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Give a gift this Christmas that 
keeps on giving.

For we are what he has made 
us, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
(Ephesians 2:10)

SELECT FROM the gift projects on the following pages.
When you donate, you can request cards to send to your friends or 
loved ones explaining the gift you’ve given in their name.

PLACE YOUR order.

 MAIL

• Complete the gift selection panel on the enclosed envelope.

• Include a check payable to MCC or credit card information.

• Send to MCC by Dec. 8 to ensure that you receive your cards 
in time for holiday mailing.

 PHONE

• Call toll free 888.563.4676.

• Talk to an MCC representative.

 ONLINE

• Visit mcc.org/christmas.

• Place your order through our secure online donation site.

• When your order is complete you will be given access to 
downloadable gift cards.

The stories and dollar amounts within each program theme in this booklet are illustrations of the difference 
each dollar can make in current MCC work. Your gift will be used to support projects where needed most 
within your chosen theme. All Bible verses are NRSV (New Revised Standard Version).



Hope YOUR GIFT helps change 
lives, supporting MCC’s work in 
often-forgotten places.

I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me. . . . 
(Matthew 25:35)

A GIFT OF HOPE:

• helps MCC be there, providing funds for 
emergency food and shelter immediately 
after a disaster and staying for months 
and even years after the world stops 
focusing on a crisis.

• supports the efforts of local commu-
nities, churches and partners who are 
working faithfully to build more hopeful 
futures.

• provides training and encouragement 
to courageous people around the world 
who are spreading a message of peace 
over violence and addressing injustices.

José Favian Mamani, carrying son José David Arrollo 
Fuentes, leaves a meeting of an MCC-supported outreach 
to farmers in Colquechaca, Bolivia. MCC partners with 
OBADES, the social development program of the Bolivian 
Baptist Church, to help farmers grow new crops such as 
maca in addition to their traditional potato crop. Maca 
grows well at high altitudes and can be sold for eight 
times as much profit as potatoes.

$200 $400 $800

BOLIVIA



Food YOUR GIFT gives people 
the power to improve 
their own lives.

 . . . if you offer your food to the 
hungry and satisfy the needs of the 
afflicted, then your light shall rise in 
the darkness and your gloom be like 
the noonday. (Isaiah 58:10)

NEPAL

OPEN THE DOORS TO OPPORTUNITY. 
HELP FARMERS GROW NEW CROPS.

Young cacao plants like this are providing a new source of 
income for farmers in rural Colombia. Through a project 

of MCC and Colombia’s Mennonite Brethren Church, farmers are 
experimenting with planting cacao, which is processed into chocolate, 
and growing and selling rice — both legal, sustainable alternatives to 
growing coca for cocaine.

$22
seeds

ENABLE A FAMILY TO RAISE A RABBIT 
FOR FOOD AND INCOME. (EACH FAMILY 
RECEIVES FOUR RABBITS.)

In the Gaza Strip, a rabbit project of MCC partner Al Najd 
Development Forum is helping families have more food. The Al Attar 
family received three female rabbits and a male. In two months, they 
began benefiting from protein-rich rabbit meat and now sell rabbits to 
buy more fruits and vegetables.

$25
rabbit

PROVIDE LOANS FOR PEOPLE TO PURCHASE ANIMALS 
SUCH AS GOATS AND RECEIVE AGRICULTURE TRAINING.

To help people work toward food security, MCC supports 
savings and credit groups as well as agricultural training. A 

loan from a farmers’ group in Marku, Nepal, gave Muga Bhul (right) a 
chance to expand her goat herd. As Bhul repays the group, that money 
will be loaned to another farmer.

$50
loans



HELP FAMILIES HAVE ACCESS TO THE WATER THEY 
NEED FOR DRINKING AND GROWING FOOD.

Through MCC and its partners, sand dams are becoming a 
reality for communities in Kenya. Dams trap water, reduce 

erosion and provide an atmosphere where trees and gardens readily 
grow. Some 300 people — using 715 bags of cement — came together to 
build this dam in Makueni County, Kenya, in 14 days.

Water YOUR GIFT offers a life-giving 
resource to families and communities.

To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the spring of the water of life. (Rev. 21:6)

$10
cement

KENYA

CONNECT FAMILIES TO CLEAN 
WATER SOURCES THAT HELP 
TO MEET BASIC NEEDS AND 
PROMOTE HEALTHY LIVING.

