
 

MCC Service Opportunity 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Assignment Title:                Peace Program Coordinator                                                                  Term:    2-3 years 

FTE:  1    
Agency:     
Location: Bethlehem, Palestine    
Start Date:                    Jul/12/2015   
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
All MCC workers are expected to exhibit a commitment to: a personal Christian faith and discipleship;  
active church membership; and biblical nonviolent peacemaking. MCC is an equal opportunity employer, 
committed to employment equity. MCC values diversity and invites all qualified candidates to apply. 
 
Synopsis: 

 
The Peace Program Coordinator (PPC) provides an MCC presence throughout Palestine, builds relationships 
with Palestinian and Israeli groups committed to justice and peace; and communicates their stories, and the 
stories of MCC's partners, to MCC's Canadian and U.S. constituency and advocacy offices. 

 
 
Qualifications: 

 

• Self-motivated and able to work efficiently without close supervision or a set schedule.  

• Demonstrated ability to articulate Mennonite peace theology. 

• Demonstrated ability to write and communicate effectively; photographic and computer skills (such as 
proficiency with PowerPoint) are a desirable supplement to writing ability. 

• Willingness to live and work in an uncertain political and military environment. 

• Demonstrated ability to relate easily with persons of different faiths and political viewpoints, and to listen 
with patience and respect to those with whom one does not agree. 

• Ability to function in a stressful environment of checkpoints and military conflict. 

• B.A. or B.S. degree required; graduate work in theology, ethics, conflict resolution or related field 
preferred. 

• High level of resiliency and inner strength 

• Single person preferred 
 
Assignment Narrative:  

 
MCC has worked in the Palestine since 1949, providing relief aid and development assistance. Since the Israeli 
occupation began in 1967, MCC has also focused  on working with Palestinian and Israeli organizations that are 
working for a just peace. In cooperation with the MCC Palestine Representatives, the Peace Program 
Coordinator will implement a program that reflects MCC's concerns for justice and peace by 1): connecting with 
and relating to MCC partner organizations; 2) Supporting nonviolent resistance groups 3) working with visitors to 
the region; 4) relating to constituency and advocacy offices in Canada and the U.S. 

 
Duties: 

 

• Initiate and maintain relationships with Palestinian and Israeli peace and justice groups, human rights 
organizations, religious communities and individuals. This includes participating in various political tours and 
outings to gain knowledge of the constant changing political situation on the ground (30%); 
 

• Communicate the stories of MCC partners and others to MCC’s Canadian/U.S. constituency and advocacy 
offices through written and other media (20%);   This will include stories of Palestinians (including the 
Palestinian Christian community) living under occupation and MCC's Palestinian and Israeli partners working 
for reconciliation and just peacebuilding by resisting violence in all its forms. Communication will often be 
through writing (including responsibility for MCC Palestine Blog), although skills in other media (e.g. 



photography or computer presentations) are also helpful. 
 

• Plan education programs for Canadian and U.S. visitors, arranging itinerary for and leading MCC learning 
tours, student groups and others (25%); MCC plans four constituency learning tours throughout the year; 
two each spring and two in the  fall and frequently schedules visits with MCC partners for Canadian and U.S. 
Mennonite student groups.  
 

• Assist the Program Administrator and local MCC staff in preparing, monitoring and evaluating MCC-funded 
projects with its Israeli/Palestinian peacebuilding partners (20%); 
 

• Study the Arabic language (5%) 
 

The PPC will work out of her/his home in Bethlehem, but is expected to travel throughout Palestine and Israel to 
meet with various organizations. Although there will be frequent consultations with the MCC Palestine 
Representative – to whom the PPC reports -- the PPC must be able to work independently at prioritizing projects 
and setting a work schedule.  

 
Location Description: 
 

The PPC will live in Bethlehem, a town of about 60,000 people, about 10 km south of Jerusalem. At the present 
time, Jerusalem is closed to Palestinians living in the West Bank unless they manage to obtain a permit from the 
Israeli authorities. MCC has found it very important to have the PPC living in Bethlehem, as a way of keeping in 
touch with life and issues in the West Bank.  At present, MCC is not looking to place workers with school-age 
children in this role. 
 
Bethlehem is fairly urban for a Palestinian town; still it has more of a village flavor than Jerusalem.  People are 
generally warm and welcoming in Bethlehem. The PPC should expect to receive many invitations to sit and drink 
tea and coffee. 
 
Palestine/Israel is often a confusing place to live and work, as one tries to negotiate between cultures, religions, 
and lifestyles. Every decision one makes often seems to have a political dimension, including where one buys 
groceries, where one goes for entertainment, and what language one speaks. This perplexing diversity can also 
be invigorating. The PPC will find this dynamic even more accentuated by the additional reality of living with 
Palestinians who do not have easy access to Jerusalem or to other West Bank cities, while the PPC will be able 
to travel with greater ease. 
 
Arabic is the language spoken in Bethlehem, as it is throughout the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Gaza 
Strip. Israelis speak Hebrew; the PPC, living in Bethlehem, will have limited opportunity to learn Hebrew, but will 
be receive substantial exposure to Arabic. Good healthcare is available in Bethlehem and Jerusalem. 
 
There are no Mennonite congregations in Bethlehem, Palestine or Israel . There are, however, many churches 
representing a variety of denominations. A wide variety of Arabic-language services are held in Bethlehem. 
Anglican, Lutheran, and Presbyterian churches in Jerusalem hold English-language services. There is also a 
small Quaker meeting in Ramallah. 
 
While the PPC will need to rely on public transportation, he/she will sometimes have access to an MCC vehicle. 

 
 

Challenges: 
 

Challenges include living with frustration at not being able to change a situation of deep systematic injustice; constant 
changes to schedule and a lack of set routines.  Developing supportive relationships with MCC partners and 
colleagues; taking retreats; and learning to be both organized and flexible are helpful ways of addressing these 
challenges. The reality that you witness will be very different to what some Mennonite constituencies believe to be the 
reality. Finding creative ways to convey the truth to people that doubt you will be one of the main challenges of this 
position. 

 
 

 
 
 



                 
    

 


