,200 people 
in 21 events, including this one at Harrisburg (Pa.) 
Brethren in Christ Church. Presenters shared personal 
experiences of loss due to gun violence in area Menno-
nite and Brethren in Christ churches and schools such 
as Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, Va., 
and Messiah College near Harrisburg, Pa. Audiences 
were encouraged to learn more through Fear not, to 
send postcards to federal officials and to connect with a 
church that has been touched by gun violence.

MCC East Coast

In New Orleans, La., her hometown, MCC Central 
States community organizer Wendi O’Neal (standing 
left) is using the power of story circles to help people 

learn together and encourage each other as they work 
for racial and economic justice. “Often, if you go to a 
panel, certain people’s experiences are set up as ex-
pert, and everyone else is a recipient of that expertise,” 
O’Neal says. This way of using story circles offers each 
person in a group equal time to share a story, fol-
lowed by time of reflection. It’s a method that O’Neal 
learned from her father John O’Neal, who used it in the 
Civil Rights Movement. At this conference of the New 
Orleans group The New Teachers’ Roundtable, she 
urged teachers not to forget that this grows out of an 
oppressed people working for liberation. It’s supposed 
to lead to action. “We use it to transform oppressive 
paradigms,” she says.

MCC Central States

PUERTO RICO



Harnessing the power of 
pennies

Addressing abuse and 
immigration issues

In congregations such as Kidron (Ohio) Mennonite 
Church, Penny Power is turning spare change into 
thousands of dollars for MCC’s work around the 

world. After hearing the Ohio Mennonite Relief Sale 
was expanding its emphasis on Penny Power, leaders 
at Kidron Mennonite decided to do so as well, form-
ing a new committee that encouraged the congregation 
to beat the $1,000 it raised for Penny Power the year 
before. Children, shown with pastor Carl Wiebe, col-
lected pennies and coins in this wishing well, and the 
committee challenged the congregation to match their 
donations — from a quarter for each dollar raised all the 
way up to a dollar-for-dollar match. The effort gained 
momentum, and in the end, the congregation of some 
450 people donated more than $30,000. 

MCC Great Lakes

Sometimes abusers use a victim’s immigration 
status to keep her or him from reporting a crime. 
In Reedley and Los Angeles, Calif., West Coast 

MCC staff, including associate for immigration Crys-
tal Fernandez, left, shown with immigration program 
coordinator Gloria James, helps sort through immi-
gration issues for some of the most vulnerable immi-
grants — those who have suffered domestic violence, 
rape or sexual assault. West Coast MCC assisted with 
32 such cases in the past year and worked with nearly 
70 other newcomers, often in Mennonite, Mennonite 
Brethren or Brethren in Christ congregations, who are 
navigating the complex process of applying to live and 
work legally in the U.S.

West Coast MCC

HAWAII

ALASKA
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Shaded countries represent where MCC provided at least $10,000 U.S. 
in assistance or where MCC staff lived and worked.
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Serving in the name of Christ
More than 1,000 MCC workers serve alongside local church and 
community leaders around the world and in the U.S. and Canada.

PERSONNEL BY PROGRAM LOCATION FY 12/13

Africa 123

Asia 231

Europe and the Middle East 42

Latin America and the Caribbean 121

Canada 300

United States 188

Total personnel  1,005

Service workers 375

Salaried workers 630

KITS AND BLANKETS SHIPPED IN FY 12/13

AIDS caregiver kits 1,682

Hygiene kits 68,053

Infant care kits 14,478

Relief kits 10,328

School kits 129,776

Sewing kits 1,300

Blankets/Comforters 68,361

Sharing with people in need
Across the U.S., as well as in other countries, volunteers gather supplies 
for MCC kits and make comforters, providing not only needed items but 
also comfort, hope and a tangible symbol that people in countries such as 
Syria are being remembered.

Faith in action:
MCC at work 2012–2013

Around the world  In the U.S.

60
countries
520
partners
729
projects
Amounts represent international program activity for April 2012–March 2013.

Here at home, four regional offi ces and MCC U.S. program staff 
provide resources for congregations and others. In Fresno, Calif., 
immigration coordinator Saulo Padilla snaps a photo of students he’s 
teaching through the Global Anabaptist Peacebuilders Institute.

48 countries with MCC personnel 23  countries received material resources 
and/or food assistance



INCOME FY 12/13
Cash gifts $33,682,000

Canada 19,451,000
U.S. 14,231,000

Material resources 4,634,000
Thrift shops 14,265,000
Relief sales 5,137,000
Grants 10,620,000

Nongovernmental grants 2,644,000
Governmental grants 7,976,000

Other income 6,804,000
Ten Thousand Villages Canada 13,396,000
TOTAL INCOME 88,538,000

EXPENSES FY 12/13
International program/material resources 43,497,000

Relief 11,085,000
Development 26,811,000
Peace 5,601,000

Canadian program/material resources 9,540,000
Relief* 1,283,000
Development 4,452,000
Peace 3,805,000

U.S. program/material resources 4,432,000
Relief* 1,536,000
Development 1,640,000
Peacebuilding 1,256,000

Ten Thousand Villages Canada 15,394,000
Administration 10,970,000
Fundraising 3,224,000
TOTAL EXPENSES $87,057,000
Total net assets  97,929,000
Increase (decrease) in net assets 1,481,000
* Includes cost to operate material resources centers 

GrantsRelief sales

Thrift shops

Material resources

Other income

Giving to MCC
The generosity of thousands of people makes the work of MCC 
possible. In addition to all who give time to MCC relief sales, thrift 
shops and meat canning, cash contributions – primarily from 
individuals and churches – account for more than 40 percent of 
MCC’s income.

Relief, development and peace
MCC responds to basic human needs,  working for peace and justice 
internationally and through national, regional and provincial offi ces in 
the U.S. and Canada.

Dollars at work†

Canada

Program 9,528

Material assistance 12

United States

Program 4,305

Material assistance 127 

Latin America and the Caribbean

Program 7,669

Material assistance 411

Europe and the Middle East

Program 5,007

Material assistance 2,931

Asia

Program 7,189

Material assistance 757

MCC fi nancial statement
The data below summarizes the activity of 11 MCC entities in the U.S. and 
Canada. Audited fi nancial statements are available upon request.

Africa

Program 15,767

Material assistance 640

Multiregion

Program 3,126

†Dollars at work represents individual country and areawide 
program expenses expressed in thousands of U.S. dollars

Cash gifts

Relief

Development 

Peace

International program

Canadian program

U.S. program
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Partnering with churches
In the name of Christ, MCC serves alongside churches 
around the world. We give thanks for the global body 
of Christians — from Anabaptist congregations such 
as these in Colombia, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Nicaragua 
and Zambia to the Syrian Orthodox Church. We are 
inspired by how they are putting their faith in action, 
and we praise God for their courage, commitment and 
perseverance in meeting basic needs and working for 
peace and justice.

Colombia

IndonesiaEthiopia

Zambia

Front cover: Flora Kola, an agricultural extension worker for the Tanzanian government, helps coordinate an MCC-supported conservation agriculture project of Global 
Service Corps. MCC, through its account at the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, is contributing $1.2 million toward this three-year project. (MCC Photo/Nina Linton).
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(717) 859-1151 or toll free (888) 563-4676
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