In El-Rashah, Egypt, Samia 
Baderir now has access to 
running water in her home. 
MCC and BLESS, a service arm 
of the Coptic Orthodox Church, 
work to connect low-income 
households to clean water 
supplies. BLESS also reduces 
waterborne illness by training 
community members to share 
lessons on hygiene and safe water.

$350
pipes and 
plumbing

HELP COMMUNITIES HAVE WATER 
FOR CROPS.

Dry rocky soil in the drought-
prone Latehar district of India’s 

Jharkhand state makes it difficult for people 
such as women’s group leader Reena Toppo to 
grow crops year-round. MCC is partnering with 
the Mennonite Church in India to help farmers 
capture rainwater for their crops.

$50
irrigation



HELP YOUNG PEOPLE GAIN THE TOOLS THEY NEED TO 
WORK FOR LASTING PEACE WHERE THEY LIVE.

Ayaka Matsuo of Nagasaki, Japan, made this poster at 
an MCC-supported peace camp for young people from China, Japan 
and the Republic of Korea (South Korea). Campers learn to know one 
another through games and activities that help break down historical 
prejudices, foster friendship and encourage peacebuilding.

Peace YOUR GIFT helps communities 
build understanding and resolve 
conflicts.

“Peace I leave with you; 
my peace I give to you.” 
(John 14:27)

$20
camp

SUPPORT PEACEMAKERS AS THEY SHARE 
STORIES OF PAST CONFLICTS.

Damaged buildings and scarred sidewalks are physical 
evidence of the past wars that continue to haunt Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. In Sarajevo, MCC supports the Peace 

Academy Foundation to help Tamara Šmidling and others start conver-
sations on how sharing memories and locating and publicizing memo-
rial sites can contribute to peace.

$45
overcome 

war

JOIN PEOPLE AROUND THE WORLD WHO ARE 
TAKING COURAGEOUS STEPS TO BUILD PEACE.

Through Living with Shalom, an MCC-supported 
program, young Ugandans are helping their communi-
ties and country build a more peaceful future. Three-

week peace trainings, supported by a diocese of the 
Anglican Church of Uganda to break down discrim-
ination among ethnic groups, end with a parade to 
share music and messages of peace.

$100
build peace

JAPAN



PROVIDE BREAKFAST TO ONE 
STUDENT FOR A SCHOOL YEAR.

Through Global Family, rural Cambodian students like 
Sem Touch have a nutritious breakfast each school day. The 

free meal improves attendance, encouraging struggling families to send 
children to school instead of having them work or forage for food, and 
it improves students’ ability to learn.

HELP SCHOOLS BRING BOOKS WITHIN REACH.
In western Nicaragua, where many schools and parents can 
afford only the most necessary textbooks, MCC’s Global 
Family education program supports new libraries in four 

Anabaptist schools, giving students such as Dan Reyes (right) new 
opportunities to read for learning or fun.

Education
YOUR GIFT helps children learn, 
communities benefit and lives change.

For surely I know the plans I 
have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future 
with hope. (Jeremiah 29:11)

$15
books

$25
breakfast

SUPPORT AN MCC GLOBAL FAMILY EDUCATION 
PROGRAM OF YOUR CHOICE.

Each year people choose to become faithful Global Family 
supporters. Join them, matching your passion for educa-

tion to one of 100 community-based programs in 40 countries. Choose 
a program or learn more online at globalfamily.mcc.org or by calling 
888.563.4676.

$300
annual gift

NICARAGUA



PROVIDE BUS SERVICE SO 
REFUGEES IN JORDAN CAN ATTEND 
CLASSES TO REBUILD THEIR LIVES.

Refugees who flee to Jordan from countries such as 
Iraq and Syria often need new skills to rebuild their lives and find 
work. In Amman, MCC supports a Jesuit Refugee Services center that is 
offering computer training and other classes for refugees such as Abdal-
makeh Yalda.

SUPPORT NEW LIFE FOR THE LAND AND 
BRIGHTER FUTURES FOR FARMERS.

In Haiti’s Artibonite Valley, farmers are learning 
to plant and manage new forests that help 

preserve the soil, provide fruit to eat and produce sustainable harvests 
of trees to sell. MCC partners with locally managed tree nurseries to 
produce more than 400,000 seedlings to be planted each year.

Livelihoods
YOUR GIFT helps people find new opportunities 
to support themselves and their families.

“It gave me the means to buy 
things to eat and pay my rent 
and also to buy clothing.” 

– Konbati Ngada

$60
transportation

HELP CREATE MEANINGFUL WORK FOR PEOPLE TO 
SUPPORT THEMSELVES AND THEIR FAMILIES RIGHT 
WHERE THEY LIVE.

In N’Djamena, Chad’s capital, women such as Konbati 
Ngada are honing skills in sewing and in making soap. MCC partner 
CEVIFA (Centre D’Education A La Vie Famille or Family Life Education 
Center) helps women, including Ngada and others who are living with 
HIV, find new opportunities to support themselves and their children.

$145
sewing 
skills

CHAD

$25
trees



PROVIDE HIV TESTING AND COUNSELING.
For more than a decade, 
MCC has partnered with 
Faith Alive Foundation 

in Jos, Nigeria, in a comprehensive 
HIV and AIDS program. In addition to 
outreach and awareness, MCC funds 
scholarships for orphans and skills 
programs to help people with HIV better 
support themselves and their families.

TRAIN A PEER EDUCATOR TO PROMOTE 
AWARENESS OF HIV AND TO HELP 
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF THE DISEASE.

In Lao People’s Democratic Republic, peer educators 
trained through an MCC-funded project are teaching 
hundreds of young people such as Ja (who uses one 
name only) how to prevent the spread of HIV.

Health YOUR GIFT opens the doors 
to healthier living, touching the 
lives of millions.

“By myself, I wouldn’t be able 
to do this.” – Oksana Plekhuan

SHOW GOD’S LOVE AND COMPASSION TO PEOPLE 
LIVING WITH HIV AND AIDS.

Oksana Plekhuan (right), living with HIV for more than a 
decade and recently released from prison, was sleeping on 

a bench when a worker with MCC partner New Life Charitable Fund 
found her. New Life provided needed medication, food and clothing 
and is helping her find a permanent home.

$25
medical 

care

$50
prevention

$90
testing

UKRAINE



EQUIP A PERSON WITH 
40 HOURS OF INTENSIVE 
TRAINING TOWARD BECOMING 
ACCREDITED TO OFFER 
IMMIGRATION COUNSELING.

Applying for legal documentation requires a complex trek through 
paperwork and government regulations — for immigrants and those 
who are helping them. MCC U.S. provides immigration trainings to 
help people, most often staff of nonprofit organizations, gain experience 
and knowledge they can build on to legally offer immigration advice.

HELP CHURCHES RESPOND TO IMMIGRATION ISSUES 
IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

For south Florida pastors such as Valentin Fontanez, of 
Brethren in Christ congregation Centro de Adoración 
Refugio Eterno, immigration and documentation are 

issues that directly affect many members of their churches. MCC is 
a resource — offering consultations and some direct services and 
providing training and advice for churches and pastors.

Immigration
YOUR GIFT helps welcome 
newcomers to the U.S.

So then you are no longer strangers 
and aliens, but you are citizens with 
the saints and also members of the 
household of God . . . . (Ephesians 2:19)

$25
equip 

churches

PROVIDE AN IMMIGRATION CONSULTATION.
Sometimes abusers use a victim’s immigration 
status to keep her or him from reporting a 
crime. In California, West Coast MCC staff, including 

legal services advisor Gloria James, help sort through immigration 
issues for some of the most vulnerable immigrants — those who have 
suffered domestic violence, rape or sexual assault.

$40
consultation

$350
scholarship

SOUTH FLORIDA



Pass it
on!

Mennonite Central Committee U.S.
21 South 12th Street, PO Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-500 
717.859.1151

MCC Central States
121 East 30th Street, PO Box 235, North 
Newton, KS 67117
316.283.2720

MCC East Coast
900 E. Howell Street, Philadelphia, PA 
19149
215.535.3624
140721fy67m

MCC Great Lakes
1013 Division Street, Goshen, IN 46528
574.534.4133

West Coast MCC
1010 G Street, Reedley, CA 93654
559.638.6911

Call MCC toll free 888.563.4676

mcc.org

Mennonite
Central
Committee

When you’re 
finished with 
this booklet, 
please 
share it with 
a friend.
Order more booklets online for your 
family, friends, co-workers or church.


